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Friends of Sutter’s Landing Park (FOSL) is excited to announce the City of Sacramento’s recent purchase of two land parcels 
adjacent to the west of Sutter’s Landing Park (SLP). FOSL looks forward to the opportunity to work with the City to expand SLP 
in ways which are consistent with the greater nature-centered vision of the American River Parkway.

In January, the City Council voted unanimously to approve the acquisition of two parcels of riverfront land from Blue Diamond, 
using funds from the Proposition 68 grant that Sacramento had received from the Wildlife Conservation Board’s Lower American 
River Conservancy. At the same time, the City also came to an agreement with SMUD regarding a parcel it owns immediately to 
the west of the Blue Diamond property (i.e., to the northeast of the new Substation B electrical transfer station). Considered 
together, the three properties will add nearly 30 acres to Sutter’s Landing Park but will not be fully connected to the Park until the 
City is able to acquire the two Dellar Survivor’s Trust and Bell Marine properties located between the Blue Diamond parcel and 
Sutter’s Landing Park. Hopefully, that will happen before too long. Furthermore, remediation is required for the three other 
parcels before they can be used (anticipated to take 12-18 months). Ultimately, this land acquisition should make it possible to 
add more hiking trails and to extend the Two Rivers Trail westward towards the Northern Sacramento Bikeway.  More wildlife 
habitat protection and restoration also will be provided. The property acquisition was widely supported by local residents and was 
championed by the Third District’s Council Member, Jeff Harris. 

Sutter’s Landing Is Expanding!

Neighborhood Treats: Three Hitching Posts and a Carriage Block
Although Boulevard Park was developed during the era when 
automobiles were introduced, horses still were a part of daily life in 
the first two decades of the 1900s.  Luckily for us, a few mementos 
from that long ago time still survive—notably three cast-iron 
hitching posts and, just outside the neighborhood developed by 
Wright & Kimbrough, one carriage (or mounting) block.  The oldest 
and most elaborate post is the one standing on the G Street side of 
the historic Cranston-Geary house at 2101 G Street (built in 1909). 
It terminates in the head of a noble lion, a ring clamped firmly 
between its jaws.

To see a carriage block, we need to go a short distance east to 2326 
H Street, a Queen Anne-style house built by Hermann Winters in 
1890.  Like the few other carriage blocks remaining in Sacramento 
(for example, in front of the houses at 2219 L and 1110 E), this one 
bears the surname of the original owner in large capital letters.

21st Street (built in 1910) and 328 
22nd Street (built in 1913; the post 
in front of the house at 314 22nd 
Street is modern). 

Two sphere-topped hitching posts stand in front of the houses at 710

https://www.boulevardpark.org/


The Boulevards of Yesteryear
 The elimination of the electric streetcars that used to travel  up 
and down C and H Streets is not the only change that has 
impacted our neighborhood’s landscape over the years. Many 
residents may not realize that there used to be more than just the 
two tree-lined boulevards running the length of 21st and 22nd 
Streets between C and H Streets.  In the early 1900s, Midtown 
boasted several other “parked streets,” including four in the 
greater Boulevard Park neighborhood. The following streets had 
“park centers,” and could have been considered boulevards: 24th 
Street, from B to H; 23rd and 25th Streets, from B to G; G Street, 
from 20th to 31st, and D Street, from 20th to 25th.  However, by 
1913 there was growing opposition to parked streets. They “were 
a great menace to fire engines and other forms of traffic,” 
according to an article in the Sacramento Union that year,  and 
were expensive to maintain. As a result, in the years that 
followed, these park centers were paved over, and are lost from 
sight forever except in old photographs. 

A Brief Report from the BPNA Board
The March 4 Board meeting was again held virtually using Zoom. 
Guest Travis Silcox, who represents BPNA on the District Four 
Homeless Task Force, reported on the group’s most recent 
meeting, with news of progress made in the effort to alleviate the 
homeless crisis in Sacramento. More motel vouchers have been 
secured so more unhoused individuals can be moved from the 
streets into temporary housing. Areas affected are the camps at 
29th and C Streets, under the W/X freeway, and in the Cal Expo 
trailer parking area. Guest Mikayla Taylor, Executive Assistant to 
District 4 Councilmember Katie Valenzuela, spoke next. She 
outlined Katie’s draft document towards a comprehensive plan for 
managing the homeless crisis in District 4, a plan which will be 
presented to the Council for potential approval and funding. A 
number of areas in the central city are being considered for 
warming centers, shelters, and safe parking and camping sites. 

The rest of the meeting was dedicated to reports by Board 
members. Treasurer Liz Edmonds suggested that it might be 
possible for BPNA to have its semi-annual yard sale this summer. 
Reporting on preservation issues, Jon Marshack discussed ongoing 
efforts to protect the City’s historic neighborhoods from 
inappropriate development. Other topics addressed were:  
residents’ concerns  about the signs  covering the windows of the 
new Target store at 17th and J; the conversion of the California 
Fruit Building at 4th and J Streets into a hotel; the granting of 
landmark status to important homes and office buildings 
associated with prominent Black Sacramentans;  the “slow streets” 
pilot program recently introduced on portions of three Midtown 
residential streets; the efforts to save the fountain near the west 
entrance of the State Capitol; and the proposal to alter the State 
Capitol’s west front and replace the Annex on the east as part of a 
new development project. Max Mack finished the meeting with a 
report on the status of BPNA’s proposed “welcome packet” for 
new Boulevard Park residents, which is almost ready to go.

https://www.boulevardpark.org/
https://www.metroprintandsign.com/
http://www.knutsonarchitecture.com/


BPNA Board of Directors 2021

Committees

Park Beat Production Team

Membership:                Ellen Hunt 
Preservation, Planning, and Land Use: Jon Marshack

Newsletter Editor: Catherine Turrill Lupi 
Newsletter Designer:  Pete Bramson
Social Media: Sher Singh
Block Captain Coordinator:  Joe Cress, (916) 698-7938 
                                                  josephmcress@yahoo.com

Liz Edmonds, Treasurer      liz@lizedmonds.com
David Herbert, Chair      davidmather446@gmail.com
Ellen Hunt                             ellenhhunt@gmail.com
Max Mack, Secretary           max@driventodrive.co                                     
Jon Marshack                        jon.marshack@att.net     
Sher Singh                              alexis.sher.singh@gmail.com
Catherine Turrill Lupi          turrillc@csus.edu

April 2021: 
Places to Go, Things To Do (Really & Virtually) 

Places to Go, Things to Do (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The 
BPNA was created to support, promote, and improve the quality 
of life for the residents of the greater Boulevard Park 
neighborhood. By achieving this goal we strive to improve the 
quality of life for others who work and live in and around 
Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

NOTE: As of March 19, very few live public events were listed on the 
City’s Sac 365 website (https://www.sacramento365.com/). Check 
individual organization websites for announcements and updates. 
Below are a few events, programs, and dates to remember.

Every Wednesday: “Wednesdays at Winn,” a certified farmers’ 
market in Winn Park, with artisans and food trucks (28th and P Sts., 3-7 
p.m.; website: http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/).

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th 

Street between J and L Streets). 

Online and streamed events in Sacramento: Go to Sac 365’s 
Online/Virtual space site for information about online programs 
(https://www.sacramento365.com/venue/online-virtual-space/).

.

Sac Open Studios is a free, self-guided studio tour which is 
open to any artist in Sacramento County or West Sacramento. 
In 2019, it attracted over 30,000 visitors and featured more 
than 250 emerging, mid-career and established artists in their 
homes and studios. As was recently announced on the website 
of the Verge Center for the Arts, 2021 Sac Open Studios will 
be a hybrid of virtual and in-person program, with the 
in-person studio tour component scheduled on two weekends 
in succession (September 11-12 and September 18-19). 
Furthermore, scholarship assistance is available for a limited 
number of artists with demonstrated financial need and a 
committed studio practice (it is also possible to make 
donations toward the fund supporting the artists). The 
deadline to apply for a scholarship is April 11, and the 
application form is posted on the Verge Center’s website. For 
more information about how and when to apply to participate 
in Sac Open Studios (both at the real and virtual level), go to: 
https://sacopenstudios.com/.

2021 Sac Open Studios: Registration Is Open!

Thu., Apr. 1: BPNA Board Meeting, via Zoom (6:30-8 p.m.). Open to 
BPNA members and other interested residents. Contact Dave Herbert 
for information or to suggest agenda items.

Fri., Apr. 2: Good Friday

Sun., Apr. 4: Last Day of Passover; Easter Sunday

Apr. 5-11: Annual Festival of the Arts, College of Arts and Letters, 
Sacramento State: many virtual programs and performances. Website: 
https://www.csus.edu/college/arts-letters/festival-of-the-arts/

Thu., Apr. 8: Get Sharp: Introduction to Cacti and Succulents, free 
virtual class hosted by UCCE Master Gardeners of Sacramento County 
(noon-1:00 p.m., advance registration required). Website: 
http://sacmg.ucanr.edu/?calitem=502072

Thu., Apr. 8: Regional Native American Artists Showcase, a virtual 
program hosted by the Crocker Art Museum (5 p.m.). Website: 
https://www.crockerart.org/event/2633/2021-04-08 

Sat., Apr. 10: Open Show Sacramento Alumni Collection, at the 
Viewpoint Photographic Art Center, 2015 J St. (exhibition from Apr. 6 
to May 1): Opening reception on Apr. 10, 5-9 p.m. Website: 
http://www.openshow.org/en/sacramento/680

Mon., Apr. 12: Ramadan begins at sunset

Sat., Apr. 17: Virtual Our Life Stories Writers’ Conference, hosted by 
Ethel Hart Senior Center (10 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.; $20 fee includes 
workshops, book sales, and signings; Zoom link will be provided on 
both the day before and the morning of the event). Website: 
https://ourlifestories.org/about/

Thu., Apr. 22: Earth Day

Sat., Apr. 24: DOCO Makers Market, last Saturday of each month, 
with at least 15 local artisans, crafters, etc.  (11 a.m.-4 p.m.; West 
Plaza, near Macy’s, 405 K St.).

Sun., Apr. 25:  Alexander String Quartet, a live-streamed concert of 
Mozart’s music hosted by the Mondavi Center (2 p.m.; registration 
and $15 fee required). Website: https://www.mondaviarts.org/

. . .  And looking ahead to early May:
Thu., May 6: BPNA Board Meeting, via Zoom (6:30-8 p.m.). Open to 
BPNA members and other interested residents. Contact Dave Herbert 
for information or to suggest agenda items.
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A Toast to the Camellia: Some History Behind 
Sacramento’s Most Famous Shrub

By Daisy Mah

In 1852, Colonel James L.L.F. Warren received a 
much-anticipated package of camellia cuttings from the east 
coast.  Warren, a nursery owner, had moved from Boston to 
California to seek his fortune during the Gold Rush. However, he 
soon discovered that panning for gold was not his cup of tea, so 
he pivoted to running stores specializing in seeds, agricultural 
supplies, and farm implements. One of his first stores, opened in 
1851, was located on Front and J Streets in Sacramento. Warren 
also encouraged farmers to put up flower displays at the first 
California State Fair in 1854. His horticultural contributions 
ultimately earned him the title “Father of California Agriculture.”

“Camellia Capital of the World.” At the same time the annual 
Camellia Show continued to grow. Many collateral events were 
added to the festival, including a children’s parade, queen 
contest, ball, art exhibits, choral concerts, golf tournaments, 
foot races, sailboat races, and more. All that remains today is 
the annual Camellia Show, still hosted by the Camellia Society 
of Sacramento and usually held in Memorial Auditorium. In 
both 2020 and 2021 it was sidelined by the pandemic. The 
location also will change because the next Camellia Show will 
be held at the Elks’ Lodge on Riverside Boulevard.

For more information about camellias, see page 6.

The popularity of the camellia grew in the decades that followed. 
Community leaders and the influential women of the “Tuesday 
Club” helped keep interest high in Sacramento. The annual 
Camellia Show, initially a February event (later held in early 
March), was introduced by the Chamber of Commerce in 1925. 
In 1941, the City Council passed a resolution making the 
camellia Sacramento’s official flower.

April showers may bring May flowers, but chances are most 
Sacramentans will want to help out Mother Nature with watering 
cans, hoses, and sprinklers this year. As of mid-March, our region 
had received only half of its average amount of precipitation. This 
article is a friendly reminder of the watering schedule that went 
into effect on March 1. Until October 31, all residents using 
sprinklers on automatic timers are only allowed to water before 10 
a.m. and after 7 p.m. If they are at an even numbered address, they 
can do this on Wednesdays and Sundays; residents at odd 
numbered addresses can do this on Tuesdays and Saturdays. 

New Watering Schedule in Effect 
from March 1 until October 31

For more information, go to the City website 
(https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Utilities/Water/Conservation/Water-Wise-Tools/Watering-Scedule-Ordinances). 

If you would like the City to help you find ways to save water, set up a free Water Wise House Call with a City Water Conservation 
Specialist.(https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Utilities/Water/Conservation/Residents/Residential-Water-Wise-Services).

However, watering is allowed on any day for hand watering, 
edible gardens or potted plants, drip irrigation and soaker hoses, 
Smart Controller systems (when verified by Utilities staff), and 
new landscapes for the first 30 days of planting. No 
over-watering is allowed, and watering is not permitted within 48 
hours of a measurable rainfall (e.g., an eighth of an inch).  
 

Within just two years 
(1943), the Camellia Society 
of Sacramento was formed 
and by the late forties the 
city had been proclaimed the 
“Camellia Capital of 
California.” By the 1950s 
the Camellia Society was 
engaged on a campaign to 
establish Sacramento as the 
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 2309 E Street in 2020

What Style Is My House?  Craftsman   
Eighth article in the series by Jon Marshack

2401 H Street (c. 1899)

According to the City of Sacramento’s Historic District Plans (2019), “the style 
was particularly attractive to middle-class homeowners because of its more 
modest scale and simple design than those of the Victorian-era houses from 
previous decades.The open and airy layout and full-length porches with wide, 
overhanging eaves were also well-suited to Sacramento’s hot, dry summer 
climate, allowing residents to enjoy an indoor-outdoor lifestyle that took full 
advantage of the cooling effects of the shade and Delta breeze.” The bungalow’s 
front porch replaces the formal entry hall. The front door opens directly into the 
living room, which leads directly into the dining room. Kitchens are larger, 
consolidating the subdivided kitchen of Victorian times into a reorganized “work 
triangle.” Bedrooms, being within earshot of living areas, could lack privacy.

The etymology of the word “bungalow” is a curious one and we must travel to the country of India to discover it. In the early 1800’s, 
the Indian Government built rest-houses along the main road to aid travelers enroute. These thatch-roofed shelters were temporary 
dwellings, low in profile and surrounded by verandas. The British administrators anglicized the Hindustani adjective bangla, which 
means “belonging to Bengal,” and called these waystations “bungalows.” – Rehab Right, City of Oakland (1978)

Built between 1905 and 1925, Craftsman Bungalows are typically single-story houses with one or more broadly pitched 
overhanging gables. Elaborated with Craftsman details, such as exposed rafter tails, wood brackets, tapered square columns, and low 
shed dormers, these bungalows are characteristic on blocks north of F Street within our neighborhood. Two gabled roof forms 
predominate: facing the gable peak to the street; or facing the broad side of the roof to the street, often with an added dormer window 
part way up the roof slope.   These homes were relatively low in cost because they could be built according to plans taken from 
available pattern books or could be purchased as early as 1908 as pre-cut boards and timbers ready for assembly. 

After the first cars started rolling down C Street, Wright & Kimbrough began touting the new line in newspaper ads for East 
Boulevard Park (bordered by C, E, 23rd, and 25th Streets). An early ad included a photo of one of the trolley cars as it passed several 
new houses on the south side of C Street, near the intersection with 23rd (see above). The carline’s economic benefits also were 
mentioned in ads for new homes on D Street, such as 2319 D (under the headline: “C Street carline extension will raise values in 
East Boulevard Park”) and 2417 D, the new home of a prominent grocer named E. C. Armstrong. As was the case with other new 
houses in East Boulevard Park, Armstrong’s “artistic bungalow” was constructed by Wright & Kimbrough’s building department 
and a labeled floor plan was used to illustrate the ad (Sacramento Bee, Dec. 11, 1914).  Another ad featured a testimonial by 
Armstrong himself, in which he explained why he had decided to settle in East Boulevard Park. In his words, he liked “the high 
grade of construction and convenient design of the bungalow, the attractive homes in the district, the good streets, the very fertile 
soil, and the close-in location, which [was] convenient to the downtown business district” (Sacramento Bee, Feb. 20, 1915).  

Four Parks and a Streetcar
In 1913, a new streetcar service was launched on C Street between 19th and 31st 
Streets, linking three new suburban neighborhoods with “park” in their name 
(Boulevard Park, East Boulevard Park, and New Era Park), and concluding at 
the west side of McKinley Park. Originally operated by the Northern Electric 
Railway Company, the single-car electric trolley had been eagerly anticipated 
for several years and was immediately seized upon by local realtors as a selling 
point for properties in these neighborhoods.

2329 E (on the left; 
built in 1912) has 

side- facing gables. 

2403 E (on the right; 
built in 1913) has 

both front and side- 
facing gables. 

2004 E (below; built in 1922) has
             front-facing gables

https://www.boulevardpark.org/


The problem of speeding cars is not unique to our neighborhoods. 
The good news? We know what causes it and how to prevent it.

Our street lanes were designed with measurements from freeways, 
thanks to ill-educated traffic engineers. Lanes are the same width 
as they are on Highway 50: twelve feet across. With wider cars 
averaging just six feet in width, an excess of four feet is left on 
each side. What effects does this space have? Studies show that 
the speed people drive is impacted by  road design. Roads 
resembling freeways encourage people to subconsciously speed 
up. If the road is narrower, the streetscape is more complex, and 
there is less room to ignore pedestrians and cyclists, drivers slow 
down. Common sense might lead us to believe that bringing in 
law enforcement or posting lower speed limits would resolve this 
issue. However, these are solutions to regulate behavior after it 
happens. A preventative solution is needed instead.

In his book, Walkable City, respected city planner Jeff Speck 
states that the ideal lane width in our context is ten feet. This gives 
drivers of average-sized vehicles enough room to maneuver 
safely, while being narrow enough to induce the caution drivers 
should have when driving on city streets. With narrower lanes, 
streets will be safer for our seniors, children, pedestrians and 
cyclists of all kinds. Reclaimed space can be used to build 
protected bike lanes; crosswalks can be shortened. More space can 
be claimed for people before cars. Narrowing our traffic lanes is a 
matter of paint, though current city codes don't allow such 
designs. We have the opportunity to build the political will to 
change it together. Write me at enzoarona@outlook.com, and 
join like-minded neighbors in advocating for these solutions at 
www.streetsarebetter.com

Tackling Speeding Cars:  by Enzo Arona

As noted in the article on 
page 4, camellias have a 
long and flourishing history 
in Sacramento, giving it  the 
name “Camellia City.”  
Some of the best and largest 
can be found in our midtown 
area, where they were 
planted many years ago. 
One example is outside the 
historic Marzen house, at 
2100 F St. (photo on left).

The Trees of Midtown: The Camellia

Camellias are found naturally in eastern and southern Asia and 
were cultivated in the gardens of China and Japan for centuries 
before they were seen in Europe. They were imported from 
England to America in the late 1700s. By the 1840s the 
camellia was at the height of its fashion as the luxury flower.  
Ornamental camellias are often bush size but can grow into 
small trees, occasionally up to 65 feet tall. The flowers are 
often spectacular with great variety of shape and form. Flower 
colors are mostly white through pink to red. There are about 
3000 different cultivars and hybrids that have been developed.  

Camellia sinensis, also called “tea flower,” is famous 
throughout eastern Asia, where the leaves of some varieties are 
used to make a popular tea beverage. Tea seed oil, a sweet oil 
made by pressing the seeds of other varieties of camellia, is 
used to clean and protect the blades of cutting instruments, for 
hair care, and as an anti-inflammatory medicine.
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