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March 2022

Because of concerns about the risks posed by the COVID omicron variant at indoor gatherings, the February 10 
membership meeting was moved from the Ethel Hart Senior Center to the computer screens of neighborhood residents, 
using a Zoom format. We are very grateful to the BPNA members who were able to attend, and also to our two guest 
speakers, Ethan Hanson and Katie Valenzuela.

The meeting began with a “year in review” report by Board member Jon Marshack, who summarized key BPNA activities 
and accomplishments during 2021. He then announced the results of this year’s election. All seven members of the new 
2022 Board were present at the meeting: Liz Edmonds, Dave Herbert, Ellen Hunt, Max Mack, Jon Marshack, Sher Singh, 
and Catherine Turrill Lupi. Thanks were offered to Travis Silcox for serving as BPNA’s representative on the District 4 
Homelessness Task Force and to the volunteers who assist with the development and distribution of Park Beat.

Ethan Hanson, Captain of Central Command for the Sacramento Police Department, spoke next. He told us about several 
issues of interest, beginning with staff changes and promotions in the Department. Captain Kathy Lester is the new chief, 
replacing Daniel Hahn, whose efforts she plans to continue. These include addressing the increase in violent crimes where 
guns are involved; emphasizing transparency; and implementing a new policy of investigating every complaint. Captain 
Hanson then discussed traffic enforcement in the city, an issue of particular concern to BPNA members. He explained that 
eight motorcycle cops (“motors”) are now responsible for monitoring traffic throughout Sacramento, a notable decrease 
from the thirty “motors” that oversaw the same area in the past. After listening to requests from audience members for 
more stop-sign enforcement, he promised to check on certain problem intersections in Midtown.

District 4 Councilmember Katie Valenzuela spoke next. She provided a rapid overview of changes in our District, which 
now embraces contiguous areas in the River District, East Sacramento, and River Park. Topics that she discussed included 
the mid-year City budget and spending plan, progress toward achieving more racial equity, rebuilding trust between local 
communities and the City police department, local climate change and transportation goals, and, of great urgency, the 
ongoing homelessness crisis. More shelter space has been secured in our district, and “Project Roomkey” (PRK) may be 
extended in the City, but additional “safe parking” sites are needed here and elsewhere. The solar panel-covered parking lot 
at Sutter’s Landing Park had been one of several sites under review for possible designation as a “safe parking” site. 
However, for a number of reasons it was removed from consideration, as was later announced on Feb. 16.  Acreage in 
South Sacramento, recently bought by the City, may be allocated towards safe parking and other services for people 
experiencing homelessness (see article on page 4).  The City Council also is considering the use of a single phone number, 
2-1-1, to consolidate access to homeless and social services at  the County and City level.  Finally, funding is needed for 
more staff in the Department of Community response (and, on Feb. 16, the mayor announced that it had been allocated).

BPNA’s Annual Membership Meeting: A New Year, A New Board

Boulevard Park’s Rite Aid Pharmacy to close on March 3
After fourteen years of service to the Boulevard Park neighborhood, the Rite Aid Pharmacy, which had its grand opening in 
February 2008, will be closing its doors in early March. The Rite Aid Corporation does not own the building and, as of this 
writing, no one has announced what will happen to it.  Many residents probably would welcome another small supermarket.  
Depending on how long they have lived in the neighborhood, they may recall the convenience of shopping at one of the grocery 
stores that used to be on this block--Cardinal’s (1949-1965), Lucky’s (1966-1999), or Albertson’s (1999-2007).

https://www.boulevardpark.org/


Why wait until April to work on your 2021 income tax 
return?  Free assistance with tax return preparation is 
available now. Here are several  resources, some of which 
were reported in the Feb. 8 issue of The Sacramento Bee:

● IRS Free File offers “guided online tax preparation at 
no charge.” Go to the “free file” page on the IRS.gov 
website and once you understand the program, click  
“Choose an IRS Free File Offer.”

● For individuals earning $58,000 or less, both 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) and Tax 
Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) offer help with 
preparing tax returns.  See the IRS website 
(https://www.irs.gov/individuals/free-tax-return-p
reparation-for-qualifying-taxpayers) or check the 
its list for agencies located a specified distance from 
your zip code. Two sites within two miles of zip 
95816 are at 2411 Alhambra Boulevard (CRVC Asian 
Resources Inc.) and Sacramento State.

● The United Way is hosting a free “Do-It-Yourself Tax 
Event” on Sunday, March 12 
(website: https://yourfreetaxprep.org)

● The AARP Foundation Tax-Aide Program offers free 
in-person and online tax assistance to everyone, 
especially taxpayers who are over 50 years of age and 
have a low to moderate income 
(https://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/aarp_taxaide)

Preparing for the Inevitable

Sixty years ago, Adeliza McHugh opened the Candy Store 
Gallery in Folsom. As noted on the Crocker’s website, the 
art shows held in the gallery “helped put the whimsical, 
funky, and irreverent aesthetic of California’s Central 
Valley on the art historical map” 
(https://www.crockerart.org/exhibitions/the-candy-store). 
The Crocker Art Museum is hosting a day of events 
related to the exhibition on Saturday, March 5, including 
the premiere screening of a documentary about the 
gallery, special tours, and a panel discussion. To learn 
more or to sign up for the program, go to: 
https://www.crockerart.org/event/2835/2022-03-05

“Art with a Kick” at the Candy Store Gallery
(Crocker Art Museum, until May 1)
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BPNA Board of Directors 2022

Committees

Park Beat Production Team

Membership:                Ellen Hunt 
Preservation, Planning, and Land Use: Jon Marshack
District 4 Homelessness Task Force:          Travis Silcox 
                                                                        silcoxt5@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Catherine Turrill Lupi 
Columnist: David Herbert
Newsletter Designer:  Pete Bramson
Social Media: Sher Singh
Block Captain Coordinator:  Joe Cress, (916) 698-7938 
                                                  josephmcress@yahoo.com

Liz Edmonds, Treasurer      liz@lizedmonds.com
David Herbert, Chair      davidmather446@gmail.com
Ellen Hunt                             ellenhhunt@gmail.com
Max Mack, Secretary           max@driventodrive.com                                     
Jon Marshack                        jon.marshack@att.net     
Sher Singh                              alexis.sher.singh@gmail.com
Catherine Turrill Lupi          turrillc@csus.edu

March 2022: 
Places to Go, Things to Do (Really & Virtually)  

Places to Go, Things to Do (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The BPNA was 
created to support, promote, and improve the quality of life for the 
residents of the greater Boulevard Park neighborhood. By achieving this 
goal we strive to improve the quality of life for others who work and live 
in and around Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

NOTE: For more information about public events being held this month, 
go to the city’s Sac 365 website (https://www.sacramento365.com/). Be 
sure to check individual organization websites for announcements and 
updates. Below are a few events, programs, and dates to remember.

Every Wednesday: “Music at Noon,” free concert series hosted by 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1300 N Street; website: 
https://www.westminsac.org/music-noon). Live-streaming also is 
available.

Every Wednesday: “Wednesdays at Winn,” a certified farmers’ market in 
Winn Park (28th and P Streets, 3 - 7:30 p.m.; website: 
http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/).

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th Street 
between J and L; also, K Street between 19th and 20th Street). Website: 
http://exploremidtown.org/midtown-farmers-market/

Most weekend mornings: Join other volunteers in tackling a variety of 
beautification tasks at Sutter’s Landing Park. For more details, go to:  
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofsutterslandingpark/

Mar. 5 & 6: Camellia Society of Sacramento Show, Elks Lodge, 6446 
Riverside Blvd. Website: https://camelliasocietyofsacramento.org/events

Sat., Mar. 5: Vendor Faire, New Era Community Garden, 204 26th St. 
(11 a.m. to 3 p.m.). See article on page 6.

Sat., Mar. 5:    Panel Discussion at the Crocker Art Museum: “Sweet 
Talks,” a conversation about Adeliza McHugh and her Candy Store art 
gallery in Folsom (1-2:30 p.m.). See article on page 2.

Mar. 7-14: California Arbor Week. See article on page 5.

Tue., Mar. 8: International Women’s Day, with the theme “#Break the 
Bias” (website: https://www.internationalwomensday.com)

Tue., Mar. 8: Arbor Week Midtown Tree Tour, hosted by the 
Sacramento Tree Foundation (5-6:30 p.m.).  Free. To register, go to:
https://sactree.org/event/arbor-week-midtown-tree-tour/

Wed., Mar. 9: Arbor Week Reforestation Live Stream, hosted by the 
Sacramento Tree Foundation (Noon-12:30 p.m.). Free. To register, go to 
the website:https://sactree.org/event/arbor-week-reforestation-livestream/

Sat., Mar. 12: Free Tax Prep workshop, hosted by United Way (8-11 
a.m.): online training, advance registration required. See article on p. 2. 
Website: https://www.yourlocalunitedway.org/event/free-tax-prep-workshops

Sat., Mar. 12: St. Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival, Old Sacramento 
Waterfront (noon-5 p.m.): parade, vendors, musicians, and more. 
Website: https://www.oldsacramento.com/st-patricks-day-parade-festival

Sat., Mar. 12: Masons’ Tour, Historic City Cemetery, 1000 Broadway 
(4-5:30 p.m.). Website:https://www.facebook.com/oldcitycemetery/

Sun., Mar. 13: Daylight Savings Time begins.  Turn your clocks ahead!

Sun., Mar. 13:  Sacramento Antique Faire, at Sleep Train Arena, 1 
Sports Parkway (6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; use east entrance off Truxel Road; 
park in Lot K; $3 per person admission, but parking is free). 
Website: https://www.sacantiquefaire.com/

Sun., Mar. 13: Arbor Week Festival, Urban Wood Rescue, Depot Park, 
6045 Midway St. (1-5 p.m.). See article on page 5. 

Thu., Mar. 17: St. Patrick’s Day

Thu., Mar. 17:  Live-streamed lecture from the Sacramento Room, 
Central Library: “The History of Pre- Civil War Sacramento,” by James 
Scott (3-4 p.m.). Free, but advance registration is required. Website: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-history-of-pre-civil-war-sacramento-with-ja
mes-scott-tickets-236252877717

Mar. 18-20: Chrysalis, performance by the Sacramento Ballet at The 
Sofia, 2700 Capitol Ave. (7:30 p.m. on Fri.; 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on 
Sat.; 2 p.m. on Sun.; admission charged). https://www.sacballet.org/

Fri., Mar. 18: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, directed by Khimberly 
Marshall, at Celebration Arts, 2727 B St. (performances through Apr. 
10). Website: https://www.celebrationarts.net

Sun., Mar. 20: First day of Spring

. . .  And looking ahead to early April:  

Thu., Apr. 7: BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 
p.m.). Open to BPNA members and other interested residents 
(completion of COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave Herbert 
for information or to suggest agenda items. 
 

Thu., Mar. 3:  BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 
p.m.). Open to BPNA members and  other interested residents 
(completion of COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave Herbert 
for information or to suggest agenda items. 

Mar. 5 & 6: Spring Sale at the Shepard Garden and Art Center, 3330 
McKinley Boulevard (10-4 on Saturday; 10-3 on Sunday). Jewelry, 
plants, flowers, crafts, antiques, art, food, and more. Website: 
https://www.sgaac.org/news.php
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Blackberry Bushes

As reported in Sacramento City Express on January 21 and 
again on February 10, the city has purchased an 
undeveloped 102-acre property south of Meadowview 
Road, north of Cosumnes River Boulevard, and east of 24th 
Street (adjacent to the Sacramento Job Corps Center site: 
see the map above, from the February 10 City Express). 

Mai Vang, the council  member for District 8, where the 
acreage is located, will be hosting a series of “community 
listening sessions” this Spring so that residents can 
exchange ideas about how the site might be developed, and 
offer opinions about which amenities might be most 
beneficial to the community. 

In the meantime, part of the land may be used to “provide 
safe parking and other services for people experiencing 
homelessness.” As Councilmember Vang observed, 
“addressing the immediate needs of our unhoused 
neighbors by providing direct services and creating 
short-term safe spaces is important for all communities in 
Sacramento.” Her office also has created a webpage that 
provides more information about the property and the 
listening sessions that will begin in March 
(https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Mayor-Council/Dist
ricts/District8/Listening-Sessions). Congresswoman Doris 
Matsui helped the City acquire an easement across federal 
land, a necessary step for vehicular access to the South 
Sacramento property.  

For more information about the property purchase, go to: 
https://sacramentocityexpress.com/2022/02/10/the-city-j
ust-purchased-this-large-empty-property-in-south-sacra
mento-what-comes-next/

A South Sacramento Site 
with Lots of Potential

Three times a year, the City of Sacramento offers Landscape & 
Learning, a paid work experience program for city residents 
ages 14-17. Applications for the Summer program, which runs 
from June through August, will be available in March. As 
described on the City website, the Landscape & Learning crews 
“work directly on community parks and green 
spaces—weeding, pruning, and providing general park 
maintenance and clean-up.”  The young people admitted to the 
program receive specialized training and are paid $15 per hour. 
During the Spring session, which runs from early March 
through May, the L&L crews will work on Saturdays and 
Sundays (8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., including an unpaid half-hour 
lunch break). 

For more information about the program, contact David Gaines 
(dgaines@cityofsacramento.org; 916-808-8929) 

or go to the City’s website 
(https://www.cityofsacramento.org/ParksandRec/Youth-Div
ision/Youth-Employment/LandscapeAndLearning).

Outdoorsy Summer Jobs for City Youth
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In February 1906, the Woman’s Council of Sacramento observed Arbor Day with an ambitious tree-planting campaign in 
Sacramento’s newest neighborhood, Boulevard Park.  Unlike the state’s Arbor Day celebrations in 1904 and 1905, when fan palms 
were planted along Capitol Avenue and date palms along 28th Street, Boulevard Park’s event involved several different varieties of 
shade trees that had been grown in the National Nursery in Washington, D.C. These were the first trees the federal government had 
ever given to a city for planting along its streets.  According to contemporary newspaper accounts, the 2,000 seedlings sent from 
Washington to Sacramento included American elm, gingko, Norway maple, sugar maple, pin oak, red oak, and European Sycamore. 
In a 1906 ad promoting Boulevard Park, Wright & Kimbrough boasted about the “very choicest shade trees” planted that year by the 
Woman’s Council. 

In March 1909, Governor Gillett signed the Bird and Arbor Day Act. This act also honored renowned California horticulturalist 
Luther Burbank by making his birthday, March 7, a school holiday with tree- and flower-planting activities offered throughout the 
state. From the start, Arbor Day was about teaching children the value of birds and trees, and the need to protect them. 

     Arbor Day, Luther Burbank, and Boulevard Park

In photos taken of Boulevard Park just a few years later, such as this vintage snapshot of the 600 block of 21st Street (above), the 
young saplings are barely visible along the sidewalks and in the central median strips. Some of them still survive today, transformed 
into towering trees that provide shade throughout the same neighborhood (below).  What a difference 111 years make!

Arbor Week Festival 
California Arbor Week is an annual celebration of trees that is held between March 7 (the state’s 
traditional Arbor Day: see above) and March 14. This year, when Arbor Week coincides with the 40th 
anniversary of the Sacramento Tree Foundation, additional events are planned, among them a combined 
festival and 40th anniversary party at Urban Wood Rescue from 1-5 on Sunday afternoon, March 13 
(Depot Park, 6045 Midway Street, Sacramento). Admission to the festival is free, as is on-site parking. A 
family-friendly event, Arbor Week Festival will offer a range of activities and demonstrations for folks 
of all ages. Food, drink, wood, and wares will be available for purchase. 

For more information, including instructions about visiting Depot Park, go to: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/arbor-week-festival-registration-244660455007

Two other Arbor Week activities are scheduled on March 8 (Midtown Tree Tour) and March 9 (Reforestation Livestream): see the 
calendar entries on page 3. For additional information about the Sacramento Tree Foundation and its 40th anniversary celebration, go 
to: https://sactree.org/arbor-week-2022/
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Skunks are not aggressive and will not spray unless threatened. If they are in danger, 
they may charge at an attacker and hiss, or stomp their front legs. If that doesn’t work 
the skunk can spray a liquid with a strong unpleasant scent and a shooting range of 
about 10 feet.  The odor can last for days but it is not harmful. If you would prefer not 
to have skunks in your yard, keep in mind that the City of Sacramento does not trap or 
remove them, and even has a general policy (as explained on the city website) against 
relocating any healthy wild animals. It might be easier to block off  easy nesting sites, 
so the critters will simply move on. For other tips, go to: 
https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Community-Development/Animal-Care/Other-Stuff/Skunks

Critters in Our Midst: Skunks
Skunks can be found in most rural areas, many 
urban ones, and in all Sacramento neighborhoods. 
City dwelling skunks have little fear of people 
because they have lived near us all their lives. They 
usually sleep during the day, then forage for food at 
night. They are not fussy eaters and will happily 
devour pet food that is left outside, rodents, insects, 
garbage, fruit, plants, etc.

This photo, printed in Life Magazine 
70 years ago, shows a boy holding a 
skunk borrowed from the Animal 
Lending Library at the Sacramento 
Junior Museum 

About the size of a house cat, skunks are near 
sighted but have very good hearing and a good 
sense of smell. In urban areas skunks will often 
build a nest under decks, porches, and foundations. 
They might use their strong front paws to dig a hole 
for a nest or they might move into a nest hole 
abandoned by another animal. Females give birth 
every year, producing litters of 2 to 10 babies. The 
young leave the nest at about 2 months and are 
ready to reproduce when they are 10-12 months old. 
Skunks can live about 3 years.

Come and sample all kinds of wares at the 
Vendor Faire at the New Era Community 
Garden, now in its twelfth year. The 
Miridae Mobile Nursery will be there, and 
other vendors also will be on hand. You will 
find art, stickers, ceramics, books, 
hand-crafted skin care, handmade dolls 
and other fabric crafts, jewelry, honey, 
gourmet coffee and tea, street tacos by 
@beachbumstephs, and more. Fair goers 
can support the Community Garden while 
shopping at local small businesses. Please 
walk or bike if you can. If you come by car, 
please park near Stanford Park (2700 block 
of C Street). Thank you for helping to 
minimize any impact on our neighbors 
during this fun event. 

If you have any questions about the Vendor 
Faire, send an email to: 
tlsimpson7@aol.com.  

To learn more about Miridae Nursery, go to: 
https://www.miridae.com/mobilenursery

Neighborhood Fun 
Saturday, March 5 
(11 a.m. to 3 p.m.)
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