
1

January 2021

Photo from The Sacramento Bee 

2021 General Meeting: A Virtual Experience on January 13

Usually, BPNA members vote in person at the General Meeting, using 
paper ballots, but that is not possible during the pandemic. Instead, 
members will be voting by USPS mail, using the ballot on page 4 of the 
December issue of Park Beat. 

To be eligible to vote, residents must be active members of the BPNA, 
that is, they must be current with their dues payments. For that reason, a 
2021 membership form also was included in the December newsletter.  It 
may be submitted with the ballot or mailed separately. Members also 
have the option of paying their dues online, via the BPNA website 
(https://www.boulevardpark.org/).  At the top of the home page, click 
“About BPNA,” and then choose “Membership Form.”  You also can 
find a copy of the December newsletter on the website.

If you haven’t voted yet, please mail your ballot soon. It should reach the 
BPNA (P. O. Box 163179) by January 7. The election results will be 
announced at the General Meeting on January 13.

2021 Board Election: All Ballots Must Be Received by January 7 

EXTRA!  EXTRA!  
BLOCK CAPTAIN NEEDED

A new Block Captain is 
needed to deliver copies 
of Park Beat in the 19th 
and G Street area of 
Boulevard Park.

If you can spare 15 minutes of your time each 
month and also would enjoy the opportunity to 
walk and talk with your neighbors, please 
contact our Block Captain Coordinator, Joe 
Cress, by phone or email 
(916-698-7938; cressj@saccounty.net).

As announced in the December issue of Park Beat, where their personal statements can be found (pages 5-6), the seven 
candidates for the 2021 Board are: Liz Edmonds, David Herbert, Ellen Hunt, Max Mack, Jon Marshack, Sher 
Singh, and Catherine Turrill-Lupi.

BPNA’s annual General Meeting will be held from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 13, and is 
open to all. As of this writing, the evening’s agenda 
includes the announcement of the names of the 
2021 Board members, some general remarks, and 
three special  presentations.  The guest speakers 
include Tom Biglione and Sean Ward, from Friends 
of Sutter’s Landing; our District 4 Council Member, 
Katie Valenzuela; and the Interim Director of the 
City’s new Office of Community Response, Bridgette Dean (see the articles on pages 4 and 6). 
Usually held at the Ethel Hart Senior Center, the 2021 General Meeting will be conducted via the Zoom platform. 
Attendees can access this virtual meeting either by phone or by computer (video will be activated for all; audio will be 
muted during the presentations). Attendees will be able to ask questions after each presentation using the “chat” feature.  
The meeting ID number is: 838 2918 1587.  The URL of the Zoom website is: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/83829181587      
If you are participating by telephone, dial this number: 1-669-900-6833. If you have not used Zoom before, the company’s 
website (https://zoom.us/) offers useful guidelines and instructional videos.
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At its December 1 meeting, after very long and contentious 
hearings on land use projects in Natomas and North Sacramento, 
the City Council voted to postpone discussion of the 2040 General 
Plan Update, including the draft land use map, proposed roadway 
changes and other key strategies, until a future meeting, when 
there would be enough time to give full consideration to this item.  

As Mayor Darrell Steinberg noted, while the topic “is not time 
sensitive, it is very, very important.”  Outgoing Councilmember 
Steve Hansen moved that the Council “continue the item, but 
direct staff to work [on] resolving the conflict between the 
Historic District Plans and the Land Use Map so that the Historic 
District Plans are respected, and the land uses and processes don’t 
undermine them.”  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Larry Carr and passed unanimously.  The item is likely to be heard 
by the Council in January.

As reported on page 1 of the December issue of Park Beat, the 
BPNA Board had submitted a letter to the city’s Planning and 
Design Commission, challenging the original version of the land 
use map because it imposed land use changes in conflict with 
existing historic structures in the Boulevard Park Historic District 
and elsewhere in the city.  The article urged Boulevard Park 
residents to contact the mayor and city councilmembers and ask 
them to ensure that existing historic land uses be respected.  The 
local historic preservation advocacy group, Preservation 
Sacramento, also asked its members to write to the City Council 
opposing the draft land use map.  The BPNA Board followed up 
with its own letter to the City Council.  In response to that letter, 
and prior to the City Council meeting, city planning staff modified 
the land use map to lessen potential impacts on Boulevard Park.

However, the revised map still poses problems for our 
neighborhood and other historic neighborhoods in the City.  As 
stated in my emailed testimony to City Council, Grant Park, one 
of the original Central City parks called out in the original John 
Sutter, Jr. city map, is designated as “Neighborhood,” instead of 
“Parks and Recreation,” in the land use map and is assigned a 
floor area ratio (FAR) of 2.0, thereby encouraging construction of 
housing on this block.  A two-story late-1870s Victorian at 2001 I 
Street is assigned a FAR of 6.0, which means this Landmark could 
be replaced by a 6-story building that entirely fills the lot. These 
are merely two examples of the many flaws in the draft land use 
maps, which would impose land use changes that threaten the 
integrity of historic resources throughout Sacramento.

In mid-December, city planning staff met with preservation 
interests to further resolve these conflicts. Prior to the meeting, the 
City had made a number of adjustments to the land use map and 
the floor area ratio map that better reflect historic structure 
protection. Preservation interests requested even further 
amendments before these maps are brought back to the City 
Council in early January. Even after City Council consideration, 
planning staff will remain open to adjustments before the 2040 
General Plan Update is formally adopted in late 2021.

2040 General Plan Update 
Land Use Conflict to Be Resolved

by Jon Marshack

https://www.boulevardpark.org/
https://www.metroprintandsign.com/
http://www.knutsonarchitecture.com/


BPNA Board of Directors 2020

Committees

Park Beat Production Team

Membership:                Ellen Hunt 
Preservation, Planning, and Land Use: Jon Marshack

Newsletter Editor: Catherine Turrill Lupi 
Newsletter Designer:  Pete Bramson
Social Media: Sher Singh
Block Captain Coordinator:  Joe Cress, (916) 698-7938 
                                                  josephmcress@yahoo.com

Liz Edmonds, Treasurer                    liz@lizedmonds.com
David Herbert, Chair           davidmather446@gmail.com
Ellen Hunt                                       ellenhhunt@gmail.com
Jon Marshack                                   jon.marshack@att.net                    
Travis Silcox, Secretary                       silcoxt5@gmail.com                                  
Sher Singh                              alexis.sher.singh@gmail.com
Catherine Turrill Lupi                             turrillc@csus.edu

January 2021: 
Places to Go, Things To Do (Really & Virtually) 

Places to Go, Things to Do (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The 
BPNA was created to support, promote, and improve the quality 
of life for the residents of the greater Boulevard Park 
neighborhood. By achieving this goal we strive to improve the 
quality of life for others who work and live in and around 
Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

NOTE: As of December 18, very few live public events were listed on 
the City’s Sac 365 website (https://www.sacramento365.com/). Check 
individual organization websites for announcements and updates. Below 
are a few events, programs, and dates to remember.

Every Wednesday: “Wednesdays at Winn,” a new farmers’ market 
launched in August (Winn Park, 28th and P Streets, 3 - 7:30 p.m.; website: 
http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/).

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th Street 
between J and K). Before you go, be sure to read the current health 
precaution guidelines posted on the Explore Midtown website 
(http://exploremidtown.org/midtown-farmers-market/).

Online and streamed events in Sacramento: Check Sac 365’s 
Online/Virtual space site for information about programs conducted 
online (https://www.sacramento365.com/venue/online-virtual-space/).

Thu., Jan. 7: Deadline for BPNA’s receipt of ballots for 2021 Board 
election (see article on page 1).

Fri., Jan. 8: B Street Theatre’s Six Feet Apart: Blues musician Jeremiah 
Johnson (7 p.m.,  followed by a Q&A with the artist). This virtual concert 
is free, but advance registration is required.
Website:  https://bstreettheatre.org/six-feet-apart/.

Jan. 8-24: “Dine Downtown 2021”: 17 days to support Sacramento 
restaurants by ordering meals from 3-course prix fixe menus at bargain 
prices (pick-up, take-out, or, if available, delivered; gift cards also may 
be purchased). Website: 
https://www.godowntownsac.com/events/signature-events/dine-downtown/

Wed., Jan. 13: BPNA General Meeting, 7-8:30 p.m., conducted via 
Zoom (see article on page 1).

Fri., Jan. 15: B Street Theatre’s Six Feet Apart: Mezzo-soprano 
Laurie Rubin (7 p.m., followed by a question and answer session 
with the artist). This virtual concert is free, but advance registration 
required. Website: https://bstreettheatre.org/six-feet-apart/.

Sat., Jan. 23: 21st annual Martin Luther King Day celebration, a 
virtual event: Check the MLK Committee website for information 
(https://www.mlkcelebrationsacramento.org/).

Sun., Jan. 24:  Last day of Leaf Season: Bid farewell to The Claw! 
(see article below).

Sat., Jan. 30: California Museum Live: “Gold Mountain: Chinese 
Californian Stories”: docent-led, virtual tour of the exhibition about 
the history and contributions of Chinese Americans in California (11 
a.m. to noon; $7 admission plus $1.84 fee; must register by Jan. 29). 
Website: https://www.californiamuseum.org/ca-museum-live

. . .  And, looking ahead to early February: 

Tues., February 4: BPNA Board Meeting (tentative date): open to 
BPNA members and other interested neighbors (6:30-8 p.m.). 
Contact Dave Herbert for location or to suggest agenda items. 

Every January brings a change in how green waste is handled 
on City streets. Leaf season will end on January 24. After 
that date, yard waste only will be collected from the containers 
dedicated to that purpose. That includes holiday trees. Stripped 
of all their decorations, holiday trees can be left beside the 
curb until the end of Leaf Season. After that date, they can be 
cut up and placed in green waste bins (with the lids closed).

For more information about disposal of yard waste, go to: 
https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Public-Works/RSW/
Collection-Services/Yard-Waste/Leaf-Season. 

 
Two more recent changes are the result of new city rules: 

● Effective December 9, 2020, the usage of portable leaf 
blowers is banned on days when local air quality is deemed 
“unhealthy” (i.e., when the Air Quality Index is above 101). 
For more information: 
https://sacramentocityexpress.com/2020/11/13/want-to-u
se-a-leaf-blower-in-sacramento-best-to-check-the-aqi-fir
st/

● Effective January 1, 2021, treated wood waste (TWW) 
will be classified as “hazardous waste” and will not be 
accepted at any landfill site or transfer station in our region. 
The City also will not accept TWW in its Household Junk 
Pickup Program. Pressure-treated wood often is used for 
fence posts and decking, so this change may impact city 
residents.
For more information:  
https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Public-Works/RSW/
Collection-Services/Household-Hazardous-Waste/Treate
d-Wood-Waste

New Year, New Rules
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The December 3 board meeting, conducted via Zoom, began with a 
presentation by resident Gary Stock on behalf of his family and 
neighbors. They have been frustrated by the frequent invasion of the 
neighborhood by large groups of noisy motorcyclists. These riders 
thunder down I Street almost every week, setting off car alarms and 
often disregarding stop signs. After a discussion about possible 
solutions, the Board agreed to write a letter to the City Police 
Department about the problem.

Turning next to the regular agenda, Board members addressed tasks 
such as final planning for the January 13 General Membership meeting 
(see article on page 1) and a response to the Midtown Neighborhood 
Association’s proposal for participation in the City’s “Slow Streets” 
pilot program.   This project would involve reducing or eliminating 
through traffic on certain Midtown streets so that they could be used 
for active recreation by pedestrians, cyclists, and others 
(https://www.midtownsac.org/slow-streets.html). 

In his report, BPNA Preservation chair Jon Marshack talked about 
Sacramento’s 2040 General Plan update and its land use map, now 
under review (see article on page 2). A decision on a final plan is 
expected in 2021. He also brought Board members up to date on recent 
discussions about proposals to replace the 1950s State Capitol Annex 
with a new structure. Lastly, he reminded everyone about the 
importance of following recently established rules when developments 
are planned for Sacramento’s historic properties. Allowing deviations 
from these rules can harm the City’s irreplaceable historic resources. 

Two Board members will be involved in additional community 
activities. Sher Singh was nominated for enrollment in the Board and 
Commissions Leadership Institute, which provides public policy 
training for Sacramento area community advocates. Travis Silcox 
reported that she would represent the Boulevard Park neighborhood at 
the meeting of the District 4 Homelessness Task Force on December 9.

A Brief Report from the BPNA Board

At our January 13 General Membership meeting (see article on page 
1), we will be meeting the person whose name and office will soon 
become well known.  In July, as announced in Sacramento City 
Express, Bridgette Dean was appointed Interim Director of the City’s 
newly created Office of Community Response.  While this Office, 
which may become a Department, is still being staffed, there is little 
public information available.  But what this Office might do is very 
exciting and significant.

Interim Director Dean has been charged to establish an alternative 
response model for 911 calls that do not require a police officer.  
Dean comes to the City of Sacramento with a background in social 
services.  As a Licensed Clinical Social Worker with degrees from 
Sacramento State, Dean is expected to create a model whereby 
clinicians, and not police, respond to many calls regarding 
homelessness, mental health, and violence prevention.  She has 
served as an administrator, social worker, and counselor in law 
enforcement and public-school settings.

The City has allocated $5 million from the current budget to launch 
this new Office.  The goal is to transfer calls that do not require 
police response to alternative first responders over the next two 
years.  City Manager Howard Chan calls this approach “innovative 
and groundbreaking.”   Capitol Public Radio’s Sammy Caiola 
reported on November 9 that the County of Sacramento is also 
moving in this alternative response direction.  She wrote, in July,  
that the Sacramento City Council approved “a dispatch line that is 
separate from 911… as part of a police reform….  But it will not go 
into effect for two years as the City works to create a new department 
to handle the calls.”  We await developments in this exciting new 
direction that some would say is long overdue.

.

The City’s Best Kept Secret

Let’s give a Zoom welcome to our newly seated City Councilmember, 
Katie Valenzuela, at BPNA’s General Membership meeting on January 
13 (see article on page 1).

Councilmember Valenzuela was sworn in on December 15 after a long 
transition period following her election in March.   Katie is also a 
neighbor, living here in Boulevard Park.

With a background in civil rights, community organizing, and planning, 
Katie Valenzuela brings to District 4 an energetic approach to solving the 
City’s problems.  She has worked in the fields of urban agriculture and 
environmental justice.  Recently, she worked at the Capitol for the Joint 
Legislative Committee on Climate Change Policies.  Now, she’ll be 
dividing her time between her Council duties and her small 
environmental justice consulting practice.

In her first big, splashy rollout, Ms. Valenzuela initiated the District 4 
Homelessness Task Force, bringing together various stakeholders in the 
ongoing discussions around one of Sacramento’s most pressing issues, 
homelessness.  She has an urgent agenda for finding solutions to this and 
other concerns.

Zoom in with us on January 13 to meet and greet District 4’s 
Councilmember, Katie Valenzuela.

District 4’s New Councilmember, Katie Valenzuela
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 2309 E Street in 2020

In November 2018, Alma Winn, one of Sacramento’s two female 
architects from the early 1900s, was the subject of an article in 
Park Beat. This month we are featuring Anna Crabbe Walters, who 
was both an activist and an architect, playing an important role in 
the women’s suffrage movement in California.  She and her 
mother, Mary H. Crabbe, were members and officers of the Lucy 
Stone Equal Suffrage Club in the early 1900s; served as delegates 
to the state’s suffrage convention in 1907; and helped organize 
local public demonstrations for equal rights for women in 1908 
and 1909. Both women were alive when the 19th constitutional 
amendment was formally ratified in August 1920. 

Anna Crabbe Walters: Suffragist and House Designer

In April 1911, Walters 
was contracted to 
design a five-room 
house for Mrs. Annie 
M. Roper at 2721 H 
Street (photo at right). 
Seven months later, 
Seadler & Hoen were 
contracted to design a 
two-story dwelling for 
artist Mary Hinkson at 
2727 H Street.
Both homes were included in the tour sponsored by the Sacramento 
Old City Association in September 1991. Of the two, the Roper 
residence is a more modest Craftsman house, both smaller and less 
elaborate than the other building, which has a slightly English look 
due to its tall, steeply pitched roof and use of half-timbering. 
Craftsman features on the Roper house include the upward curving 
flare of the roof, the strip of windows in the front dormer, and the 
massive brick pillars in the front porch, also found in the Bramson 
house at 2101 G Street. Another Walters house is on what was once 
Maple Avenue in East Sacramento (1101 38th Street).

Before becoming an independent home designer, Walters studied 
drafting under Sacramento architect Ernest Hoen, worked as a 
stenographer for his firm (Seadler & Hoen), and did drafting for 
Wright & Kimbrough, the company behind Boulevard Park. Like 
other employees of this firm, she invested in the new development, 
buying a lot in the 2000 block of D Street with her husband, Ralph 
Walters, in 1906. Although she never lived in Boulevard Park, 
Anna Crabbe Walters designed at least two houses in its vicinity, 
one of which survives today. Interestingly, it is just two doors 
away from a house designed by her former employers, Seadler & 
Hoen. 

 Advertisement printed in the 1908 City Directory

What Style Is My House? Dutch Colonial Revival
by Jon Marshack

Residents of northern Midtown are fortunate to live among a variety 
of architectural house styles, which together create a rich heritage. 
Have you ever wondered about the style of your house? This is the 
fifth in a series to explore Boulevard Park and New Washington 
School house styles. In this article I present another frequently 
encountered style in our two historic districts, Dutch Colonial 
Revival. This style shares Classical and Colonial Revival influences 
with Classic Box (American Foursquare) and Neoclassic Rowhouse 
styles that were the subject of my October and November articles, 
respectively. The Dutch Colonial Revival style is based on homes 
first built in the early 1600s by Dutch traders and settlers in the 
region now occupied by New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. 
In Sacramento, the Dutch Colonial Revival style was popular from 
1900 to 1930.

The most distinctive feature of Dutch Colonial Revival homes is 
their front- and/or side-gabled gambrel roof, sometimes with flared 
eaves. Also used in barns, the double-pitched gambrel roof allows 
for an almost complete second floor without the expense of 
two-story construction. Dutch Colonial Revival homes with only 
front or side facing gambrel roofs were often expanded using 
gabled, hipped or shed dormers, making room for more 
second-floor windows. Siding within the gables is often simple 
wooden shingles, while narrow wood clapboard, double or triple 
ogee, or wide lapped siding is used on the walls below. As with the 
Neoclassic Rowhouse, most Dutch Colonial Revival porch roofs 
are inset within the roof structure and are supported by Tuscan, 
Doric or square columns sitting atop a three-foot high porch wall. 
Windows are often multi-light, such as six-over-one, six-over-six, 
or eight-over-eight (referring to the number of lights—or panes of 
glass—in the upper and lower window sashes). Many of these 
homes also feature shallow angled bay windows on front or side 
elevations.

  818 18th Street (1902)715 20th Street (c. 1900)

2500 H Street (1902)
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2020 was the year many Sacramentans as well as residents of 
other cities discovered Sutter’s Landing Regional Park. Over the 
summer, the number of new visitors flocking to the beach was 
double or triple what it had been before. They came from as far 
away as the East Bay and Napa and Sonoma counties to escape 
the wildfire smoke. Like local families, they brought their 
children to the Landing for its sandy beaches sloping gently into 
the shallow, slow-moving river. People came to swim and 
sunbathe and stand up on paddle boards.  

There was a downside to the summer crowds, though. So many 
new visitors stressed the landscape.  Some added to the impact by 
making new paths down to the river, cutting trees for wood for 
illegal fires, letting their dogs run unchecked, or leaving trash on 
the beach.  In response, members of FOSL and neighborhood 
volunteers sought to lead by example, arriving with trash pickers 
and buckets, and handing out litter bags on weekends. It worked. 
Park visitors noticed and changed their behavior. And a hidden 
cadre of longtime beach lovers quietly continued doing what they 
had always done—pack out more than they brought in. Thanks to 
their combined efforts, Sutter’s Landing is on the mend. It will 
always need our care and protection. There is restoration work to 
be done, such as healing scarred trails and planting new trees and 
shrubs.  But, for now, the park is a safe and peaceful place to 
enjoy nature and paddle serenely on the American River.

The Friends of Sutter’s Landing (FOSL) seek to create a 
welcoming and safe place where families and individuals can 
relax, recreate, and enjoy the beauties of nature along the 
American River, both now and in the future 
(http://www.sutterslandingpark.org/). If you are interested in 
volunteering, please send an email to:  foslpark@icloud.com

A Community Effort: 
Mending Sutter’s Landing Regional Park

by Tom Biglione

Were citrus trees ever used in street tree planting in Sacramento’s central city? 
Yes! Check out P Street between 17th and 18th Streets, where there are several 
orange trees in front of some of Downtown’s oldest and most attractive homes. 
Why not plant orange trees along the sidewalk? The blossoms perfume the air 
in spring, plus there is all that delicious fruit! The photograph above shows the 
orange trees planted in front of two fine Italianate houses, 1730 P Street (on 
the left; built in the 1870s) and 1728 P Street (built in the 1880s).                                                          

Sweet orange is not a wild tree, but a cross that was developed between a 
non-pure mandarin orange and a hybrid pomelo. The earliest mention of the 
sweet orange in Chinese literature dates from 314 BC. Oranges do well under 
moderate temperatures (60-85 degrees) and require considerable amounts of 
sunshine and water. They are sensitive to frost, which can be a problem during 
some Sacramento winters. Brazil is the world’s largest orange producer, 
followed by China, India, and then the USA. In the USA orange groves are 
mainly found in Florida, California, and Texas.

Oranges are enjoyable just as fruit, but also have many uses in cooking. 
Orange zest is popular because it contains oils and a strong flavor. The white 
part of the rind is a source of pectin. Orange peel is edible and has significant 
Vitamin C content, as does orange juice. Sweet orange oil is also used in 
perfumes, detergents, and hand cleaners, and for conditioning wood furniture.

The Street Trees of Midtown: Orange Trees
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