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Roadway Safety: The Pedestrian Perspective

Planned and launched in the first decade of the 1900s, the original Boulevard Park actually encompasses multiple parks, one of which 
predated the neighborhood and nearly was eliminated by it (Grant Park, between B, C, 21st and 22nd Streets).  The other parks were an 
integral part of the new subdivision. They distinguished it from other neighborhoods, as the developers, Wright and Kimbrough, 
boasted in their newspaper ads. These parks fall into two categories. First there are the tree-lined median strips in the centers of 21st 
and 22nd Streets. The most visible parks in the neighborhood, they have been owned and maintained by the City since the early 1900s.  

Set at the center of a block, the second type of park was hidden behind houses and also was considered an important selling point for 
Boulevard Park real estate.  According to a Wright and Kimbrough ad from July 1905, “everybody says those big lots with the 
Central Park are the finest residence lots in the city.”  However, only four blocks on the south side of the neighborhood were slated to 
have these parks: block F, G, 20th and 21st; block F, G, 21st and 22nd; block G, H, 20th and 21st; and block G, H, 21st and 22nd. As stated 
in the Civil Engineer’s description on the official map of Boulevard Park, dated October 25, 1905, the four central parks all measured 
110 by 140 feet, were all private (“intended for the use of the lot owners in the block in which . . . each park [was] situated”), and 
were accessed from the east and west by alleys that also were private. In 1906, the block bounded by F, G, 20th, and 21st Streets was 
re-surveyed, and its center park was removed. We still do not know why that decision was made. 

In 1910, the homeowners on the three other blocks started forming clubs for the maintenance of the central parks (also called pocket 
parks or alley parks). The members of the First Park Center Club, the first one to be organized, proposed to beautify the park in 
their block, bounded by G, H, 20th and 21st Streets, and to use it for both “indoor and outdoor athletics and recreations” (Sacramento 
Bee, Mar. 31, 1910).  They even envisioned building a clubhouse, although that does not seem to have happened. Two years later, the 
Elm Park Club, representing the owners of the homes on the block bounded by G, H, 21st, and 22nd Streets, secured the deed to their 
park. The last club to get a deed, and possibly the last one to be formed, was the Boulevard Park Center Club (1913). Its alley park, 
in the block bounded by F, G, 21st, and 22nd Streets, now offers the most greenery of the three. The homeowners living around this 
park have used it for a variety of group activities over the years, and the BPNA has hosted outdoor events there as well.  

Boulevard Park(s)

Few Boulevard Park residents may realize that Grant Park used to offer more than grassy playing fields and a fenced tot-lot. In 
November 1950, long before the tot-lot existed, City Council authorized the Rotary Club to “erect and maintain” a toy repair shop 
and library at B and 22nd Streets.  The new building went up in 1951 and was formally dedicated in February. A flagpole and base 
were donated to the site in May.  Judging from listings in the Sacramento Bee, the toy library was in operation for about twenty years. 
It had a stock of refurbished toys and games for youth aged 2 to 14. As conceived by the Rotarians, who had opened similar facilities 
in Los Angeles over a decade earlier, the toy library was intended to encourage responsible behavior in children, who were rewarded 
if they treated the toys well and returned them on schedule.  By the mid-1950s, as many as one hundred children were borrowing toys 
each month.  Boulevard Park resident Richard Brown, whose family moved to the neighborhood in 1957, still remembers going there 
as a child. He recalls that the library’s stock included wagons, bicycles, scooters, games, and dolls, among other toys.  

Lacking toy lending libraries like the one formerly in Grant Park, today’s families can still borrow outdoor games from the Public 
Library’s “Library of Things,” which may be picked up at the Arcade Library or Fair Oaks Library. The collection includes a 
bean-bag toss, lawn croquet set, children’s horseshoe set, a soccer set, and a disc golf set (for information about the many types of 
items available for loan, go to: https://www.saclibrary.org/Books-Media/Specialty-Checkouts/Library-of-Things).

More Than Just Playgrounds

https://www.boulevardpark.org/
https://www.saclibrary.org/Books-Media/Specialty-Checkouts/Library-of-Things


A Brief Report from the BPNA Board

Every autumn the BPNA solicits members in good 
standing (annual dues paid) to serve on the following year’s 
Board of Directors, which is replenished annually.  Once a slate is 
formed with a minimum of seven individuals (probably in early 
November), the names of all of the declared candidates will be 
announced in the December issue of Park Beat, where the 
candidates’ personal statements also will appear. Voting for the 
2022 Board will take place at the membership meeting in January. 

Being an officer on the BPNA board is a great way to 
serve the community while also learning more about the issues 
that affect the quality of life of everyone in the neighborhood. 
Board meetings are held once a month and each session lasts 
about two hours. In collaboration with other BPNA members, the 
six officers coordinate the four public events usually sponsored by 
the association each year—the general membership meeting in 
January, the progressive dinner for National Night Out in August, 
the Spaghetti Dinner in September, and the Holiday Party in 
December. The neighborhood yard sale, usually held every other 
year, also is coordinated by the officers. Finally, the officers are 
the leading contributors to Park Beat, although submissions and 
suggestions from other BPNA members always are welcome.

If you are interested in serving on the BPNA board and 
have questions about it, please contact any current board officer 
(their names are listed on page 3 of the newsletter).

Second Call, Candidates for the 
2022 Board of Directors

At their monthly meeting on September 2, Board members 
gathered outdoors to make the most of a very pleasant cool 
summer evening. In his report on preservation issues, Jon 
Marshack began with the announcement that Sacramento State 
public history student Erin Jones is this year’s recipient of the 
Bramson Award in Historic Preservation for her Master’s thesis 
project, “Sutter County’s Century Farmers.”  He then offered a 
summary of the August 21 Preservation Sacramento Roundtable 
meeting. Its agenda included a list of Sacramento buildings being 
considered for landmark status, vacancies available on the 
Sacramento Preservation Commission, the status of the State 
Capitol building Annex project (now on hold due to the filing of a 
lawsuit challenging the project’s environmental impact report), 
the efforts underway to beautify the Catholic cemetery located on 
Broadway and 21st Street, the date and format of this year’s 
historic home tour (see the calendar entry on page 3), and a list of 
the Sacramento area’s most endangered historic resources, 
buildings, and neighborhoods. Heading the list was the old 
Marshall School (2718 G Street). Progress has yet to be 
announced about its repurposing. For residents who missed the 
Roundtable, the entire program was recorded and can be watched 
on video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-neCNJy1xok). 
Following Jon Marshack’s report, Board members discussed 
several other topics of local interest, including the problem of 
increased traffic speed and noise in our neighborhood and 
possible alternatives to the traditional Holiday Party in December.

https://www.boulevardpark.org/
https://www.metroprintandsign.com/
http://www.knutsonarchitecture.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-neCNJy1xok


BPNA Board of Directors 2021

Committees

Park Beat Production Team

Membership:                Ellen Hunt 
Preservation, Planning, and Land Use: Jon Marshack
District 4 Homelessness Task Force:          Travis Silcox 
                                                                        silcoxt5@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Catherine Turrill Lupi 
Newsletter Designer:  Pete Bramson
Social Media: Sher Singh
Block Captain Coordinator:  Joe Cress, (916) 698-7938 
                                                  josephmcress@yahoo.com

Liz Edmonds, Treasurer      liz@lizedmonds.com
David Herbert, Chair      davidmather446@gmail.com
Ellen Hunt                             ellenhhunt@gmail.com
Max Mack, Secretary           max@driventodrive.co                                     
Jon Marshack                        jon.marshack@att.net     
Sher Singh                              alexis.sher.singh@gmail.com
Catherine Turrill Lupi          turrillc@csus.edu

October: 
Places to Go, Things To Do (Really & Virtually) 

Places to Go, Things to Do (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The BPNA was 
created to support, promote, and improve the quality of life for the 
residents of the greater Boulevard Park neighborhood. By achieving this 
goal we strive to improve the quality of life for others who work and live 
in and around Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

NOTE: For more information about virtual and live public events being 
held this month, go to the city’s Sac 365 website 
(https://www.sacramento365.com/). Be sure to check individual 
organization websites for announcements and updates. Below are a few 
events, programs, and dates to remember.

Every Wednesday: Informal gathering on the 21st Street boulevard near 
F Street—no host, no agenda, just the opportunity to meet neighbors of 
all ages, orientations, and pronouns (5:30-7 p.m.; signs are posted around 
the neighborhood).

Every Wednesday: “Wednesdays at Winn,” a certified farmers’ market 
in Winn Park (28th and P Streets, 3 - 7:30 p.m.
Website: http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/).

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th Street 
between J and L; also, K Street between 19th and 20th Streets). Bike valet 
service provided. 
Website: http://exploremidtown.org/midtown-farmers-market/

Most weekend mornings: Join other volunteers in tackling a variety of 
beautification tasks at Sutter’s Landing Park. For more details, 
go to:  https://www.instagram.com/friendsofsutterslandingpark/

Oct. 1 & 2: Sacramento Greek Festival, Annunciation Orthodox 
Greek Church, 616 Alhambra Blvd. (noon-10 p.m. both days; $2 
admission, ages 13 and up). Greek food and family fun. Website: 
http://sacramentogreekfestival.com/

Sat., Oct. 2: CruiseFest 2021, hosted by the California Automobile 
Museum: Watch over 300 custom and classic cars cruise up and 
down Fulton Avenue between El Camino and Marconi (3-7 p.m.). 
Food trucks, beer garden, and live music will be on hand. Website: 
https://www.calautomuseum.org/event/CruiseFest

Sat., Oct. 2: “Monet to Matisse: Masterworks of French 
Impressionism from the Dixon Gallery and Garden” opens at the 
Crocker Art Museum. See article on page 4.

Oct. 3-9: “Preserving Perseverance,” Sacramento’s Annual Archives 
Crawl, with a full week of  online events and programs hosted by the 
California State Archives, California State Library, Center for 
Sacramento History, and Sacramento Room, Central Library (free for 
everyone).  Website: https://www.facebook.com/sacarchivescrawl

Wed., Oct. 6: Starting date of the 30th Anniversary Collector’s 
Edition Exhibit & Art Sale at the Viewpoint Photographic Art Center, 
2015 J Street (ends at 3 p.m. on Nov. 5). Website:  
https://www.viewpointgallery.org/content/30th-anniversary-colle
ctor%E2%80%99s-edition-exhibit-art-sale

Thu., Oct. 7: BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 
p.m.). Open to BPNA members and other interested residents 
(completion of COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave Herbert 
for information or to suggest agenda items.

Oct. 9 & 10: Porcelain Show and Tea, hosted by the Camellia City 
Porcelain Artists Club at the Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 3330 
McKinley Blvd. (10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day). Free admission, 
complimentary snacks and drinks. Hand-painted porcelain pieces will 
be for sale.  Website: https://www.sgaac.org/calendar.php

Oct. 11: Indigenous Peoples’ Day

Oct. 22 & 23: Art by Fire Show, hosted by Sacramento Potters at the 
Shepard Garden and Arts Center,  3330 McKinley Blvd. (1-6 p.m. on 
Oct. 22; 8 a.m.-5 p.m. on Oct. 23). Website: https://artbyfire.org/

Oct. 24: Preservation Sacramento’s annual Historic Home Tour, held 
virtually for the first time (via video, online). For more information, 
go to: https://www.facebook.com/PreservationSac/

Oct. 30: Live@the Park (11th and N Streets; 6-8 p.m.): free outdoor 
concert in Capitol Park.  Bring a chair, bring a picnic!  Website: 
https://www.facebook.com/liveattheparksac/

. . .  And looking ahead to early November:

Thu., Nov. 4: BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 
p.m.). Open to BPNA members and other interested residents 
(completion of COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave
Herbert for information or to suggest agenda items.

Fri., Nov. 5: Last day of the 30th Anniversary Collector’s Edition 
Exhibit & Art Sale at the Viewpoint Photographic Art Center, 2015 J 
Street (see above, under Oct. 6).

Oct. 1: “Concerto’s Return,” Sacramento 
Baroque Soloists, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
15th and J Streets (7:30 p.m.; admission charged; 
masks required). 

Website: https://www.sacramentobaroque.org/
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Blackberry Bushes

Almond trees are not planted along Sacramento’s city streets the 
way elms and sycamore trees are, but they are very significant 
locally because almond processing is still a major industry here. 
While many links to agriculture are no longer evident in 
Sacramento, the California Almond Growers Exchange (Blue 
Diamond Growers) continues its long Sacramento history right 
here in our neighborhood. 

Almonds were one of the first fruit trees to be domesticated, due 
to the ease of growing the tree from seed. They begin bearing an 
economic crop three years after planting and are full bearing in 
five or six years. The fruit of the almond tree is actually a 
“drupe.” It has an outer hull, a hard woody shell like the outside 
of a peach pit. Inside the hull is the edible seed, commonly 
called a nut. 

The almond tree originated in Iran and surrounding countries, 
then was spread throughout the Mediterranean, northern Africa, 
and southern Europe. Almond production in California is 
concentrated in the central valley, as this area has rich soils, 
abundant sunshine, and (until recently) sufficient water. 
Because almonds require large amounts of water, persistent 
droughts are now making production more difficult. 

Almond cultivation also requires the use of insects—especially 
bees—to pollinate the trees, and over a million hives are 
brought here annually to accomplish this. In fact, the pollination 
of California’s many almond trees is the largest annual managed 
pollination event in the world. The U.S. produces about 55% of 
the world’s almonds. According to the Sacramento Bee, the 
total value of the California almond crop last year was over 6 
billion dollars, quite an important part of our state’s economy. 

Locally, almond trees are often found in backyards and along 
the American River bike trail, perhaps planted by squirrels. The 
photograph below was taken from the bike path near Blue 
Diamond Growers.

Trees of Sacramento: The Almond

This month brings the Crocker Art Museum’s first exhibition 
focused on French Impressionism. A traveling show with 
works borrowed from an art museum in Memphis, Tennessee, 
“Monet to Matisse: Masterworks of French Impressionism 
from the Dixon Gallery and Gardens” features paintings by a 
host of renowned Realist, Impressionist, Post-Impressionist, 
and Modern artists, among them Courbet, Corot, Monet (photo 
below), Renoir, Sisley, Gauguin, Cézanne, and Matisse. 

The exhibition will open to museum members on October 2, 
to the general public on October 7, and will be on view until 
January 9, 2022. The Crocker is now open Thursdays through 
Sundays, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Entry is by timed ticket, 
advance ticket reservations are strongly recommended, and 
masks are required (regardless of vaccination status).  For 
more information about the museum, this exhibition, and 
activities connected to the exhibition, go to: 
https://www.crockerart.org/exhibitions/monet-to-matisse

“Monet to Matisse” Exhibition at the Crocker

mailto:ffort@damrell.com
https://www.boulevardpark.org/
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The big white house at the northwest corner of E and 22nd Streets has 
been attracting attention ever since its inclusion on the Sacramento 
Old City Association’s historic home tour in 1988. For one thing, it is 
unlike any of the houses nearby. It is tall and boxy and may appear 
plain next to the bungalows around it, despite the single Doric 
column in the front porch and the leaded and stained-glass sash 
windows on both stories. The current owner, Phillip Garcia of Mill 
River, Inc. (a custom cabinet and furniture company), compares it to 
a farmhouse, and with that parallel in mind he has persuaded the city 
to approve the installation of metal roofing, the type that is often 
found in rural farmhouses (and rarely in Sacramento, two examples 
being the historic residences at 2230 N and 4007 H Streets).           

430 22nd Street (Hall-Garcia House)

Built in 1907 or 1908, 430 22nd Street was the home of County Clerk 
Harry W. Hall and his wife Mary for over thirty years (1908-1941). 
Mary Hall’s mother, Kate Foster, had purchased the lot in 1907 and 
built the house around the corner, 2125 E Street, in 1910.  Either the 
Halls or the E.P. Olsons (the next owners, 1942-1960)  may have hired 
Adelbert (“Bert”) Leeman to make the leaded glass windows for the 
house. Leeman learned to work with glass in Los Angeles in the early 
1900s, operated a stained-glass painting studio at 1924 P Street in 
Sacramento with his wife Hattie in the 1920s, was active as a glazier 
in Sacramento through the late 1930s, and made painted stained-glass 
windows for many local buildings, among them the Sutter Club, the 
San Juan Masonic Lodge, and several homes in Sierra Oaks.  

Can’t travel because of COVID but itching to try new 
tastes? Check out Tupi Coffee, a small café with great food 
at 19th and G, the space formerly occupied by Simpleton.  
Owner Eduardo Faustino offers a tasty array of Brazilian 
pastries as well as American breakfast and lunch items. 

Breakfast? Try a Brazilian acai smoothie, a bowl of granola 
and fresh fruit, or a more American Avocado Egg or Nutella 
Banana toast. For lunch, sandwiches include three kinds of 
vegetarian options as well as classics like turkey club, ham 
and cheese, and BLTA.  And, any time of day, treat yourself 
to one or more of the savory Brazilian pastries: Pão de 
Quiejo (gluten-free tapioca bread with cheese melted 
inside), Coxinha (pastry made with tapioca flour, mashed 
potatoes, and a creamy chicken filling), four types of 
Rissole (a Brazilian dumpling with a choice of one of four 
fillings: two vegetarian, two with meat), and Esfiha 
(mini-pizzas, two with meat toppings, one with hearts of 
palm).  Vegan items may be added to the menu later. The 
café also serves a range of coffee and tea drinks, sodas, and 
sparkling waters.  Eduardo imports green coffee beans from 
Brazil that are then roasted by Milka Coffee Roasters, just 
four blocks away, because of his strong belief in the power 
of mutual support between small businesses. 

Eduardo came to the U.S. a few years ago from the 
Brazilian city of Ouro Preto in the state of Minas Gerais, 
landing first in San Francisco, with a dream of opening a 
small café.  For two years, he methodically visited all the 
coffee houses he could to see how they operated and what 
did and didn’t work, supporting himself by driving for 
Uber.  Prospects in Sacramento appealed to him. Late in 
2019 he opened his first café inside an office complex on 
Arden Way, serving the workers there.  But the offices shut 
down due to COVID, forcing him to close the café 
temporarily.  His good friend at Milka Roasting knew of the 
vacancy at 701 19th Street and suggested he try opening a 
new café there.  A midtown resident himself, Eduardo is 
very happy to be here, and he aims to create a comfortable 
space with a neighborhood feel, where people can stop for 
coffee and hang out awhile.  

Tupi Coffee is now open 7 days a week, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Website: https://www.tupicoffee.com/

And check out the recent Good Day Sacramento story at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwCR_uCC7KM

A Taste of Brazil in Boulevard Park

  430 22nd Street: New roof and old windows

Bert Leeman in 1979 (Bee photo)

Bert Leeman was still 
working with stained glass in 
the 1970s, when he started 
taking on pupils and giving 
lectures in the Sacramento 
area. He died in April 1990, at 
age 96. A dedicated artisan 
himself, he might have 
appreciated the fact that a 
skilled cabinet-maker now 
owns the Boulevard Park 
house with the windows that 
he crafted many years ago.
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The Boulevard Park neighborhood now boasts one of the 
City’s several electric vehicle charging stations, installed 
this summer along the west side of the 900 block of 22nd 
Street. The state’s first curbside high-powered charging 
plaza for electric vehicles was built in Southside Park in 
spring 2019. It was the result of a partnership between the 
City and EVGo, the nation’s largest public electric vehicle 
fast-charging network. Artists were commissioned to 
design vinyl “wraps” for the EV chargers installed on 22nd 
Street and in the 500 block of 14th Street. The 22nd Street 
charger wrap was designed by Yoly Petra Stroeve.

As explained on the City website, EV (electric vehicle) 
drivers can park for free at designated EV charging spaces. 
No meter fees or parking fees apply, but parking is limited 
to two hours.  To pay for the cost of charging, drivers can 
use a credit card, their phone, an EVgo RFID card, or an 
EVgo app. For more information about the stations, go to: 
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/Public-Works/Electric
-Vehicle-Initiatives/Curbside-Charging

New Curbside Vehicle
Charging Station on 22nd Street

As reported in the August 6 issue of Sacramento City Express, with the 
recent passage of a new statewide mandate, SB 1383, the City of 
Sacramento has committed itself to a new organics recycling program. 
The commercial program went into effect this past July 6.  In summer 
2022, city residents will be required to dispose of all organic waste in 
their green waste bins, rather than throw it into garbage cans.  Organic 
waste includes not only food waste, such as vegetable and fruit scraps, 
eggshells, meat, and dairy, but also paper products that have been in 
close contact with food, such as pizza boxes, coffee filters, and paper 
napkins. All of the organic waste collected from residents and 
businesses will be taken to recycling facilities and converted to 
compost which then will be made available to customers. For more 
information, refer to the City website about organic recycling 
(https://www.cityofsacramento.org/organics).  

If you have a backyard and prefer to take a home-based approach to 
the disposal of food and garden waste, you may want to consider 
backyard composting. The City of Sacramento provides information 
about that activity, sponsoring Fall seminars in non-pandemic times. It 
also offers a 34-page guide to backyard composting (please note that, 
for backyard composting, meat and dairy products are not welcome).  

For more information about composting, go to the City website 
(http://www.cityofsacramento.org/Public-Works/RSW/Collection-
Services/Garbage/Composting ).  

For information about other composting workshops, go to the website 
of the UCCE Master Gardeners of Sacramento County 
(http://sacmg.ucanr.edu/Composting_workshops/).

2022 Will Bring New Organic Waste 
Disposal Rules for Residents 
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