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Roadway Safety: The Pedestrian Perspective

In the District 4 Update released on October 1, Katie 
Valenzuela’s office announced the recent gift of prints, 
paintings, and other art objects by Chicano/Latinx artists to 
Washington Elementary School. Boulevard Park resident 
George Raya launched the initiative, which was 
wholeheartedly supported by Councilmembers Valenzuela 
and Guerra. As Councilmember Valenzuela observed in her 
newsletter, “this area has been home to several very 
influential Chicano/Latino artists,” and the art given to the 
school should have a positive impact on the children enrolled 
there. Among the art works donated by local residents are a 
silkscreen print commemorating the school’s reopening five 
years ago, a poster by renowned RCAF artist Luis (“Louie 
the Foot”) González, a poster depicting Dolores Huerta, 
another poster depicting the late Latino activist Al Rojas, and 
a painting of an Aztec warrior.  

Art Donation to the Washington 
Neighborhood School

The school principal, Dr. Gema Godina-Martinez, was very 
grateful for the gift and intends to “respectfully display” 
each of the works that was donated.  

The photograph shows (left to right) Katie Valenzuela, 
George Raya, Eric Guerra, and Dr. Gema Godina-Martinez.

All City residents should have received a printed notification from the 
City in October about modest rate adjustments proposed to solid waste 
collection services. These changes would go into effect next year and 
are intended to help the City pay for the additional equipment and staff 
needed to comply with the State’s aggressive recycling and greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions reduction goals. With the full introduction of food 
waste recycling next year (see the article in the October issue of Park 
Beat), the City will need to cover increased processing fees for the 
combined organics stream of green waste and food waste. It also must 
pay for additional equipment and staff. 

The City will hold a virtual Public Hearing before the Utilities Rate 
Advisory Commission to consider adopting the increases to the City’s 
recycling, solid waste, and street sweeping service rates (November 17, 
5:30 p.m.). Residents will be able to both watch the meeting online   
and call in with their questions or comments 
(http://sacramento.granicus.com/viewpublisher.php?view_id=31). 
For more information about the proposed rate adjustments and about 
Leaf Season, go to: sacrecycle.org (questions can be emailed to: 
sacrecycle@cityofsacramento.org).

Return of THE CLAW, and Other 
“Waste-full” Matters

As regular as clockwork 
and as reported on the 
City website (URL 
below), Leaf Season 
arrives on November 1 
and will end on January 
23. The sporty little Leaf 
Loader affectionately 
known as “The Claw” will 
be making at least seven 
collections on each street 
over the course of the next 
three months. 

Because the timing of the pick-ups can vary depending on the volume of 
yard waste on each street, residents may want to consult the SacRecycle 
Collection Calendar, linked to the City website (URL below).  Please fill 
the green-waste container first before piling leaves and branches along 
the curb. Piles should not be more than 5 cubic yards in size (4x4x9 
feet), should be a short distance from the curb (to allow the hoped-for 
rainwater to flow to the storm drains), and should be at least six feet 
from any parked car or other obstruction.

https://www.boulevardpark.org/
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A Brief Report from the BPNA Board

Last Call, Candidates for the 
2022 Board of Directors

The BPNA Board meeting on October 7 began with 
presentations by four guest speakers. Travis Silcox, BPNA’s 
representative on the District Four Homelessness Task Force, 
reported about progress in finding housing solutions for more 
of Sacramento’s large homeless population, including 23% of 
the people who had been living at the Safe Ground site 
located beneath the W-X portion of the Capital City Freeway, 
between 6th and 8th Streets.  A new Tiny Home village at 24th 
Street under the W-X Freeway should open no earlier than 
February 2022. As was later announced in the Sacramento 
Bee (October 14), there also are plans to transform the Best 
Western Sutter House motel at 11th and H Streets into a 
92-unit “Project Homekey” supportive housing complex for 
the homeless. The next guests, John Febbo and Jesa David 
with the City of Sacramento’s Recycling and Solid Waste 
Department, discussed new recycling programs and the 
rationale for the implementation of a rate increase in solid 
waste collection services (see the article on page 1). The last 
guest presentation was by Eduardo Faustino, owner of 
Tupi’s, the new Brazilian coffee shop at the corner of 19th and 
G Streets (see the article in the October issue of Park Beat). 
He discussed plans to add wine and beer to his menu.  
BPNA’s preservation chair Jon Marshack spoke next about 
several topics, including a proposal for a new mixed-use 
condominium building at 620-628 15th Street that will offer 
26 “lease to own” residential units above a ground floor 
restaurant/retail space. Board members then voted to support 
another new residential project that has been proposed for the 
site at 728 16th Street. It would involve converting the 4-story 
Holiday Inn Express Hotel into 129 apartments ranging in 
size from studios to two bedrooms (for more information, go 
to the city’s Development Tracker website: 
https://sacramento.civicinsight.com/). Lastly, Jon 
encouraged everyone present at the Board meeting to support 
Preservation Sacramento’s first virtual Historic Home Tour 
on October 24 and November 7 (see article on page 4).

Every autumn the BPNA solicits members in good standing 
(annual dues paid) to serve on the following year’s Board of 
Directors, which is replenished annually.  Complete 
announcements with descriptions of the duties and benefits 
of Board membership were printed in the September and 
October issues of Park Beat. The deadline for BPNA 
members to submit self-nominations as Board candidates is 
Sunday, November 7 (contact any of the current board 
officers, whose names and email addresses are on page 3 of 
this newsletter). Voting for the 2022 Board will take place 
at the general membership meeting in January. 

https://www.boulevardpark.org/
https://www.metroprintandsign.com/
http://www.knutsonarchitecture.com/
https://sacramento.civicinsight.com/


BPNA Board of Directors 2021

Committees

Park Beat Production Team

Membership:                Ellen Hunt 
Preservation, Planning, and Land Use: Jon Marshack
District 4 Homelessness Task Force:          Travis Silcox 
                                                                        silcoxt5@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Catherine Turrill Lupi 
Columnist and Co-editor: David Herbert
Newsletter Designer:  Pete Bramson
Social Media: Sher Singh
Block Captain Coordinator:  Joe Cress, (916) 698-7938 
                                                  josephmcress@yahoo.com

Liz Edmonds, Treasurer      liz@lizedmonds.com
David Herbert, Chair      davidmather446@gmail.com
Ellen Hunt                             ellenhhunt@gmail.com
Max Mack, Secretary           max@driventodrive.co                                     
Jon Marshack                        jon.marshack@att.net     
Sher Singh                              alexis.sher.singh@gmail.com
Catherine Turrill Lupi          turrillc@csus.edu

November: 
Places to Go, Things To Do (Really & Virtually) 

Places to Go, Things to Do (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The BPNA was 
created to support, promote, and improve the quality of life for the 
residents of the greater Boulevard Park neighborhood. By achieving this 
goal we strive to improve the quality of life for others who work and live 
in and around Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

NOTE: For more information about virtual and live public events being 
held this month, go to the city’s Sac 365 website 
(https://www.sacramento365.com/). Be sure to check individual 
organization websites for announcements and updates. Below are a few 
events, programs, and dates to remember.

Every Wednesday: Informal gathering on the 21st Street boulevard near 
F Street—no host, no agenda, just the opportunity to meet neighbors of 
all ages, orientations, and pronouns (5:30-7 p.m.; signs are posted around 
the neighborhood).

Every Wednesday: “Wednesdays at Winn,” a certified farmers’ market 
in Winn Park (28th and P Streets, 3 - 7:30 p.m.; website: 
http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/).

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th 

Street between J and L; also, K Street between 19th and 20th Street). 
Website: http://exploremidtown.org/midtown-farmers-market/

Most weekend mornings: Join other volunteers in tackling a variety of 
beautification tasks at Sutter’s Landing Park. For more details, go to:  
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofsutterslandingpark/

Thu., Nov. 4:  BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 
p.m.). Open to BPNA members and other interested residents 
(completion of COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave
Herbert for information or to suggest agenda items.

Nov. 5 – 7: 24th Annual Sacramento Arts Festival, SAFE Credit Union 
Convention Center (10-5 on Fri., 10-6 on Sat.; 10-5 on Sun.; fee 
charged; admission is free for children aged 0-12). 
Website: https://www.sacartsfest.com/

Nov. 6 & 7: Sacramento Chrysanthemum Show & Sale, Shepard 
Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd, (Sat., 1-4; Sun., 9-4).

Nov. 7 – 14: Festival of New American Music, hosted by Sacramento 
State: Presented online (free concerts can be watched on Facebook; 
donations in support of FENAM are welcome). Website: 
https://www.csus.edu/college/arts-letters/music/spotlight/fenam-festival.html

Sun., Nov. 7: Deadline for filing for candidacy in the 2022 BPNA 
Board election (see article on page  2).

Sun., Nov. 7: Daylight Savings Time ends: turn  back clocks 1 hour!

Sun., Nov. 7: Preservation Sacramento’s annual Historic Home Tour, 
held virtually via video online (with two 2-hour screenings of the 
video, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.; fee charged). See article on page 4

Nov. 10-13: “Colour of Music: Black Classical Musicians Festival,” 
with Sacramento performances at Memorial Auditorium and the Guild 
Theater in Oak Park (fee charged). For more information, go to: 
https://www.colourofmusic.org/event?category=Sacramento

Thu., Nov. 11: Veterans’ Day

Sat., Nov. 13: Sacramento Center for the Textile Arts Show, Shepard 
Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd. (Sat., 8:30-5 p.m.)

Sat., Nov. 15: Happy Holidays Shop Small Market at Warehouse 
Creative (110 L St.) and nearby shops in Old Sacramento (11 a.m.-3 
p.m.). Artists and makers will be selling their wares, too. Website: 
https://www.oldsacramento.com/event/happy-holidays-shop-small-market-0

Sun., Nov. 14:  Sacramento Antique Faire, at Sleep Train Arena, 1 
Sports Parkway (6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; use east entrance off Truxel 
Road; park in Lot K; $3 admission, but parking is free). 
Website: https://www.sacantiquefaire.com/

Nov. 19-21: Sacramento Harvest Festival, Cal Expo (Fri., 10-5; Sat., 
10-6; Sun., 10-4; fees for admission and for parking). 
Website: https://harvestfestival.com/sacramento-1

Sun., Nov. 21: “Conversations That Matter: Monuments and Statues,” 
panel discussion at the Crocker Art Museum (3 p.m.; “pay what you 
wish”; advance registration recommended). Article on page 4.

Thu., Nov. 25: Thanksgiving Day

Sun., Nov. 28: Hanukkah begins at sundown.

. . .  And looking ahead to early December:
Wed., Dec. 1:  World AIDS Day, dedicated to raising awareness of 
the AIDS pandemic caused by the spread of HIV and to remembering 
those who have died of the disease.

Thu., Dec. 2:  BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 
p.m.). Open to BPNA members and other interested residents 
(completion of COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave Herbert 
for information or to suggest agenda items.

Mon., Nov. 1: From now until February 28, watering will be allowed 
only on Saturdays or Sundays (just one day per week), but can be done 
at any time of the day.  
Wed., Nov. 3:  Native Plant Gardening and the Seed Pile Project, Sierra 2 
Center and 24th Street Theater  (6-7:30 p.m.): lecture by Billy Krimmel 
and Caroline Larsen-Bircher (free; donations welcome). Website:  
https://sierra2.org/event/garden-and-seed-pile-project/

mailto:silcoxt5@gmail.com
mailto:josephmcress@yahoo.com
mailto:liz@lizedmonds.com
mailto:davidmather446@gmail.com
mailto:ellenhhunt@gmail.com
mailto:max@driventodrive.co
mailto:jon.marshack@att.net
mailto:alexis.sher.singh@gmail.com
mailto:turrillc@csus.edu
https://www.sacramento365.com/
http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/
http://exploremidtown.org/midtown-farmers-market/
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofsutterslandingpark/
https://www.sacartsfest.com/
https://www.csus.edu/college/arts-letters/music/spotlight/fenam-festival.html
https://www.colourofmusic.org/event?category=Sacramento
https://www.oldsacramento.com/event/happy-holidays-shop-small-market-0
https://www.sacantiquefaire.com/
https://harvestfestival.com/sacramento-1
https://sierra2.org/event/garden-and-seed-pile-project/


Blackberry Bushes

EXTRA!  EXTRA!  
BLOCK CAPTAIN NEEDED

A new Block Captain is needed to 
deliver copies of Park Beat in the 22nd 
and H Street  area of Boulevard Park.

If you can spare 15 minutes of your time each month and also would 
enjoy the opportunity to walk and talk with your neighbors, please 
contact our Block Captain Coordinator, Joe Cress, by phone or email 
(916-698-7938; josephmcress@yahoo.com).

As announced on the Preservation Sacramento website, this year’s tour of historic Sacramento homes will be done in a video format, 
making it accessible for all while also ensuring the safety and well-being of homeowners and tour participants. Three other 
advantages of a virtual format are that multiple neighborhoods can be covered, homes which might not be readily accessible on an 
in-person basis can be explored, and more historical information and documentation can be provided about them. 

The tour will be held on Sunday, November 7, with two separate screenings at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. (the same format was used on 
October 24, the first day the videos were screened). A Zoom format will be used. In chronological order, the five buildings selected 
for the 2021 tour include one of the oldest houses in midtown (dating from 1875), the oldest surviving residence (and the only 
historic landmark building) in Natomas, a Tudor Revival home in Curtis Park that is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, a Mid-Century Modern home in Sacramento’s only Eichler neighborhood, and a 1960s auto garage that has been converted 
into a unique home and contemporary art gallery. 

Preservation Sacramento’s Very First Virtual Home Tour

Tickets may still be purchased online and can be used for either or both of the two showings on November 7. For more 
information about the historic home tour and to purchase tickets for it ($20-$25 per person), go to: 
http://www.preservationsacramento.org/hometour

As reported on the Crocker Art Museum website, at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, November 21, several local historians, activists, and 
stakeholders will join in conversation around the history of 
Indigenous people in California, context of statues in the 
region, and new artistic and educational practices that may 
help to reimagine historical monuments. Asking critical 
questions about what stories are told and why, this discussion 
invites participants to engage in a re-imagining of what has 
been and what could be in the monuments we create.
Advance registration is recommended and can be done online 
(https://www.crockerart.org/event/2756/2021-11-21).  
The entry fee will be on a “pay-what-you-wish” basis.

Conversations That Matter: Monuments and Statues
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Now the home of Milka Coffee Roasters (source of the brew served 
at Tupi’s Coffee), the elegant brick house at the northeast corner of 
G and 15th Streets has a long and interesting history. In the late 
1850s, Claiborn Hubbard, a porter for the State Treasurer’s office, 
lived at this address with his wife Julia. They sold the property to 
attorney Frank Hereford in 1860. A Virginia native who had moved 
to California during the Gold Rush and who was reputedly a 
Secessionist, Hereford lived at 629 15th Street for about three years. 
In 1863 he relocated to Virginia City, leaving behind a Confederate 
“Stars and Bars” flag. It was found hidden between some mattresses 
a year later when his belongings were being packed for shipment to 
Nevada. Ironically, the workmen who discovered the flag were 
Black, as was Hubbard, the prior owner of the property. 

629 15th Street 

The third owner, Richmond Davis, operated the Empire Bakery. During his family’s seven-year occupancy, the one item on the 
property to make newspaper headlines was a large and flourishing eucalyptus tree that had been planted in 1863. By 1874, it was 
sixty feet high, only to be chopped down by the next owner, Robert K. Wick, in 1875. Wick, the County Coroner and 
Superintendent of the City Cemetery, made substantial changes to the house. He had the building raised up several feet, placing it 
on a new foundation of bricks that had been boiled in tar to prevent dampness from rising inside the walls. When the Wick family 
put the property up for sale in 1883, the two-story house had a double parlor, two halls, a dining-room, a kitchen, closets, and 
pantries downstairs, and five bedrooms, a bathroom, and more closets upstairs. The next owner, Joseph H. Arnold, the director of 
the Phoenix Milling Company, occupied the house for the longest period (1888-1918). 

Over the next 60 years, the old house transitioned from residence to boarding house to art gallery. The Barrios Gallery was on this 
site from the 1970s through the 1980s. Its founder, Benny Barrios, has been described as Sacramento’s “pioneering Mexican 
American painter” and was an important mentor for other Latinx artists. La Raza Galeria Posada, the city’s premier center of 
Latinx art and culture, was located here briefly before moving to the Heilbron Mansion on O Street in 1992. 

Not surprisingly, given its age and its multiple owners and uses, the house has been altered. As many as three different historic 
styles are expressed in its exterior. The three-part wooden bay on the G Street side of the house is Italianate and may date from the 
1870s. The three-part wooden bay on the 15th Street side dates from after 1895, and seems to be in the Queen Anne style, whereas 
the pedimented gable over the bay is a Greek Revival touch. Like the elevated sleeping porch on the G Street side of the house 
(shown in the black and white photo below), the 15th Street bay probably was added by Arnold. It is beautifully shingled and has 
other fine architectural detail, befitting the residence of the director of Sacramento’s most important flour mill.

The photograph  on 
the left, taken in 
1952, is in the 

collection of the 
Center for 

Sacramento History.

https://www.boulevardpark.org/


There is something soothing about the sound of chirping crickets outdoors on a warm evening.  Before the COVID pandemic, my 
family and I often attended the monthly concerts held at Camp Pollock, just off Northgate Boulevard and close to midtown. An 
amazing chorus of cricket sounds greeted us at dusk as we were heading home—a wonderful treat for a cricket lover. I also used to hear 
them in my midtown backyard, but not in the past few years. Where are those crickets lately? 

Mother Nature and Midtown Sacramento: Crickets
By Dave Herbert

While bike riding on the American River Parkway recently, I inquired at two separate homeless camps. “Do you hear crickets at 
night in this area?” I asked. “Not much” was the reply. One man said that crickets are an easy meal for other animals, which might 
explain the variation in cricket population from year to year, as the predator population also may vary. That’s just a guess, however. 
It’s not easy to get a reliable answer to such a mystery.                                                                                                                                   

Crickets look something like grasshoppers and are distantly related. Some crickets can fly while others cannot. They are nocturnal, 
relatively defenseless, and can be found easily when chirping. The chirping sound results from rubbing part of one wing against the 
other and is typically done by males to attract females. Many species of crickets are found in varied habitats around the world, 
except in cold climates. A tropical area such as Malaysia can have over eighty kinds of crickets chirping at once. In southern Asia, 
crickets are commonly eaten deep fried as a snack food. Closer to home, it is possible to order several different types of edible 
crickets online.

https://www.boulevardpark.org/

