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Neither churches nor public schools were envisioned for the original Boulevard Park neighborhood. None of the lots laid out by the 
developers, Wright & Kimbrough, were designated as sites for schools, and no schools were built here. Instead, children got their 
formal education outside the development’s boundaries. The two closest elementary schools for Boulevard Park residents were the 
new Marshall Primary School and the new Washington Grammar School. Both schools replaced older buildings in the first quarter 
of the 1900s. 

The first Marshall School stood on land that originally had been intended for a city park, and which became Marshall Park after 
the second school was built at G and 27th Streets in 1903 (photograph below, on the left). The first important project by one of 
Sacramento’s most prominent architects, Rudolph Herold, it is now the city’s oldest surviving public-school building.  The historic 
structure has not been used as a school of any kind for over ten years, however, and the deterioration resulting from its neglect has 
been of great concern to preservationists and local residents (for more information, go to the Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/SaveOldMarshallSchool/). For a newsreel-type film documenting activities at Marshall School in the 
1930s, go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_ufqty0dbk

The first Washington School, built in 1869, was at 13th and G Streets. The building that replaced it in 1917 was erected on the 
block bounded by E, F, 17th, and 18th Streets, four blocks closer to Boulevard Park.  The second Washington School  was a massive 
two-story complex of concrete and steel covered in stucco (photograph above, on the right). It was designed in the Mission Revival 
style by the San Francisco architectural firm, Shea and Lofquist. The same firm also was responsible for the old William Land 
School at 1116 U Street (the model for the second Washington School) and St. Elizabeth Portuguese Church at 12th and S Streets. 
Both Washington School and William Land School were demolished in 1975, following the passage of California’s Field Act, 
which required that all public schools meet earthquake resistance standards (Marshall School also was not deemed earthquake 
proof, but it was not torn down).   The third Washington School, dedicated in November 1976, was the first new Sacramento 
elementary school to be  erected under the state’s Field Act. Still in use today, it preserves the dedication plaque from the first 
Washington School. 

Nearly twenty years ago, the Boulevard Park neighborhood gained a third school, the Courtyard Private School. It offers TK 
(transitional kindergarten) through 8th grade programs. Originally located behind the First Baptist Church at 2324 L Street, where it 
opened in 1982, the Courtyard School was moved to a small campus of new and repurposed buildings at 205 24th Street, a short 
distance from Grant Park, in 2003. Watch for announcements about its 40th anniversary celebrations this year! (see also its 
advertisement  on page 4).

Three Neighborhood Schools

Second Marshall School (left); second Washington School (above)
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A Brief Report from the BPNA Board
The BPNA board met in person on April 7 with presentations 
from several of the officers, starting with Jon Marshack and a 
discussion of the recent demolition of a small house at 2304 F 
Street. Although the building was not considered historic, any 
demolitions typically include a neighborhood notification 
process. Board members were concerned that BPNA had not 
been contacted beforehand by the City.  New housing projects 
discussed at the meeting included a five-story condominium at 
620-628 15th Street; a multi-unit building on the alley lot 
behind the late 19th-century duplex at 1908 H Street; and a 
mixed-use development project proposed for 2031 K Street. In 
the case of the K Street project, Board members agreed that the 
architectural design was bland for such an important street 
location and that most of the windows needed shading for 
better energy conservation. Concern also was expressed about 
the lack of affordable apartment units, the inadequate provision 
for off-street parking, and the need for street lighting along the 
K Street side of the building. Jon also informed Board 
members about a new City website, “AgencyCounter,” which 
is intended to help the public find information on development 
activity in Sacramento 
(https://sacramento.agencycounter.com).   

Jon Marshack and Dave Herbert reported back to the Board 
about a multi-neighborhood association meeting they had 
attended on behalf of BPNA in late March.  The group met via 
Zoom to discuss aspects of the City’s 2040 General Plan.  Sher 
Singh reported on her recent experience as a member of a 
five-person panel hosted by the Sacramento Police Department, 
which was seeking public opinion about new technologies 
being considered for police work and other citizen ideas for a 
better police department.

 
Although the plan to replace the historic 1950s annex on the 
east side of the Capitol building is often mentioned first, the 
“Save The Capitol” campaign is about more than that 
project. It also is about the preservation of over one hundred 
heritage trees on the grounds near the Capitol, as well as of 
the Capitol’s west steps and plaza, an important public 
gathering space for over a century (see the article in the 
January 2022 issue of Park Beat).  Several organizations 
and citizens’ groups are actively opposing the very 
expensive project, projected to cost well over a billion 
dollars. Recently the KVIE program called “Studio 
Sacramento” devoted an entire episode to this issue. Three 
opponents of the project (Richard F. Cowan, Paula Peper, 
and Mark Hulbert) joined host Scott Syphax in a 
conversation on March 16. To see the podcast, go to: 
https://www.kvie.org/programs/studio-sacramento/?fbclid=
IwAR28SQlMOD6PuSFNZHMLEnvvPTNExkl7y3zPDAui
PXViRCxaC5KPAajq6o4

It’s Not Just About the Annex!
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May 2022: 
Places to Go, Things to Do 

Places to Go, Things to Do (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The BPNA was 
created to support, promote, and improve the quality of life for the 
residents of the greater Boulevard Park neighborhood. By achieving this 
goal we strive to improve the quality of life for others who work and live 
in and around Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

NOTE: For more information about public events being held this month, 
go to the city’s Sac 365 website (https://www.sacramento365.com/). Be 
sure to check individual organization websites for announcements and 
updates. 

Every Wednesday: “Wednesdays at Winn,” a certified farmers’ market in 
Winn Park (28th and P Streets, 3-7:30 p.m.; for more information, go to the 
website: http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/).

Every Wednesday (effective May 11):  Informal gathering on the 21st 
Street median between E and F Streets. See article on page 5.

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th Street 
between J and L; also, K Street between 19th and 20th Street). Website: 
http://exploremidtown.org/midtown-farmers-market/

Most weekend mornings: Join other volunteers in tackling a variety of 
beautification tasks at Sutter’s Landing Park. For more details, go to:  
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofsutterslandingpark/

May 6-22: “Beer and Ballet,” performances of new works created by the 
Sacramento Ballet Artists, CLARA, 2420 N St. Website: 
https://www.sacballet.org/performances/season-performances/

May 6-8: Gem Faire, Scottish Rite Temple, 6151 H St.  Gems, jewelry, 
and beads for sale; displays and demos by members of the Sacramento 
Mineral Society. $7 for weekend pass. Website: https://gemfaire.com

May 7 & 8: Sacramento Cactus and Succulent Sale, Shepard Garden and 
Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd. (8-6 on Sat.; 8-5 on Sun.). Website: 
https://www.sgaac.org/

May 7 & 8: Twenty-third annual East Sac Garden Tour, in support of 
David Lubin Elementary (10-4 each day; $20-$25). See article on page 
4. Website: https://eastsacgardentour.com/about/

Sat., May 7: “Silent Steed: Sacramento Bicycle History,” special tour at 
the Historic City Cemetery, 1000 Broadway (5-6:30 p.m.; $5 admission). 

Sun., May 8: Mother’s Day

Sun., May 8: Sacramento Antique Faire, at Sleep Train Arena, 1 Sports 
Parkway (6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; use east entrance off Truxel Road; park in 
Lot K; $3 per person admission, but parking is free). Website: 
https://www.sacantiquefaire.com/

Wed., May 11: Resumption of the “‘Hey Neighbor’ Socials:” informal 
weekly gathering on the 21st Street median between E and F Streets 
(5:30-7 p.m.). See article on page 5.

May 13 & 14: Sacramento Baroque Soloists present “Ecstasy of the 
Chaconne,” featuring soprano Robin Fisher and dancers Zilan Chen and 
Heidi McLean, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 1430 J St. (7:30-9:30 
p.m. on Fri.; 2-4 p.m. on Sat.). Website: 
https://sacramentobaroque.org/

Sat., May 14: Sacramento Chrysanthemum Show & Sale, Shepard 
Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd. (9-4).

Sat., May 14: “May Saturday Open Garden,” presented by UCCE 
Master Gardeners of Sacramento County at Fair Oaks Horticulture 
Center, 11549 Fair Oaks Blvd. (9 to noon; free admission). Website: 
https://sacmg.ucanr.edu/?calitem=521773&g=21788

Sat., May 14: “Beauty Worth Protecting,” reception for exhibition of 
photos by members of the CalEPA Group. Viewpoint Photographic Art 
Center, 2015 J St. (3-7 p.m.; show is up until   June 4). Website: 
https://www.viewpointgallery.org/content/calepa-group-beauty-wort
h-protecting

Wed., May 18: Regular Registration Deadline for artists planning to 
participate in Sac Open Studios in September (final day to register is 
May 25). Website: https://sacopenstudios.com/

May 26-30: Sacramento County Fair (estab. 1937!), 1600 Exposition 
Blvd. For times, events, ticket purchases, and other information, go to: 
https://www.sacfair.com/

Sat., May 28: 18th International Kids Festival, William A. Carroll 
Ampitheater. 3901 Land Park Dr. (10-4; free admission): stage 
entertainment, pony rides, miniature train rides, jumbo inflatables, face 
painting, and more. Local food trucks will be on hand to sell 
refreshments. Website: https://www.sackidsfest.com

. . .  And looking ahead to early June:  
Thu., June 2: BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 p.m.). 
Open to BPNA members and other interested residents (completion of 
COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave Herbert for information or 
to suggest agenda items. 

Sun., May 1: “Maifest Celebration,” fundraiser for the German 
Language School, Sacramento Turn Verein, 3349 J St. (11 a.m.-5 p.m.). 
Website: https://www.stv-germanlanguageschool.org/maifest

Sun., May 1: Fiesta En La Calle: Cinco de Mayo Festival, Southside 
Park (noon to 6 p.m.). Music, dancing, food, and fun for all. Website: 
https://fiestaenlacalle.com

Thu., May 5: BPNA Board Meeting (6:30-8 p.m.). Open to BPNA 
members and other interested residents (completion of COVID 
vaccinations required). Contact Dave Herbert for information.
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Blackberry Bushes

If it were in existence today, the brick school building shown 
in the photograph below, designed by the firm of Hemmings, 
Hudnutt & Petersen in 1921 and finished in 1922, would be a 
century old. Its name was changed                                                      
from East Sacramento School to David Lubin School in May 
1922. Fifty-three years later it was demolished, another victim 
of California’s Field Act (see the article on page 1). 

                                          

First David Lubin School, 3530 K Street 

Annual East Sac Garden Tour (May 7 and 8)

The new David Lubin school, built on the same site, faces M 
Street instead of K Street. Its programs are supported by 
proceeds from the annual East Sacramento Garden Tour, held 
every Mother’s Day weekend.  There will be a free on-campus 
experience for the public at the school, 3535 M Street, where 
the self-guided walking tour also will begin (10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
each day, May 7 and 8). For more information and to buy 
tickets for the garden tour, go to the website: 
https://eastsacgardentour.com

In March and April, the BPNA Board conducted a survey of 
BPNA members and local residents (emails were sent to 
BPNA members in March, the newsletter was used in April) 
to get their opinions about the kind of business that would 
best serve the neighborhood at the corner of F and 22nd 
Streets. The great majority of the March respondents 
recommended a grocery store, as reported in the April issue 
of Park Beat, and the additional replies received in response 
to the April article did not change that result. Jon Marshack 
attended a meeting with Councilmember Katie Valenzuela 
and members of the City’s Economic Development 
Department in late March to present the survey results and 
discuss how we might be able to influence the selection of a 
new tenant for the site. Afterwards, Jon was able to locate the 
leasing information for the site and, at the Board’s request, to 
contact the company handling the rental, CBRE Retail 
Properties. Although their website page refers to the building 
as a “former drug store,” the agent explained that CBRE was 
“marketing the property actively and [had] targeted grocery 
stores for the space.” As of this writing, Rite Aid is in the 
final phase of moving out of the building (technically they 
have possession of the space through May 31). Also, as 
many residents have noted, the parking lot was restriped. So, 
the building’s new tenant  is likely to be  a retail business, 
but we don’t know yet what that will be. 

Rite Aid Pharmacy Saga Continues
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Local residents may have sometimes wondered about the story behind the quaint wooden cottage at 815 22nd Street, on the north 
side of Historic Alley. Only 607 square feet in size, it is much smaller than the tree-shaded lot on which it sits. It also turns out to 
be older than we expected, because it is recorded in the 1895 edition of the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.   
Back then, as shown in the map above, the cottage (here labeled with a “D”) was one of several structures (one of them a 
carpenter’s shop, labeled “E”) between the alley and the larger house at 2200 H Street. That corner building was the home of 
Charles W. Graves, a Vermont-born carpenter who owned the entire lot from the late 1870s until his death in 1898. 
His wife Maria, also a Vermont native, was later described as “one of the pioneer women of California, having crossed the plains 
with her husband and one child with an ox team.”  Maria Graves’s daughter by her first marriage, Mary M. Cronemiller, was a 
renowned physician in Sacramento. Dr. Cronemiller inherited the part of the lot that included the cottage but never lived there. Of 
all the buildings recorded in the 1895 map detail shown above, the cottage on the alley is the only one to survive to this day. The 
corner house, 2200 H, was torn down and replaced by an apartment building in 1922.

Detail of the 1895 Sanborn map                  815 22nd Street in the 1970s

An Unexpectedly Old Neighbor

Annual “Hey Neighbor” Socials Resume
by Femily, Boulevard Park newbie

If you participated in (or wondered about) the eclectic, age-diverse happy hours last Summer on the 21st Street median between E 
and F Street, you’re not alone. Over 60 neighbors (and “gaybors”!) of all backgrounds came together weekly in groups of 6 to 40. 
They met on Wednesday evenings for over 16 weeks until the weather got too chilly. Different folks attended each time, their 
availability being determined by everything from activism to childcare. Some individuals stayed the whole evening; others just 
came by to check out the scene and return the next week with a chair and a snack or beverage of their choice.  The founders, a 
couple from the Bay Area and a few of their new neighbor pals, launched the weekly gatherings during the second summer of the 
pandemic, posting hand-drawn invitations throughout Boulevard Park. “Hey neighbor,” the signs read, “we’ve been (kinda lonely) 
quarantining—and now we want to meet our (fully vaxxed) neighbors!” 

The invitations let readers know that everyone (vaxxed) is welcome: introverts, LBGTQ+s, BLM activists, techies, singles, 
super-seniors, people using they/them pronouns, longtime locals, sober folks, kids  … as long as kindness and respect are at full 
volume. Some attendees tried bringing their dogs a few times, but they kept drowning out the humans’ conversation with their 
barking, so for now, dogs are out. There is no host and no agenda, so if you feel like connecting with neighbors of all kinds in our 
corner of the grid, the Socials start up again on May 11th and will happen from 5:30-7 p.m. every Wednesday after that, whenever 
two or more people show up on the grassy median and say, “hey, neighbor.”

https://www.boulevardpark.org/


Familiar Animals of Midtown: 
The Squirrel

The life-size sculpture, which depicted Marshall staring 
intently at a gold nugget, was given to the school in 
1916, after the closure of the Panama-Pacific 
Exposition in San Francisco.  The contract for the 
sculpture had been awarded to artist Rupert Schmid by 
the Sacramento Valley Exposition Commission in 1913. 
Although the Commission originally had planned to 
turn the statue over to Sutter’s Fort after the fair was 
over, they gave it to the school instead. It appears in the 
opening scenes of the 1930s newsreel about the school 
and was still there in the 1950s. Does any Park Beat 
reader know where Schmid’s sculpture  is now?

A (Lost?) Souvenir 
of the 1915 

Panama-Pacific 
Exposition

For decades, children 
and teachers passed by 
this statue of James 
Marshall every time they 
entered or crossed the 
front lobby of Marshall 
School (see also the 
article on page 1).

One of the most familiar wild animal for Sacramento residents must 
be the squirrel. Backyards, city parks, rural areas—squirrels live in 
just about any habitat. Some animals benefit from living among 
humans and squirrels are one of those animals. The most common 
type of squirrel in Sacramento is the Eastern Fox Squirrel (shown in 
the photograph  above).

Like other rodents, squirrels have large incisor front teeth for 
gnawing.  They also have big eyes and excellent vision, as well as 
versatile sturdy claws for gripping and climbing. They seem to be 
able to balance on the tiniest of tree limbs, but they do fall at times, 
sometimes fatally. Squirrels typically live 5 to 10 years. Baby 
squirrels are rarely seen. They are born naked, toothless, and blind 
but are ready for the world and weaned within six to ten weeks. A 
squirrel’s natural diet consists of seeds, nuts, insects, very small 
animals, pinecones, fruits, fungi, and green vegetables, but it also is 
happy to accept snacks from humans. Squirrels have soft, silky fur. 
Their hairs are prized for fly fishing because they can be used for 
tying fishing flies.
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