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January 2022

The 2022 BPNA general meeting is planned to be an in-person event and will be held at the Ethel Hart Senior Center, 915 27th 
Street, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. However, as announced in the December issue of Park Beat, it has been postponed from January 
(when it usually is scheduled) until Thursday, February 10.  Two or more guest speakers will be invited to speak on topics of 
neighborhood and City interest. Typically, they are City employees and/or elected representatives. Their names, and an outline 
of the meeting’s agenda, will be announced in the February issue of Park Beat.

An important task at each general meeting is the election of the members of the Board of Directors. In acknowledgment of the 
reluctance residents may feel about attending an indoor event while COVID is still impacting our lives, BPNA is offering all 
members the option of voting by mail, rather than at the meeting. To be eligible to vote, BPNA members must pay their 2022 
dues, either by February 7 (if they are voting by mail) or at the general meeting itself, prior to filling out their ballots. Mail-in 
ballots also must be received by BPNA no later than February 7. The earlier deadline for members who are paying and voting 
by mail is to ensure that all ballots can be counted and the results announced by the end of the general meeting on February 10.

To pay the 2022 membership dues before the general meeting, use the form on page 6 of the newsletter or go to the membership 
section of the BPNA website (https://www.boulevardpark.org/membership-form). The membership dues payment also may 
be mailed to BPNA’s postal box with the 2022 Board ballot (page 6). 

As a reminder, the recommended annual payment for each adult member of BPNA is between $5 and $15, or any other amount a 
member can afford. Each dues-paying adult member gets one vote in the annual election. For example, if two adults in a single 
household are both dues-paying members of BPNA, each gets one vote.

There are seven candidates for the seven positions on the 2022 Board. Their names are listed on the ballot on page 6; their 
personal statements appear on page 5 of the newsletter. 

COVID caveat: If local health conditions worsen and in-person gatherings are no longer viable in early February, the general 
meeting will be held online, using the Zoom platform. The day and time of the meeting will be the same. Information about 
accessing the February 10 meeting will be provided in the next issue of Park Beat and shared via email with all BPNA members.

2022 BPNA General Meeting and Board Elections

Ethel MacLeod Hart Senior Center
Harold Goodpastor, architect

A fine example of Mid-Century 
Modern architecture despite later 
alterations, this “Social Center in a 
City Park,” as it was described in 
Architectural Record in 1962, was 
opened in 1961. For more information, 
see the SacMod website 
(https://sacmod.org/city-of-sacramen
to-open-call-ethel-macleod-hart-inte
rior-remodel-project/).
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A Brief Report from the BPNA Board
The December 2 Board meeting began with a conversation with 
police officer Ethan Hanson, who was recently appointed 
captain of the City’s Central Command office. Neighborhood 
traffic concerns dominated the discussion, with speeding, stop 
sign running, and loud muffler noise topping the list. Board 
member Jon Marshack followed with an overview of the 
Sacramento Preservation Roundtable that he had attended on 
November 13, starting with a report about the “Grower’s 
District” development planned for the area around North 16th 
and North C Streets. This large project involves the construction 
of new buildings and the refurbishing of existing ones, many of 
which were formerly used for the distribution of local produce. 
Housing, retail, office space, and work lofts will be incorporated 
in this revitalized historic district. The Roundtable also offered 
an update about the Capitol Annex Project, including such 
controversial features as the demolition of the west steps plaza 
and the removal of numerous trees in Capitol Park (see article 
on page 4).  Dave Herbert reported on a Zoom meeting that he 
and other neighborhood association representatives attended 
with State Assembly Member Kevin McCarty. Other topics 
discussed at the Board meeting included preliminary plans for 
the BPNA’s general membership meeting on February 10 (see 
article on page 1); the prospects for repurposing Old Marshall 
School; and the grand opening of MOSAC, the new SMUD 
Museum of Science and Curiosity, on Nov. 17 (photo below; 
400 Jibboom Street; website: https://visitmosac.org).

The end of January brings the end of Sacramento’s Leaf Season, 
and “The Claw” will vanish from our streets.  After Sunday, 
January 23, no yard waste (including holiday trees) should be left 
on the street beside the curb. Instead, it must be placed in the 
green waste bins. To dispose of a holiday tree, remove its stand, 
any nails, and all decorations; cut it up into pieces; and place it 
into the bin, making sure you can close the lid. If Leaf Season has 
ended and your yard still generates more green waste than will fit 
into the bin—for example, you accumulate a large pile of 
branches from some serious pruning—you can use one or both of 
your two free household junk pickups and make an appointment 
to have the City haul away the debris. This service is available to 
all residential service customers. 
For information go to the City website: 
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/public-works/RSW/Collectio
n-Services/Garbage/Household-Junk

Farewell to the Claw
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BPNA Board of Directors 2021

Committees

Park Beat Production Team

Membership:                Ellen Hunt 
Preservation, Planning, and Land Use: Jon Marshack
District 4 Homelessness Task Force:          Travis Silcox 
                                                                        silcoxt5@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Catherine Turrill Lupi 
Columnist: David Herbert
Newsletter Designer:  Pete Bramson
Social Media: Sher Singh
Block Captain Coordinator:  Joe Cress, (916) 698-7938 
                                                  josephmcress@yahoo.com

Liz Edmonds, Treasurer      liz@lizedmonds.com
David Herbert, Chair      davidmather446@gmail.com
Ellen Hunt                             ellenhhunt@gmail.com
Max Mack, Secretary           max@driventodrive.co                                     
Jon Marshack                        jon.marshack@att.net     
Sher Singh                              alexis.sher.singh@gmail.com
Catherine Turrill Lupi          turrillc@csus.edu

January: 
Places to Go, Things To Do, Dates to Remember

Places to Go, Things to Do (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The BPNA was 
created to support, promote, and improve the quality of life for the 
residents of the greater Boulevard Park neighborhood. By achieving this 
goal we strive to improve the quality of life for others who work and live 
in and around Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

NOTE: For more information about public events being held this month, 
go to the city’s Sac 365 website (https://www.sacramento365.com/). Be 
sure to check individual organization websites for announcements and 
updates. Below are a few events, programs, and dates to remember.

Every Wednesday: “Music At Noon,” free concert series hosted by 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1300 N Street; website: 
https://www.westminsac.org/music-noon). Live-streaming also is 
available.

Every Wednesday: “Wednesdays at Winn,” a certified farmers’ market in 
Winn Park (28th and P Streets, 3 - 7:30 p.m.; website: 
http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/).

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th Street 
between J and L; also, K Street between 19th and 20th Street). Website: 
http://exploremidtown.org/midtown-farmers-market/

Most weekend mornings: Join other volunteers in tackling a variety of 
beautification tasks at Sutter’s Landing Park. For more details, go to:  
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofsutterslandingpark/

Fri., Jan. 7: Application deadline for the March-May session of the 
City-sponsored program, “Landscape & Learning” (4 p.m.). This is a 
paid work experience for Sacramento youth ages 14-17. Website: 
https://www.cityofsacramento.org/ParksandRec/Youth-Division/
Youth-Employment/LandscapeAndLearning

Jan. 7 & 8: Sacramento Potters/Art by Fire will host a “Seconds 
Sale” on Fri. (1-5) and Sat. (8-3) at Shepard Garden & Arts Center, 
3330 McKinley Blvd. Website: https://www.sgaac.org/calendar.php

Sun., Jan. 9: Sacramento Antique Faire, Sleep Train Arena, East 
Entrance off Truxel Rd. (6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; park in Lot K; $3 
admission but parking is free). Depending on the weather, a rain-date 
may be in effect. Check the website first: 
https://www.sacantiquefaire.com

Sun., Jan. 9: “Crafting with Kindness at the Ice Rink”: Hands-on 
workshop in making snowflake ornaments, hosted by Dignity 
Health, Ali Youssef Square, 7th and K Streets (11 a.m. to 1 p.m.).

Mon., Jan. 10: City-sponsored webinar on water pollution and flood 
prevention measures (6 p.m.). Another webinar will be held on Jan. 
26. See article on page 4.

Sun., Jan. 16: Last day of ice skating on the outdoor rink at Ali 
Youssefi Square, 7th and K Streets (Tues.-Thurs., 2 to 9 p.m.; 
Fri.-Sun., 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.). Admission charged. Website: 
https://www.godowntownsac.com/events/signature-events/ice-rink/

Mon., Jan. 17: Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Sat., Jan. 22: “Open Garden” at Fair Oaks Horticulture Center, 
hosted by UCCE Master Gardeners (1159 Fair Oaks Blvd.; 9-noon; 
free admission). 
Website: https://sacmg.ucanr.edu/?calitem=516851

Sat., Jan. 22: “The Green Book: Navigating to Freedom,” presented 
in conjunction with the ongoing exhibition at the California 
Museum, “The Negro Motorist Green Book” (10-4; reduced 
admission charged). Festivities will include self-guided tours of the 
exhibition; screenings of the 2019 Smithsonian Channel film, The 
Green Book: Guide to Freedom; crafts and story time reading for 
kids; and more.  
Website: https://www.californiamuseum.org/green-book-event

Sat., Jan. 22: Sacramento Philharmonic & Opera presents 
Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 5 (“Emperor,” with pianist Louis 
Schwizgebel) and Brahms’s Symphony No. 2 at the SAFE Credit 
Union Performing Arts Center (8 p.m.). Admission charged. Website: 
https://www.sacphilopera.org/production/beethovens-emperor-conc
erto/

Sun., Jan. 23: End of Leaf Season: This is the last day any yard 
waste, including holiday trees, can be placed out on the street for 
City pick-up (see article on page 2).

Wed., Jan. 26: City-sponsored webinar on water pollution and flood 
prevention measures (noon). See article on page 4.

. . .  And looking ahead to early February:   

Thur., Feb. 10:  BPNA General Membership Meeting, Ethel Hart 
Senior Center (6:30-8:30 p.m.; see article on page 1). The same date 
and time will apply if the meeting is redesigned as an online event.

Thu., Jan. 6:  BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 p.m.). 
Open to BPNA members and other interested residents (completion of 
COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave Herbert for information or 
to suggest agenda items. 

Fri., Jan. 7: City-sponsored webinar on water pollution and flood 
prevention measures (noon). Additional webinars will be held on Jan. 10 
and 26. See article on page 4.
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Blackberry Bushes

The BPNA Board of Directors has decided to help fund 
current legal action to stop the Capitol Annex Project.  The 
proposed project would do a number of things that would 
permanently damage Sacramento’s most prominent historic 
building and grounds:

● Demolish the mid-20th-century Capitol East Annex 
that was designed by State Architect Alfred Eichler 
and replace it with a glass-sided building with a much 
larger footprint;

● Excavate a substantial portion of Capitol Park to 
install a new underground parking structure for 
legislators and executive staff;

● Remove the Capitol West Steps Plaza, the site of 
numerous historic protests and celebrations, and 
replace it with a ramp leading from 10th Street down 
to a new visitor center at the basement level of the 
Capitol; and

● As a result of the above, remove or negatively impact 
188 Capitol Park trees.

The legislature already has constructed a new “swing” 
building at 10th and O Streets to house the Governor and 
legislative offices while the proposed demolition and 
construction are taking place. That building includes 
underground parking.

The price tag for the Capitol Annex Project is 1.2 billion 
dollars.  Opponents estimate that rehabilitating the existing 
Capitol East Annex and turning its underground parking into 
a new visitor center could cost half that much money and 
would avoid most if not all the negative impacts.  Additional 
office space and parking could be provided by the 
aforementioned “swing” building instead.

Several organizations and citizens’ groups have expressed 
opposition to the project, including the California 
Preservation Foundation, which hosted a public forum about 
saving the Capitol in January 2021 
(https://californiapreservation.org/events/save-capitol/). 
Two organizations formed a coalition and filed lawsuits 
challenging the project (https://www.saveourcapitol.org; 
https://savecalcap.org). These groups argue that numerous 
environmental and historic preservation laws and procedural 
requirements have been ignored.  At its December meeting, 
the BPNA Board discussed available information and voted 
to help the coalition by donating $1,000 to the cause. More 
information about the Capitol Annex Project and the growing 
opposition to it can be found on the websites listed above.

BPNA Board Opposes Capitol Annex Project
by Jon Marshack, Preservation Chair

As announced in the December 6 issue of “Sacramento 
City Express,” during the month of January the City of 
Sacramento’s Department of Utilities will be hosting three 
webinars on the “Water Pollution and Flood Prevention 
Measure,” a property-owner ballot measure intended to 
fund repairs and improvements to the City’s aging 
stormwater system. The ballot measure is expected to be 
brought before City Council in February 2022 and voted 
on by property owners several weeks later. Residents are 
invited to attend the webinars to learn more about the 
measure and how the City’s stormwater system helps 
protect homes, businesses, and local water sources. The 
three webinars will each last about an hour and will be 
held on January 7 (at noon), January 10 (at 6 p.m.), and 
January 26 (at noon). All of the webinars will be 
recorded, and the recordings posted online for people who 
cannot attend at the scheduled times. For more 
information, to register for one of the webinars, or to 
watch one of the recorded sessions, go to the City website 
(https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Utilities/Water-Poll
ution-Flood-Prevention/Webinars). 

To sign up for email delivery of “Sacramento City 
Express,” go to: https://sacramentocityexpress.com/about/

Proposed City Ballot Measure 
and Sacramento’s Stormwater System
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Liz Edmonds
I would consider it a privilege to continue to serve on the Board. BPNA 
has provided the leadership for many positive changes in our 
neighborhood in the past 4+ decades.  When my family and I moved to 
our house on 22nd Street, G Street was a 3-lane, 50 mph “freeway,” and 
there were vacant homes and apartments that needed repair. Today, 
Boulevard Park is one of the most desirable neighborhoods in 
Sacramento, a fine place to raise a family, with caring and involved 
neighbors. As a realtor with Lyon Real Estate, I have had the pleasure of 
helping many clients move here. My husband and I raised our children 
in Boulevard Park, and there is no place we would rather live. I have 
enjoyed volunteering over the years at many BPNA events, including the 
yard sale, National Night Out, and the Spaghetti Dinner. I would 
appreciate your vote, and if re-elected to the Board I will do all I can to 
preserve and to continue to improve our neighborhood and city.

David Herbert
I am a native of San Francisco but a long-time Midtown Sacramento 
resident, having lived at the same house on F Street for over forty years. 
My wife Emily and I have three children and four grandchildren. I have 
always thought of the greater central city as my home and have often 
gotten involved in issues that seemed important to maintaining our 
wonderful Midtown/Downtown. I have communicated with City 
Council members on many occasions to dispute proposed demolitions of 
historic homes and businesses, questionable tree removal programs, and 
other matters of community interest. In the 1980’s, I was a member of 
the Sacramento Street Tree Task Force. My determined involvement in, 
and monitoring of, the Central City’s so-called “reforestation” program 
during this period did much to help guide the City toward a greater 
appreciation of our wonderful street tree heritage.  I also have delivered 
issues of Park Beat to neighborhood residents for several years. I have 
served on the BPNA Board of Directors for the past six years and would 
love to continue in this position in 2022.  

Ellen Hunt
My husband and I moved to the Boulevard Park neighborhood eight 
years ago, when we purchased our home on 24th and D Streets.  Prior to 
that, we rented in the Alkali Flat neighborhood.  We love the 
downtown/midtown neighborhoods and all that they have to offer; 
walkability, dining, entertainment, and art.  I was born and raised in 
nearby Woodland and went to college at UC Santa Cruz.  After living 
briefly in the Bay Area, we decided to make Sacramento our home.  My 
husband is active in the art community as an artist and member of Axis 
Gallery as well as working in the Art Department at Sacramento State.  I 
work at Umpqua Bank in Public Finance providing financing for cities, 
counties, school districts, etc.  I have served on the Board for three years 
and during that time have become more familiar with the issues affecting 
our neighborhood.  In 2021 I helped organize our successful 
Neighborhood Night Out event, which was BPNA’s first in-person event 
since early 2020.  I would love to continue serving on the Board in 
2022!

Max Mack
Having completed my first year as a BPNA Board member, I’ve come to 
appreciate better the concerns and issues involved in maintaining and 
supporting our historic neighborhood. I’ve enjoyed working with and 
learning from the other Board members and advocates for Boulevard 
Park. It is rewarding to see action from City representatives and other 
officials after the Board has expressed concerns about, or contributed 
knowledge to, specific issues       (statement continues at the top of the 
next column)

Max Mack (cont.)
I look forward to continuing advocacy for the neighborhood and to 
addressing issues that may negatively impact the historic fabric of this 
beautiful neighborhood. Meeting people and sustaining relationships 
along with being of service to my neighbors and my friends are my 
driving spirit. I also enjoy volunteering as a block captain, delivering 
the Park Beat newsletter. 

Jon Marshack
I have lived Boulevard Park and been a member of BPNA for over 22 
years.  I treasure Sacramento’s well-preserved historic resources, as 
well as the sense of community and engagement we experience in its 
walkable, bikeable, tree canopied Central City neighborhoods. I have 
served as Co-Chair of the BPNA Board and more recently as 
Preservation Chair.  My experience in historic preservation includes 
serving on Sacramento’s Preservation Commission and Design 
Review and Preservation Board, the Save our Rail Depot Steering 
Committee, the Board of Directors of the Sacramento Old City 
Association (now Preservation Sacramento), the Board of the Capital 
City Preservation Trust, and the Awards Committee for the George 
Bramson Memorial Award in Historic Preservation that recognizes 
exemplary works in preservation by Sacramento State students. I look 
forward to working with the 2022 BPNA Board to advocate for 
protecting our historic resources and the marvelous way of life in our 
special corner of Sacramento.

Sher Singh
I have served two terms on the BPNA Board.  I live with my son and 
daughter on E Street in Boulevard Park. I enjoy all aspects of this 
neighborhood. I appreciate the uniqueness of the architecture, the 
stately old trees, and the hardworking small businesses. In the next 
year I personally wish to do more in our neighborhood. I volunteer for 
Women’s Empowerment. I am on several levels of the century-old 
organization called the California Federation of Business and 
Professional Women (CFBPW), including Downtown Sacramento, 
Bay Capital District, National, and International BPW chapters. I 
represent CFBPW in public policy meetings at the Capitol. My other 
professional and community experience includes 18 years on a 
domestic violence board; 9 years on a Mental Health Association 
board; 9 years on hospital and health systems boards; and 3 years as 
an elected school board member, among several other boards. 
Continuing to serve on the BPNA Board will help me to stay engaged 
with the community and to be a part of its culture. I look forward to 
the opportunity to be a member of 2022 BPNA Board.  

Catherine Turrill-Lupi: 
A native of California, I have lived in the Boulevard Park 
neighborhood for over twenty-five years, first as a renter and then as a 
homeowner. I was a member of the full-time faculty at Sacramento 
State for most of that time. Now that I am retired, I have more time 
for research, writing, community service, and travel (often to Italy, 
my husband Alberto’s birthplace). My activities include volunteering 
with Friends of Sutter’s Landing Park, researching local architectural 
history, and studying the careers of women artists of the Italian 
Renaissance. I have enjoyed living in Boulevard Park, participating in 
BPNA-hosted events (which we hope will resume soon!), editing 
Park Beat, and serving on the BPNA Board. I would be honored to be 
a Board member in 2022.

Statements of the Seven Candidates for the 2022 BPNA Board (election on Feb. 10)
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Most of us have seen raccoons in our midtown neighborhood or maybe just the results of their 
nocturnal visits to our backyards. Raccoons are increasingly found in urban areas and 
Sacramento is no exception. Although  native to forest areas of North America, these adaptable 
mammals have extended their  range to mainland Europe and elsewhere. When raccoons become 
a nuisance, we can discourage their visits by keeping food waste out of their reach and by sealing 
up garage and attic spaces. Loud noises and flashing lights may scare them off but only 
temporarily. Raccoons usually do not prey on dogs and cats, although they may respond 
aggressively if confronted by a pet or its human. Raccoons are quite intelligent and, thanks to 
their nimble forearms, are able to unscrew jars, uncork bottles, and undo door latches. Their paws 
lack an opposable thumb, so they are not as agile as primates. They have a  refined sense of 
touch, are able to see  after dark, and with their broad auditory range can even hear the movement 
of earthworms underground. The City of Sacramento website 
(https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Community-Development/Animal-Care/Other-Stuff/Ra
ccoons) offers more information as well as suggestions for how to cope with raccoons.

Critters in Our Midst: The Masked Marauder of Midtown

for calendar year 
2022; must be received 

by BPNA by Feb. 7
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