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January 2023

The 2023 BPNA general meeting is planned to be an in-person event and will be held at the Ethel Hart Senior Center, 915 
27th Street, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. However, as announced in the December issue of Park Beat, it has been postponed from 
January (when it usually is scheduled) until Thursday, February 9.  Two or more guest speakers will be invited to speak 
on topics of neighborhood and City interest. Typically, they are City employees and/or elected representatives. Their 
names, and an outline of the meeting’s agenda (which will include an “Open Forum” for the discussion of any topics 
brought up by members attending the meeting), will be announced in the February issue of Park Beat.

An important task at each general meeting is the election of the seven members of that year’s Board of Directors. Because 
some residents may be reluctant or unable to attend an indoor event for health reasons, BPNA is offering all members the 
option of voting by mail, rather than at the general meeting. To be eligible to vote, BPNA members must pay their 2023 
dues, either by Wednesday, February 8 (if they are voting by mail) or at the general meeting itself, prior to filling out 
their ballots. All mail-in ballots also must be received by BPNA no later than February 8. 

The earlier deadline for members who are paying and voting by mail is to ensure that all ballots can be counted, and the 
results announced, at the general meeting on February 9. To learn more about the 2023 Board candidates, see their 
personal statements on page 5 of this  newsletter. Please note that three 2022 Board members, Ellen Hunt, Max Mack, and 
Jon Marshack, have chosen not to run again. We thank them for their several years of service to the BPNA.

To pay the 2023 membership dues before the general meeting, use the form on page 6 of this newsletter or go to the 
membership section of the BPNA website (https://www.boulevardpark.org/membership-form). The membership dues 
payment also may be mailed to BPNA’s postal box with the 2023 Board ballot (on page 6). 

As a reminder, the recommended annual payment for each adult member of BPNA is between $5 and $15, or any other 
amount a member can afford. Each dues-paying adult member gets one vote in the annual election. For example, if two 
adults in a single household are both dues-paying members of BPNA, each gets one vote.

COVID caveat: If local health conditions worsen and in-person gatherings are no longer viable in early February, the 
general meeting will be held in a virtual format, using the Zoom platform. The day and time of the meeting will be the 
same. Information about accessing the February 9 meeting from a computer or digital device will be provided in the next 
issue of Park Beat and shared via email with all BPNA members.

2023 BPNA General Meeting and Board Elections

A long-established tradition in Boulevard Park, the annual Holiday Party was suspended in 2020 and 2021, due to the 
ongoing pandemic. This year, residents were glad to celebrate the season again in one of our neighborhood’s historic 
residences, the White house at 630 21st Street. The old-fashioned Christmas tree in the dining room provided a festive 
backdrop for this potluck event, and the refreshments brought by the participants included a variety of seasonal treats, 
from roasted walnuts to cranberry meatballs. As an added bonus, the guests were able to see the results of interior 
renovation and restoration work undertaken by the current owners, Kalem and Meghan Brock. We are very grateful for 
their hospitality, and we also are glad that the predicted winter storms did not interfere too much with our party.

Residents Gather Together Again for the Holiday Party
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At its monthly meeting on December 1, the BPNA board 
welcomed Zach Freels, the new Chief of Staff for Councilmember 
Katie Valenzuela’s office. Zach spoke about many subjects of 
interest to residents in this neighborhood and throughout the city, 
such as the recent decision to expand “protected bike lanes” in 
downtown and midtown (see the December 2022 issue of Park 
Beat); the City’s ongoing negotiations with a well-known 
supermarket group to open a grocery store downtown; an open 
market concept involving John Muir Park (15th and C Streets) and 
an under-used warehouse adjacent to it; and the need to secure 
adequate parking for the new passenger train station projected for 
the 19th and R Streets area (mentioned in the same December 
article).  Other topics discussed at the meeting included the need 
for adequate parking for occupants of the many new, mid-rise 
residential apartment buildings now under construction in midtown 
and the central city; a costly plan to renovate the downtown jail 
(the County Board of Supervisors approved the proposal a week 
later, on December 8); and the potential conversion of excess office 
space into much needed affordable living space in the City. 

Are you interested in receiving regular news updates from the 
District 4 office via email? To sign up for the newsletter, go to: 
https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Mayor-Council/Districts/Dis
trict4/Newsletter

A Brief Report from the BPNA Board

As stated on the website, the City Planning Academy is a “free, 
hybrid course designed to empower Sacramento residents and 
business owners on current planning issues and City plans 
underway in Sacramento.” Upon completion of the 11-week 
program, participants will have the “tools and insights that will 
empower them to be more effective advocates in future City of 
Sacramento planning efforts.” All classes will be held on 
Monday evenings from 5:30-7:30 p.m., starting on March 5 
and ending on May 15. The first and last classes will be 
conducted in person at community centers; all other classes will 
be held virtually. Two in-person tours (attendance optional) will 
be held on Saturday mornings. For more information and to apply 
for the Academy, go to the City website: 
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/community-development/pl
anning/long-range/planning-academy

2023 City Planning Academy: 
Applications due January 30
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BPNA Board of Directors 2022

Committees

Park Beat Production Team

Membership:                Ellen Hunt 
Preservation, Planning, and Land Use: Jon Marshack

Newsletter Editor: Catherine Turrill Lupi 
Columnist: David Herbert
Newsletter Designer:  Pete Bramson
Social Media: Sher Singh
Block Captain Coordinator:  Joe Cress, (916) 698-7938 
                                                  josephmcress@yahoo.com

Liz Edmonds, Treasurer     liz@lizedmonds.com
David Herbert, Chair     davidmather446@gmail.com
Ellen Hunt                            ellenhhunt@gmail.com
Max Mack, Secretary          healthiswealthteam@gmail.com                                     
Jon Marshack                      jon.marshack@att.net     
Sher Singh                            alexis.sher.singh@gmail.com
Catherine Turrill Lupi        turrillc@csus.edu

January 2023: Places to Go, Things to Do 

Places to Go, Things to Do (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The BPNA was 
created to support, promote, and improve the quality of life for the 
residents of the greater Boulevard Park neighborhood. By achieving this 
goal we strive to improve the quality of life for others who work and live 
in and around Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

TIP: For more information about public events this month, go to: 
https://www.sacramento365.com. Be sure to check individual 
organization websites for announcements and updates. 

Tues. – Sun.: Go skating at the Downtown Sacramento Ice Rink at 
7th and K Streets before it closes (the last day is Jan. 16!). Website: 
https://www.godowntownsac.com/events/signature-events/ice-rin
k/
Every Wednesday: “Wednesdays at Winn,” a certified farmers’ 
market in Winn Park (28th and P Streets, 3 - 7:30 p.m.; website: 
http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/). 

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th 

St. between J and L St.; K St. between 19th and 21st St.). Website: 
https://exploremidtown.org/midtownfarmersmarket/

Most weekend mornings: Join other volunteers in tackling a variety 
of beautification tasks at Sutter’s Landing Park. For more details, 
contact FOSL’s volunteer coordinator, Betsy Weiland, by email 
(flweiland@yahoo.com) or phone (279-202-4677).  

Thu., Jan. 5: BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 
p.m.). Open to BPNA members and other interested residents 
(completion of COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave 
Herbert for information.

Sun., Jan. 8: Sacramento Antique Faire, 1 Sports Parkway (Sleep 
Train Arena, East Entrance: off Truxel Road), 6:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Free 
parking; $3 admission fee to the Faire.

Sat., Jan. 14: Art by Fire/Potters Group Seconds Sale, Shepard 
Garden & Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd. (10 a.m.-2 p.m.). 
Website: https://artbyfire.org/upcoming-events/

Mon., Jan. 16:  Martin  Luther  King, Jr. Day (federal and state 
holiday)

Mon., Jan. 16: Deadline for Saul Wiseman Grant applications. 
Website: https://sacplants.org/grants

Sat., Jan. 21: UCCE Master Gardeners host an Open Garden at the 
Fair Oaks Horticultural Center,  11549 Fair Oaks Blvd., from 9 to 
noon, rain or shine. For more information, go to the website: 
https://sacmg.ucanr.edu/?calitem=545114

Sun., Jan. 22: Chinese New Year: Year of the Rabbit (see below) .

Mon., Jan. 23: End of Leaf Season: after this day (until Nov. 1, 
2023), there will be no weekly curbside pick-up of piles of leaves 
and other green waste in Sacramento.  Farewell, Claw! 

Sat., Jan. 28: 24th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration, at 
Sacramento State (5 p.m.). For tickets, go to the website: 
https://www.mlkcelebrationsacramento.org

Mon., Jan. 30: Application deadline for Sacramento’s City Planning 
Academy (Mar. 5-May 15). See article on page 2.

 . .  And looking ahead to early February: 

Sat., Feb. 4: Year of the Rabbit Celebration, hosted by the Chinese 
New Year Culture Assoc. at Luther Burbank H.S., 3500 Florin Rd. 
(11-5; admission charged). Live entertainment, food, vendors, 
children’s games. Website: http://www.cnyca.net

Wed., Feb.. 8: Deadline for BPNA’s receipt of mail-in ballots for the 
election of 2023 Board officers. See article on page 1; candidate 
statements on page 5; and ballot on page 6.

Thur., Feb. 9: BPNA General Membership meeting, with election of 
the 2023 Board (Hart Senior Center, 6:30-8:30 p.m.). See page 1.

Jan. 1-16: Downtown Sacramento Ice Rink, Ali Youssefi Square, 
7th and K Streets: Open Tues.-Thurs., 2-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sun., 10 
a.m.-10 p.m. (admission charged)

Mon., Jan. 2: New Year’s Day observed (federal and state holiday)

Jan. 4-15: Broadway on Tour presents the musical Frozen, SAFE 
Credit Union Performing Arts Center, 1301 L Street (admission 
charged). Website: 
https://www.broadwaysacramento.com/production/disneys-froze
n-2023/
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Blackberry Bushes

WILLS &
TRUSTS

•   Protect Your Loved Ones

•  Estate Planning Services

•  Probate & Trust Administration

•  Reasonable Rates 
   & Caring Service from 
   long time Boulevard Park resident.

For more information contact:
Frances Fort, Esq. 
(916) 913-7020  or  
frances@ffortlaw.com

Law Office of Frances C. Fort
www.ffortlaw.com

In its coverage of the court’s decision, Capital Public Radio noted that the majority of the judges on the panel assigned to the case 
agreed that the draft environmental impact report (EIR) prepared by the Department of General Services in 2019 had not complied 
with CEQA, the California Environmental Quality Act, in significant ways.  The design of the project changed substantially after the 
EIR had been approved, eliminating analysis of impacts and of feasible alternatives to the final design and mitigation of its impacts 
on the historic Capitol building and Capitol Park. These same points had been made repeatedly by many non-profit groups, 
community organizations (including BPNA), and citizens opposing the Capitol Annex project (see the articles printed in the January 
and May 2022 issues of Park Beat). As of mid-December, the status of the Capitol Annex project is uncertain. For summaries of 
recent news coverage about the project, go to: https://www.saveourcapitol.org/updates

 

Capitol Annex Lawsuit: December Updates
As announced by attorney Susan Brandt-Hawley, on 
December 6 the “Third District of the California Court 
of Appeal in Sacramento granted the consolidated 
appeals of two non-profit groups, ‘Save Our Capitol!’ 
and ‘Save the Capitol, Save the Trees.’ Without this 
ruling, the Capitol Annex Project would have 
proceeded with demolition of the historic Capitol 
Annex, destruction of the West Plaza where the public 
gathers to speak to the Legislature, and removal of 
over one hundred trees in Capitol Park to build an 
underground parking garage. The ruling reversed a 
Sacramento Superior Court judgment in important 
part and set aside approvals of the pending State 
Capitol Annex Project” (quoted from an update sent 
by Preservation Sacramento to its membership).

One of several seasonal incentives to support local businesses, the 
“Shop 916 Bonus Card Program” will be winding up in February, so 
residents still have time to take advantage of it. As announced in the 
Sacramento City Express newsletter last November, the program 
offers three different gift cards, each of which comes with a bonus 
card: buy a $25 gift card and get a $10 bonus card for free; a $50 gift 
card and get a $25 bonus card for free; or a $100 gift card and get a 
$50 bonus card for free (limit of five bonus cards per customer). The 
last day to get one of these special cards is Feb. 15; the last day to use 
the bonus card is Feb. 28. The Shop 916 bonus card can be used at 
any participating business in the City (nearly 100 small businesses 
signed up, according to the November article).  

For more information, go to:
https://sacramentocityexpress.com/2022/11/15/receive-extra-spend
ing-money-and-support-local-businesses-with-shop-916-gift-card-
promo/

Only in Sacramento: 
Shop 916 Bonus Card Program

The east side of the Capitol in about 1900
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Liz Edmonds
I would consider it a privilege to continue to serve on the BPNA board.  
BPNA has provided the leadership for many positive changes in our 
neighborhood in the past 3+ decades.  When we moved to our house on 
22nd Street, G Street was a 3-lane, 50 mph freeway, and there were 
several poorly run board-and-care facilities on our block.  Today, we are 
one of the most desirable neighborhoods in Sacramento, a fine place to 
raise a family, with caring and involved neighbors.  As a sales agent with 
Lyon Real Estate, I have had the pleasure of helping many clients move 
into Boulevard Park, who have become my friends and neighbors.  My 
husband and I raised our 3 sons here, and there is no place we would 
rather live.  I have enjoyed volunteering over the years at many BPNA 
events, including the annual yard sale, National Night Out, and the 
Spaghetti Dinner.  I would appreciate your vote, and if elected I will do 
all I can to preserve and continue to improve our neighborhood and city.

Geoff Embler
Two and half years ago, my wife Stephanie and I moved to Boulevard 
Park from the East Coast and immediately felt at home here by being 
welcomed right away by our neighbors. We love this walkable 
neighborhood and its streets lined with all varieties of trees. Our children 
enjoy playing in nearby parks, and we like to frequent the various coffee 
shops and other local businesses just a few blocks from our house. Here 
in Boulevard Park, we’ve found a home and a place to put down roots. I 
appreciate the historic beauty of Boulevard Park’s architecture and enjoy 
researching the history of our house and the neighborhood in general. I 
want to preserve that history for future generations and maintain 
Boulevard Park’s charm and hospitality. I would very much appreciate 
the opportunity to serve on the BPNA board by bringing a newish 
resident’s perspective to representing Boulevard Park and by addressing 
our concerns with City officials and organizations. I ask for your vote in 
the upcoming BPNA board election. 

David Herbert
I am a native of San Francisco but a long-time Midtown Sacramento 
resident, having lived at the same house on F Street for over forty years. 
My wife Emily and I have three children and four grandchildren. I have 
always thought of the greater Central City as my home and have often 
gotten involved in issues that seemed important to maintaining our 
wonderful Midtown/Downtown. I have communicated with City 
Council members on many occasions to dispute proposed demolitions of 
historic homes and businesses, questionable tree removal programs, and 
other matters of community interest. In the 1980’s, I was a member of 
the Sacramento Street Tree Task Force. My determined involvement in, 
and monitoring of, the Central City’s so-called “reforestation” program 
during this period did much to help guide the City toward a greater 
appreciation of our wonderful street tree heritage.  I also have delivered 
issues of Park Beat to neighborhood residents for several years. I have 
served on the BPNA Board of Directors for the past seven years and 
would love to continue in this position in 2023.  

Morris Lum
I would be happy to serve on the 2023 Board if elected. I grew up in 
Boulevard Park. I attended Marshall School and was Captain of our 
Traffic Patrol to protect my classmates in crosswalks. It was a time when 
we walked to school, but not in the snow. As Sutter Junior High School’s 
student body president, I had our trash cans painted green and 
interviewed bands for the year end dance. At Sac High, I lost a 
presidential run, and that ended my political career. I was happy as the 
yearbook photographer and copy editor  (continued in the column on the 
right).

Morris Lum (continued from left column)
I’ve been selling real estate in our greater area since 1973. Back then, I 
helped developers acquire lots to build the apartments that now 
surround us. That was when Victorians were out of favor and more 
dense housing was supported. Later, when I was president of the 
Newton Booth Neighborhood Association for two different years (in 
about 2005-09), we were always battling developers. I’m a proud 
graduate of the City Planning Academy and the City Management 
Academy and participate in the screening process. I currently serve as 
the President of the Sacramento Historical Society.

James McDaniel
I am honored to run for the 2023 BPNA Board.  A native Californian, I 
came to love Sacramento’s old homes while living in my grandfather’s 
house on 35th and J, built in 1906.  My family’s connection to 
Boulevard Park began that same year when, as an architect, my 
great-grandfather Alden W. Campbell designed the Hart house on 22nd 
and H. My wife Rebecca and I have been a part of the Boulevard Park 
community for over ten years.  Currently I am a 3rd grade teacher at 
Washington Elementary School.  We have three daughters.  We 
continue to restore the beautiful house that Charles Wardle Morton 
built, and Elizabeth Carlton left.  We love the location, close to 
downtown shops, restaurants, and historical landmarks. My wife and I 
are civic minded people that believe in strong community.  We feel that 
Boulevard Park’s unique and diverse community is just as much a 
treasure as its history and the old homes that line its streets.  I would 
appreciate your vote.

Sher Singh
I have served two terms on the BPNA Board.  I live with my son and 
daughter on E Street in Boulevard Park. I enjoy all aspects of this 
neighborhood. I appreciate the uniqueness of the architecture, the 
stately old trees, and the hardworking small businesses. In the next year 
I personally wish to do more in our neighborhood. I volunteer for 
Women’s Empowerment. I am on several levels of the century-old 
organization called the California Federation of Business and 
Professional Women (CFBPW), including Downtown Sacramento, Bay 
Capital District, National, and International BPW chapters. I represent 
CFBPW in public policy meetings at the Capitol. My other professional 
and community experience includes 18 years on a domestic violence 
board; 9 years on a Mental Health Association board; 9 years on 
hospital and health systems boards; and 3 years as an elected school 
board member, among several other boards. Continuing to serve on the 
BPNA Board will help me to stay engaged with the community and to 
be a part of its culture. I look forward to the opportunity to be a 
member of 2022 BPNA Board.  

Catherine Turrill-Lupi: 
I have lived in Boulevard Park for over twenty-five years, first as a 
renter and then as a homeowner. I taught art history at Sacramento State 
for most of that time, also serving as chair of the Art Department. Now 
that I am retired from the University, I have more time for independent 
research, community service, and travel (often to Italy, my husband 
Alberto’s birthplace).  My community service includes helping with 
BPNA activities, volunteering at Sutter’s Landing Park, doing research 
and writing for the historic home tours organized by Preservation 
Sacramento, and writing for Park Beat, of which I have been the editor 
for the past few years. I also have served on the BPNA Board. I have 
really enjoyed learning about the history of our neighborhood and its 
residents. I would be honored to be a member of the 2023 Board. 

Statements of the Seven Candidates for the 2023 BPNA Board (election on Feb. 9)
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In 2020-21, Jon Marshack wrote a series of articles for Park Beat, called “What Style Is My 
House?”  The fifth piece was about the Dutch Colonial Revival style, of which there are 
several examples in our neighborhood and elsewhere in Midtown. One of the earliest 
Boulevard Park examples of a Dutch Colonial Revival style house was built in 1906, a year 
after Wright & Kimbrough launched their development. As with other Boulevard Park 
homes, W&K applied for the building permit soon after the lot had been sold.

The Susan Goodin House, 530 21st Street

Susan Goodin with her daughters
 (source: Findagrave website)

The purchaser, Susan C. Goodin, may have picked her new 
home’s design in consultation with one of the designers in the
firm’s building department. The  widow of a Yolo County farmer who had died in 1902, Mrs. Goodin 
shared the new house with three of her ten children from 1907 to 1912, when the property was sold to 
Harrison Bennett, a retired banker. He shared the house with his daughter Sybil and her husband 
Presley Johnson until his death in 1920. In 1921, when the Johnsons put the house up for sale, real 
estate ads extolled its large rooms, hardwood floors, sleeping porch, and “white enameled bathroom.” 
Like other houses in this revival style, the Goodin house features front and side-gabled gambrel roofs, 
each with the distinctive double pitch associated with much older Dutch Colonial homes on the east 
coast. Also typical of the style are the wood shingles filling the gables, the wood siding on the walls 
below the gables, and the pair of Classical-style columns in the front porch.

for calendar year 2023 must be received by BPNA by Feb. 8

530 21st Street in January 2017 
(Google website)
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