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Deember 2022

All BPNA members and their families are invited to come together for some holiday cheer at the historic White house 
on Saturday, December 10 (630 21st Street). Please bring a beverage of your choice and a favorite dish to share 
(BPNA will provide the plates, cutlery, and other essentials). This is the first time we have had our annual holiday 
party since 2019. It also may be the first time the party has been held at this site, one of the more historic homes of 
Boulevard Park (see the article below).  We are very grateful to our hosts, Kalem and Meghan Brock, for opening 
their doors to us.

Come Celebrate the Holidays with BPNA on December 10 (6-9 p.m.)

Intersection of 21st and G Streets in about 1911: the White house is on the left 

Boulevard Park’s “White House”

For their architect, the Whites selected Alden W. Campbell, who also designed the even more imposing residence of Dr. Aden 
Hart at 2131 H Street. Campbell completed the plans for the White house in October 1906, but Clinton White did not apply for a 
building permit until January 1908, possibly because he was busy with his mayoral campaign. He anticipated spending $7,100 on 
the project, which was finished in time for a housewarming party in September, the first of two big social events held there. 
Three months later, as reported in The Sacramento Bee, “half a hundred city officials and their wives enjoyed the hospitality” of 
the Whites at their new residence. The women chatted downstairs while the men smoked upstairs in a room set aside for that 
purpose. As they arrived,  guests may have paused briefly on the spacious pillared porch, which extends down the south side of 
the house. Other distinctive features of this Craftsman-style home include the deep-set eaves with rafter tails, the wooden 
shingles covering the outer walls, and the extensive use of wood paneling inside the ground-floor rooms.

The White family owned the house until 1961, when Jean Cohen, granddaughter of Clinton and Olive White, sold the property to 
an Aerojet engineer. He turned the single-family dwelling into a fraternity house. In the early 1970s, it was sold again, and 
converted into a branch of the Sacramento Children’s home. Given her involvement with the Sacramento Orphanage decades 
before, Olive White might have approved of this last transformation, had she lived to see it (she died in 1914). The house  was 
returned to its original function as a single-family residence in the early 2000’s.

The site of BPNA’s holiday party, the two-story house at the northwest corner of 21st and G Streets was built for Clinton and 
Olive White in 1908, the year after he was elected mayor of Sacramento. As president of Park Realty Company, the partnership 
that developed Boulevard Park, Clinton White was a very prominent figure in the neighborhood. Olive White also was a civic 
leader., serving as a member and officer of the Board of Directors for the Sacramento Orphanage. 

https://www.boulevardpark.org/


Save the Date: February 9, 2023 

On Thursday, November 10, the Central City Mobility Project 
was the subject of a community workshop. As reported on the 
City website, this project builds on “’Grid 3.0,’ the City’s 
comprehensive plan for street improvements within the 
Central City, [shifting] the focus from moving cars to moving 
people” 

(http://www.cityofsacramento.org/public-works/engineeri
ng-services/projects/current-projects/downtown-mobility-
project). 

Included in the project, which is expected to begin early next 
year, are several important features, among them:

● Conversion of 5th Street from one-way to two-way 
(between X Street and H Street)

● Installation of bike lanes in both directions on 5th 
Street

● Extension of the protected bikeway network on 
several midtown and downtown streets, including 19th 
Street (between H Street and Broadway) and 21st 
Street (between I Street and Broadway)

This initiative is linked to the Valley Rail Project, which will 
include new train connections between Sacramento and the 
San Joaquin Valley over the next few years. A new train 
station in Midtown, near 19th and R Streets, also is envisioned 
(https://www.sjrrc.com/valley-rail/).  

In 2023, as in 2022, the Boulevard Park Neighborhood 
Association’s general meeting will be held in early February, 
not in early January. However, the venue will be the one used in 
past years, the Hart Senior Center (in 2020-22, the meetings 
were held virtually). The agenda will also be similar. The 
meeting will include presentations by a few guest speakers and 
the annual election of seven candidates to the Association’s 
Board of Directors. More details will be provided in the January 
issue of Park Beat, where the personal statements by the Board 
candidates also will be printed.  

The general meeting is open to all residents, and the topics and 
speakers also will be of general interest, but only BPNA 
members can vote in the election. Memberships can be renewed 
in person at the meeting, but why wait until then? Consider 
paying your 2023 dues now, whether as a renewing member, or 
as a new one. Membership dues are very affordable. The 
recommended annual fee is between $5-15 per adult member of 
a household, but you can pay more or less than that—whatever 
your budget allows.  Every member of BPNA is eligible to vote 
in the election. To join BPNA or to renew your membership,  
use the form on the last page of this newsletter or go to the 
membership page on our website 
(https://www.boulevardpark.org/membership-form).

Enhancing Central City Mobility
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BPNA Board of Directors 2022

Committees

Park Beat Production Team

Membership:                Ellen Hunt 
Preservation, Planning, and Land Use: Jon Marshack
District 4 Homelessness Task Force:           Travis Silcox 
                                                                        silcoxt5@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Catherine Turrill Lupi 
Columnist: David Herbert
Newsletter Designer:  Pete Bramson
Social Media: Sher Singh
Block Captain Coordinator:  Joe Cress, (916) 698-7938 
                                                  josephmcress@yahoo.com

Liz Edmonds, Treasurer     liz@lizedmonds.com
David Herbert, Chair     davidmather446@gmail.com
Ellen Hunt                            ellenhhunt@gmail.com
Max Mack, Secretary          healthiswealthteam@gmail.com                                     
Jon Marshack                      jon.marshack@att.net     
Sher Singh                            alexis.sher.singh@gmail.com
Catherine Turrill Lupi        turrillc@csus.edu

December 2022: Places to Go, Things to Do 

Places to Go, Things to Do (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The BPNA was 
created to support, promote, and improve the quality of life for the 
residents of the greater Boulevard Park neighborhood. By achieving this 
goal we strive to improve the quality of life for others who work and live 
in and around Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

TIP: For more information about public events scheduled this month, 
go to: https://www.sacramento365.com/. Be sure to check individual 
organization websites for announcements and updates. 

Tuesday – Sunday: Go skating at the Downtown Sacramento Ice 
Rink, Ali Youssefi Square, 7th and K Streets (admission charged). 
Website: https://www.godowntownsac.com/events/signature-events/ice-rink/

Every Wednesday: “Wednesdays at Winn,” a certified farmers’ market 
in Winn Park (28th and P Streets, 3:00 - 7:30 p.m.; website: 
http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/). 

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th St. 
between J and L; also, K Street between 19th and 20th St.): 
http://exploremidtown.org/midtown-farmers-market/

Most weekend mornings: Join other volunteers in tackling a variety 
of beautification tasks at Sutter’s Landing Park. For more details, 
contact FOSL’s volunteer coordinator, Betsy Weiland, by email 
(flweiland@yahoo.com) or phone (279-202-4677).  

Thu., Dec. 1: BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 
p.m.). Open to BPNA members and other interested residents 
(completion of COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave Herbert 
for information.

Dec.  3 & 4: 22nd Annual Christkindlmarkt, Sacramento Turn Verein, 
3349 J Street (10-6 on Saturday; 11-5 on Sunday). 
Website: https://sacramentoturnverein.com/events/

Dec. 3 & 4: Carol concert, with the University Chorale, Choral 
Union, and University Singers, at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 1701 
L St. (7-8 p.m. on Sat.; 4-5 p.m. on Sun.). Advance ticket purchase is 
recommended: this event often sells out. 
Website: https://www.csus.edu/college/arts-letters/music/

Sat., Dec. 3: Christmas Market on the lawn in front of the CLARA 
Studios, 2020 N Street (11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.): dance and music 
performances, local artisanal gifts, food, and more.

Sun., Dec. 4: 39th Annual California International Marathon, from 
Folsom to the State Capitol. J Street, L Street, and their intersections 
with cross streets will be impacted between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Website:https://runsra.org/california-international-marathon/

Sun., Dec. 4: Calidanza Dance Company presents Navidades! at the 
Sofia Center for the Arts, 2700 Capitol Ave. (6 p.m.; doors open at 5) 
Website:  https://bstreettheatre.org/other/calidanza/

Dec. 9-13: Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus presents “Holiday Hits 
with a Splash of Sass,” at Pioneer Congregational United Church, 
2700 L St. (7 p.m. on Dec. 9 and 13, 3 p.m. on Dec.11; admission 
charged). 
Website: https://www.sacgaymenschorus.org/events/holiday-show

Dec. 10-24: Sacramento Ballet presents “The Nutcracker” at the 
SAFE Credit Union Performing Arts Center, 1301 L Street. Website: 
https://www.sacballet.org/performances/season-performances/

Sat., Dec. 10: Sacramento Choral Society & Orchestra present 
“Home for the Holidays,” Memorial Auditorium, 1515 J Street. Santa 
Claus will be there too!  (2 p.m.; admission charged). 
Website: https://sacramentochoral.org/hh2022/

Sat., Dec. 17: “Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols,” with the 
Trinity Cathedral Choir & Cathedral Handbell Ringers, 2620 Capitol 
Ave. 
Website: https://trinitycathedral.org/tcmusicseries2021-2022/

Sun., Dec. 18: Sacramento Guitar Society Winter Concert and 
Young Artist Showcase, CLARA, 1425 24th St.  (3:15 p.m.; free 
admission). 
Website: https://www.facebook.com/sacramentoguitarsociety

Mon., Dec. 26: Sacramento Choral Society & Orchestra present 
Messiah Sing-Along at United Methodist Church, 2100 J St. (2-4 
p.m). Website: https://sacramentochoral.org/messiah/

. . .  And looking ahead to early January: 
Thu., Jan. 5: BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 
p.m.). Open to BPNA members and other interested residents 
(completion of COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave Herbert 
for information.

Dec. 1-24: “Theater of Lights” on the Old Sacramento Waterfront: 
nightly performances at 6 and 7:30 p.m. (free admission). On 
Saturdays, be sure to get some “holiday cheer” at the Hastings Annex 
first (1002 2nd St.; 3-6 p.m.). See article on page 4.

Thu., Dec. 1: World AIDS Day, dedicated to raising awareness of 
the AIDS pandemic caused by the spread of HIV and to remembering 
those who have died of the disease.
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Blackberry Bushes

Since acquiring the half-block site at F, 22nd, and 23rd  Streets we have been actively marketing the existing (former Rite Aid 
store) building for lease. We have specifically been targeting grocers, which aligns with the BPNA's feedback that the 
community is quite interested in potential grocer uses or neighborhood-serving retail for the project.  

The Project at 2211 F Street: An Update from the Property Owners
By Burke Fathy, Sutter Capital Group

Launched on November 23, when the Tree Lighting 
Ceremony was held in front of the State Capitol, the Theatre 
of Lights will be held in Old Sacramento until Christmas 
Eve. There will be two shows four nights a week (Thursday 
through Sunday, 6 and 7:30 p.m.) from December 1-23. On 
Saturday, December 24, there will be one performance only, 
at 6 p.m. As reported on the Old Sacramento Waterfront 
website, each show features a live-action retelling of the 
famous poem by Clement Moore, “A Visit from St. 
Nicholas” (better known today as “’Twas the Night Before 
Christmas”). Each performance is held on K Street, lasts 
about 20 minutes, and is open to all (free admission!). For 
more information about this popular event, go to: 
https://www.oldsacramento.com/event/theatre-lights
 
If you are planning to attend the Theatre of Lights, consider 
arriving early and enjoying some “holiday cheer” at the 
Hastings Annex, 1002 Second Street. The Sacramento 
History Museum will be hosting this free, family-friendly 
event from 3-6 p.m. on December 3, 10, and 17. There will 
be early era crafts and games, hot cocoa and mulled cider, 
caroling, and a “festive venue” for family photos. 
For more information about this event, go to: 
https://www.oldsacramento.com/event/holiday-cheer

If a lease with a grocer (or other) tenant to occupy the existing 
building materializes, we plan to pursue that project profile, i.e., 
adding multi-family housing to the eastern portion of the site 
(where the parking lot sits today) while re-tenanting the existing 
building. If a deal to re-lease the building does not materialize, 
we plan to pursue redeveloping the entire site into a mixed-use 
project with multi-family housing and neighborhood-serving 
retail. 

We are excited about redeveloping this underutilized site to add 
much needed housing and neighborhood-oriented retail while 
also designing the project to fit within the unique and historic 
character of the Boulevard Park community.  We appreciate the 
open dialogue and support the BPNA has offered thus far and 
look forward to providing another update on the project's 
progress in the coming months.

1. Adding multi-family housing on the eastern portion of 
the site in conjunction with an incoming grocer (or 
other) tenant to re-lease the former Rite-Aid building, 
or 

2. Redeveloping the entire site for multi-family housing 
and integrating some neighborhood- serving retail into 
the mixed- use project design. 

Old Sacramento’s Theatre of Lights

To that end, we have been working with a local firm, Vrilakas 
Groen Architects, on preliminary schematic designs that would 
add both multifamily housing and retail to the site via two 
potential project designs. These designs involve: 
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Clunie Community Center Survey: Deadline is December 9
As announced in the November 3 issue of Sacramento City Express, the Department of Youth, Parks & Community Enrichment 
will be resuming oversight of the Clunie Community Center, Shepard Garden and Arts Center, and McKinley Rose Garden on 
December 1. For the past decade, these popular neighborhood facilities have all been managed by Friends of East Sacramento, a 
local nonprofit. Now that the City is going to be managing the Clunie Center again, YPCE is reaching out to members of the 
community to ask what types of activities and programs they would like to see offered at the Center, and when they are most 
likely to attend events there. To participate in the short survey,go to: 
https://sacramentocityexpress.com/2022/11/03/take-this-survey-and-help-choose-future-programming-at-clunie-community-center/

Bramson Award Highlights Student Projects in Historic Preservation
By Jon Marshack

George Bramson (1928-2003) was a noted historic preservation activist in Sacramento. Among many other projects, he restored 
the Cranston-Geary house (the site of BPNA’s annual Spaghetti Dinner) and was instrumental in its nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1998. The Bramson Memorial Award was established in his honor to encourage Sacramento State 
University students to secure and develop the region’s heritage through creative projects that document and celebrate historic 
events, sites, buildings, and other cultural resources in Northern California.
 
This year two Master of Arts in Public History thesis projects were tied for First Prize. Madison Levesque’s project, National 
Register Nomination for Compton’s Cafeteria, establishes the national historic significance of the 1966 Compton’s Cafeteria riot 
in San Francisco as a landmark incident of resistance to oppression of the transgender and gender-variant community. It also 
justifies the importance of nominating sites associated with LGBTQ history to the National Register. A.R. Fowler’s project, Sierra 
No. 3: America’s Movie Locomotive, nominates to the National Register the best surviving locomotive of its class and documents 
the role that this 1891 locomotive has played in Western cinema and television, from The Virginian to Petticoat Junction. Each of 
these projects was awarded $1,200. In addition, an Honorable Mention award of $500 was presented to Hannah Rose Phillips for 
her master’s thesis, National Register Nomination for the Guild Theater. It establishes the historic significance of Oak Park’s 
Guild Theater and its importance as Sacramento’s renowned venue for foreign films and arthouse movies from 1915 to 1969.

As announced in the October 24 issue of the popular blog, “Sacramento Digs Gardening,” the Sacramento Perennial Plant 
Club is now accepting applications for Saul Wiseman Grants, awarded annually to school, garden, and community 
groups to help them with their garden projects. Typically, projects selected for funding emphasize education and diversity. 
2022 grant recipients included the Bret Harte Elementary School garden, the Earl Warren School garden, the Growing 
Healthy Kids program at Floyd Farms, and the Root Cellar Community Garden. 

This is how the Sacramento Perennial Plant Club describes the grant program:  “Our Saul Wiseman Grants bring us in 
contact with a host of remarkable people actively engaged in gardening and horticultural activities.  They might be 
providing greater access to healthy soil and open spaces or increasing the supply of food for the hungry in our community 
or creating places of beauty in our neighborhoods.  Many are talented educators dedicated to making all manner of 
gardening experiences available in our schools and public places.  They are teaching the wonders and rewards of 
gardening through experiential ‘hands on’ curriculum and job-skill training.” 

For more information and to access the online application form, go to: https://sacplants.org/grants

Grants for Gardening!  Application Deadline: January 16, 2023
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The Plants of Midtown: Bamboo
It’s not uncommon to see bamboo growing in front yards and backyards in our 
neighborhood. It is an attractive landscaping plant when handled appropriately. 
There are many varieties of bamboo, a diverse group of evergreen perennials in 
the grass family. The two general species are clumping varieties and varieties that 
grow with runners. Clumping bamboos tend to spread slowly as the root mass 
gradually expands. Running bamboos, often planted in containers or in the 
ground, may need  a barrier to prevent the runners from invading other areas.

The growth rate of bamboos depends on the species, with some types being 
among the fastest growing plants in the world. The largest in size, timber bamboo, 
can grow over 100 feet tall with stalks that are 10 inches in diameter. The smallest 
types are just a few inches tall. 

The many uses for bamboo, developed over thousands of years, seem endless. 
Because bamboo has a high strength to weight ratio (like timber), it can be used in 
various kinds of light construction. Bamboo fiber has been used to make paper in 
China since early times. Other bamboo products include charcoal, water rafts, 
fishing rods, weapons, yarn, and scaffolding. Bamboo also is a food source. In the 
animal world, bamboo provides 99% of the diet for the Chinese giant panda. 
Elephants, chimpanzees, and mountain gorillas in Africa include bamboo in their 
diet. Humans enjoy eating bamboo, too. The shoots are used in numerous Asian 
dishes and broths.

Happy Holidays from all of us on the 
Park Beat 

Production and Distribution Team!
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