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A Brief Report from the BPNA Board
April’s BPNA Board meeting was an historic event—the first monthly meeting to be conducted virtually, via computer and 
smartphone. A central item on the evening’s agenda was a recent City proposal that has been of great concern to our and other 
neighborhoods: “streamlining the planning entitlement process.” The “streamlining” would speed up the City’s review 
procedures for building projects. It also involves bypassing various steps which have allowed for architectural design review, 
neighborhood input, and the participation of our elected officials in final decision making. The Board already has asked the City 
to consider all sides of this issue before adopting the new ad hoc ordinance. In fact, as of this writing, the ordinance is on the 
agenda of the April 23 meeting of the Planning and Design Commission.

Jon Marshack, who reported on the proposed ordinance at the April 7th Board meeting (and also will be submitting public 
comment at the abovementioned Commission meeting), is closely following this and other items related to preservation and 
planning. He also has made suggestions for possible improvements to the design of the new loading dock proposed for the north 
side of Memorial Auditorium. Lastly, Jon told the Board members that the California Preservation Foundation’s annual 
conference, originally scheduled as an in-person event in Sacramento, has been changed to an all on-line meeting due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak (May 18-20: see the article on page 2 and the calendar entry on page 3). 

Dave Herbert and Ellen Hunt reported back on a virtual meeting of District 4 neighborhood leaders that they attended on March 
24. It was hosted by our current City Council member, Steve Hansen. At the meeting, Steve detailed the many COVID-19 
challenges our City government is facing in its efforts to keep essential services running smoothly, help small businesses, 
maintain regional transit service, protect tenants from eviction, provide housing and sanitation for the homeless, enforce parking 
rules, and most importantly … address the local public health crisis. He addressed many of these issues in his April newsletter, 
distributed electronically to District 4 residents. Steve encourages the public to share suggestions and ideas with the City and his 
office. Also, residents should feel to write him directly with their questions or concerns (shansen@cityofsacramento.org). The 
last report of the evening was made by Sher Singh, who brought us up to date on the improvements she has been making to the 
BPNA FaceBook page (https://www.facebook.com/BPNABoardMember/). Her goal is to make this website a more dynamic 
service for our neighborhood.

This year’s pandemic will impact at least two  BPNA events. The 
semi-annual Neighborhood Yard Sale that was originally planned 
for June will be postponed (a new date has not yet been selected). 

National Night Out, a nation-wide event in which our neighborhood 
participates every year, has been moved from the first Tuesday in 
August to the first Tuesday in October. 

Please check future issues of Park Beat for updates to the BPNA 
events calendar.

Other Take-Aways from the April Board Meeting
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Many of us live in homes considered to be “historic” by being designated 
as “contributing resources” to a historic district such as Boulevard Park or 
New Washington School.  The City of Sacramento’s Preservation 
Ordinance and associated plans and policies determine how we balance 
the need for additions or modifications to meet our current needs, while at 
the same time preserving historic integrity.  These regulations also apply 
when a new structure, such as an alley infill home, is added to a historic 
district.  The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Treatment of 
Historic Properties, a set of standards developed by the federal 
government, form the basis of how such changes are to be reviewed and 
approved.  One of those standards, Rehabilitation Standard #9, presents 
us with two directives that appear to contradict each other.  New 
additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction,

● “shall be differentiated from the old and
● “shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 

architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the 
property and its environment.”

 
New work is to be differentiated from the old in order to prevent a 
situation called “false historicism,” in which we might think that the 
addition is part of the original historic structure or that the new infill 
structure is itself historic.  But such new work must also be compatible 
with the historic structure and the district by recognizing the influence of 
the place or “context” to create continuity of character.  When combined, 
these two directives are intended to help property owners, developers, and 
City Planning staff determine the appropriateness of an addition or a new 
structure within the historic environment.
 
The recently adopted Historic District Plans dedicate an entire page to 
how the concepts of differentiation and compatibility should be 
interpreted and balanced against each other. Here are three quoted 
sections:

● “A compatible design for new additions or infill should consider 
and reflect the surrounding contributing resources in massing, 
size, scale, and spatial relationship.  Buildings on the same street 
that were built in different styles and during different eras may 
be compatible if they share the same overall underlying 
principles of proportion, composition, and spatial relationships.” 

● “Compatible does not mean it is necessary to replicate the style, 
form, massing, materials, features, or architectural detailing of a 
contributing resource.  It is important that the contributing 
resource remains visually distinguishable from any new work in 
order to prevent new elements from being interpreted as historic 
elements.  The differences between new and historic features can 
be subtle, but they must be clear.”

● “New work (including additions and new buildings) that is 
differentiated or distinguishable from the contributing 
resource(s) should remain subordinate to the contributing 
resource(s).  New work should not be so different from the 
historic features that it becomes the primary focus or visually 
competes with the contributing resource(s).”

 
In other words, new additions and infill structures should blend into their 
historic environment while not appearing to be historic themselves.
 
Note: Infill housing in historic districts is one of many interesting topics 
that will be addressed at the California Preservation Foundation’s annual 
conference (May 18-20; conducted entirely on line; fee charged). 

For information, go to: 
https://californiapreservation.org/programs/conference/

A Mashup of Opposites: Compatible and Differentiated
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BPNA Board of Directors 2020

Committees
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Membership:                Ellen Hunt 
Preservation, Planning, and Land Use: Jon Marshack
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Social Media: Sher Singh
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                                                        cressj@saccounty.net
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David Herbert, Chair           davidmather446@gmail.com
Ellen Hunt                                       ellenhhunt@gmail.com
Jon Marshack                                   jon.marshack@att.net                    
Travis Silcox, Secretary                       silcoxt5@gmail.com                                  
Sher Singh                              alexis.sher.singh@gmail.com
Catherine Turrill Lupi                             turrillc@csus.edu

Places to Go, People To See 

Places to Go, People To See (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The 
BPNA was created to support, promote, and improve the quality 
of life for the residents of the greater Boulevard Park 
neighborhood. By achieving this goal we strive to improve the 
quality of life for others who work and live in and around 
Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

NOTE: As of April 20, no information had been posted about May’s 
public events on the City’s 365 website.  It still is possible that 
restrictions will be eased and opportunities may arise between now and 
mid-May. Check websites for updates. Below are some opportunities, 
events, and dates to remember.

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th St. 
between J and K Streets). Before you go, be sure to read the current 
health precaution guidelines posted on the Explore Midtown website 
(http://exploremidtown.org/midtown-farmers-market/).

All month: “Live Music Project”: Live-streamed music from around the 
world—popular, jazz, classical (including opera performances from the 
Met in NYC), choral, symphonic, etc. (many free, some for a fee). For a 
complete calendar and more information, go to: 
https://livemusicproject.org/calendar/

Any time in Sacramento: “Anytime Tours” of the Historic City 
Cemetery and the Old Sacramento Waterfront (free, 50-minute digital 
tours conducted by guides in period costume). For more information,to:  
https://anytimetours.oncell.com/en/index.html

Sun., May 10:  Mother’s Day. Do Park Beat readers recall that, 
back in 2008, May 10 also was Pangaea Day, with global events that 
brought the world together through film?  For an example, see this 
video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRANExn491U

May 18-20:  “A Changing Climate for Preservation,” annual 
conference of the California Preservation Foundation, conducted 
entirely on-line (admission charged). For information, go to: 
https://californiapreservation.org/programs/conference/
 
. . .  And, looking ahead to early June: 

Tues., June 2: BPNA Board Meeting: open to BPNA members and 
other interested neighbors (6:30-8 p.m.). Contact Dave Herbert for 
location or to suggest agenda items. 

Fri., May 1:  City of Sacramento, eComment Portal Related to 
Declaration of Emergency (COVID 19): this “portal” will close at 11:15 
p.m. on May 1. To make an online comment that will be part of the 
public record for the City Council meeting, go to the website: 
http://sacramento.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=21

Tues., May 5: BPNA Board Meeting (6:30-8 p.m.). Usually Board 
meetings are open to a limited number of BPNA members and other 
interested residents. However, there is a good chance the May meeting, 
like the one held in April, will be a virtual encounter, not a group 
meeting. 

The cherry blossom is the flower of many trees of genus 
Prunus, the best known of which is the Japanese Cherry, 
commonly called sakura. In Japan, cherry blossoms are one of 
the country’s two national flowers, the other being the 
chrysanthemum. They also are richly symbolic. Their 
transience, volatility, and exquisite beauty are often associated 
with mortality and with the acceptance of destiny or karma. 
During World War II the cherry blossom was used in Japanese 
propaganda and to motivate the populace. 

                                                                                                
Cherry blossom trees are widely distributed in the temperate 
zone of the northern hemisphere and have both spiritual and 
practical uses. In India, many Hindus consider the tree sacred. 
In Korea, the wood from cherry trees was often used for 
making bows and wooden printing blocks. 

Large plantings of cherry blossom trees provide a striking 
display in many cities. In 1912 Japan gave 3000 cherry trees to 
the United States as a gift to celebrate the growing friendship of 
our two nations. Ever since then, the blossoming cherry trees in 
Washington D.C. (one of two locations where the trees were 
planted) have been a popular tourist attraction. The 
International Cherry Blossom Festival in Macon, Georgia 
features over 300,000 cherry trees. The cherry blossom tree 
shown in the pictures on this page was photographed on the 
Sacramento State campus over Easter weekend last month.

Trees of Midtown: The Cherry Blossom
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I have often wondered what life was like in my 1912 bungalow 
during the “Spanish” Flu when my house sheltered its inhabitants 
during that pandemic over 100 years ago.  Just as in the current 
COVID crisis, Sacramento was suddenly inundated with a novel 
virus causing mass infections, multiple deaths, and societal 
quarantine between late 1917 through 1920.  Residents sewed 
masks, refrained from mass gatherings, and weathered the storm 
in many of the same residences in which we do the same now. I 
know that Frank and Minnie Hollister lived in my home—or, 
technically, I live in their home!—during  that time, but I have no 
idea HOW they lived in it.

For all of us that live in these old houses, now is the time to 
document how you and your home are living through this 
pandemic.  While the traditional media reports the official news 
(infection counts, geopolitical implications, stimulus checks) and 
the internet records your favorite cat video or bread recipe, the 
future residents of your house may be curious about its specific 
existence during this unique time.  Which rooms do you gravitate 
towards when faced with endless hours of isolation? How was the 
view from your porch different than before the pandemic? What 
new sounds and sights (smells!) are present? How is your specific 
home serving you or failing to provide for your family? Are you 
undertaking any new renovation projects or plantings that will 
likely be around in years to come?

I encourage everyone to write something (long or short, prose or 
poetic) and then hide it away for the next owners to discover.  If 
you have children, have them record a short note to the future 
children who will occupy their playrooms once you have moved 
away.  The inclusion of a photo or drawing of an interior scene 
can also be included.

Future generations will not be judging your writing style or 
penmanship skills, so a handwritten note adds to the humanity of 
the message you are passing on to those who will follow and 
avoids electronic media compatibility issues.  Placed in a 
waterproof covering (zip-lock bag, glass jar, Tupperware), your 
note can then be hidden in a spot that is not easily discoverable, 
but also not impossible to find.  Unfinished attics and basements 
have myriad nooks and recesses perfect for this purpose, but 
inside the house is also possible: underneath the lowest, pullout 
drawer of a built-in buffet, for example. 

Who knows? You may even find a treasure from the past while 
hiding your message to the future!

Note from the editor: A shorter version of this piece was shared 
via the Nextdoor “hub” in April. A related story also was 
broadcast on National Public Radio that month, “’Dear 
Stranger’: Connecting People One Letter at a Time” 
(https://www.npr.org/2020/04/11/830419144/dear-stranger-conn
ecting-people-one-letter-at-a-time).
 

A Letter to the Future 
by guest author Robert Freitas

 

Now is the time for residents to renew, revive, or start their 
BPNA memberships by sending in their dues payments. The 
annual dues help support many of the activities that BPNA 
sponsors on behalf of the neighborhood, and to which all 
residents are invited, including popular annual events such as 
National Night Out, the Spaghetti Dinner, and the Holiday Party. 
Money raised through membership dues and the occasional 
neighborhood yard sale may be used to fund donations to local 
schools and other worthy causes. Dues also help pay for printing 
Park Beat each month.

If you have not paid your 2020 dues yet, please fill out the 
membership form at the bottom of page six and mail it with your 
check for $5 to $15 per adult member, or whatever your income 
allows. Especially if you are a new or returning member and 
have not answered the two questions below, please remember to 
indicate (1) if you are interested in volunteering at neighborhood 
events  and  (2)  if you would like to receive the monthly 
newsletter by email. 

Renewing members should make sure that BPNA has their 
current contact information, including their email address. Please 
note that email also is used occasionally to send out important or 
time-sensitive announcements to the membership. Updates also 
may be posted on BPNA’s Facebook site 
(https://www.facebook.com/BPNABoardMember/).

To all the folks who have already paid their 2020 membership 
dues or who are getting out their checkbooks now, thank you for 
your support of your neighborhood association!

Reminder: Please Pay Membership Dues!
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Although best known for its single-family homes, ranging in size from 
cottages to mansions, Boulevard Park has several multi-family residences that 
date from the first decades of its history.  Most of them are duplexes, 
fourplexes, and apartment buildings, but there also are a few “bungalow 
courts” in our neighborhood and its vicinity. H Street has some good 
examples of these multiple housing units, a layout often associated with 
southern California. The small houses, usually built of frame and stucco and 
arranged in a cluster around an open garden or court, were described by one 
journalist as “the picture of coziness, friendly neighborliness and yet 
independence” (Sacramento Bee, March 8, 1930). Variations on English and 
Spanish architectural styles often were preferred for the houses, which tended 
to be either duplexes or single-family residences.
According to the same newspaper article, bungalow courts had become a “leading feature” of Sacramento’s residential development by 
1930. The city’s first recorded examples date from the late teens, but it was not until the late 1920s that the trend really took hold. 
Between 1928 and 1930, building permits were secured for no fewer than eight bungalow courts in the central city and its suburbs.  The 
first court to be erected in the greater Boulevard Park neighborhood was built by banker John Rush in autumn 1929 (Camelia Court, 
2309-2315 H Street; Paul Opdyke, architect). It replaced a large single-family home that once occupied the center of the double lot. 
Designed in an English Tudor revival style, with dark timber framing and stuccoed exterior walls, the courtyard’s ten units are 
comprised of four duplexes and two single-family homes, each residence with four rooms. In 1931, the cottages were described as 
“artistically arranged, substantially constructed, beautifully designed, and exceptionally well furnished.” 

Four years later, a Hayward physician, Dr. Urban C. Billingsley, decided to raze his old family homestead at 1815 H Street and have 
“garden-style apartments” constructed in its place (1935). Designed “along early California lines” by local contractor Frank P. 
Williams, the new bungalow court had four stuccoed cottages (one duplex and two single-family units), each with a private garden. 
To make maximum use of the limited space in these four-room residences, each living room was fitted with a wall-bed. Billingsley 
and Williams also were responsible for an even larger bungalow court that replaced the old Edward Hook house on the double lot at 
the northwest corner of H and 18th Streets (1725 H; 1936).  This ten-unit complex had both one-story and two-story cottages, each 
with three rooms plus a bath. 

“Courting” on H Street

The easternmost H Street bungalow court is in the McKinley Park neighborhood (3400 H). It was built by Charles J. Mathews 
(investor) and Arthur J. Fisher (contractor) between November 1929 and February 1930.  The twelve 3-room, stuccoed, tile-roofed 
houses are in the Spanish or “Early California” style that was popular for bungalow courts in this era.  The fancy iron gateway, with 
decorative scrollwork and the address number, is original to the project (a similar arched gateway at Boulevard Park’s Camelia Court 
was added later). The name at the top of the gate, McKinley Villas, is new.

2309-2315 H Street (Camelia Court)

3400 H Street in 1930 3400 H Street in 2019

1815 H Street 1725 H Street

 1725 H Street (architect’s drawing, 1936)                                                    
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Residents of Sacramento are very fortunate because we can be outside in our yards, gardens, or public parks. An accessible natural 
setting—such as Sutter’s Landing Park, in the case of Boulevard Park residents—is often within easy walking or cycling distance. 
Elsewhere in the country and in the world, more rigidly applied pandemic restrictions deny many people this important 
opportunity.  Fortunately, there also are other options—other ways of enjoying nature without rambling through a forest or along a 
river’s banks. In his March 24th blog posting on the website of Friends of the River Banks (“Avoid COVID-19 Blues with Wildlife 
& Nature”), Dale Steele offered a host of suggestions and links for both outdoor and armchair activities. Drawing on these 
resources, he identified several ways of keeping in contact with nature near and far—from Sutter’s Landing to Saskatchewan, 
from Monterey Bay to Mozambique, and from Big Sur to the Congo. There are webcams capturing the sights and sounds of 
wildlife everywhere (https://www.friendsoftheriverbanks.org/forb-blog).

Another resource, recommended by Robert Sewell, is the “Living on Earth” program (sponsored by PRI, Public Radio 
International). In April it broadcast an interview with Richard Louv, the author whose writings inspired the founders of FORB (in 
particular, his book titled Last Child in the Woods). A condensed version of the interview was posted on the PRI website (both a 
sound recording and a written transcript; “Connecting with Nature in the Time of COVID-19”). In his conversation with Steve 
Curwood, Louv discusses some of the many ways in which people can be engaged with nature. 

Getting Nourishment from Nature in a Pandemic
 

For example, if we have ready access to the out of doors, Louv  suggests that we 
pick some “special place” outside where we can sit often, and for long periods of 
time, paying full attention to our surroundings.  If we cannot leave our home, 
Louv recommends that we bring the outside in by setting up a “world watching 
window.” “Watch the birds, watch the life outside that window,” he advises. Even 
the sight of passing clouds can offer a healing connection to nature. His other 
suggestion for engaging with nature involves story-telling in families. “Have 
parents tell their stories of animals they encountered when they were kids,” he 
said. By sharing their memories and experiences, people may become more 
excited about life, and gain a greater appreciation for the natural world. 

For the interview, go to: 
https://www.pri.org/stories/2020-04-08/connecting-nature-time-covid-19
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