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As of this writing, the evening’s agenda will include the announcement of the names of the newly elected 2022 Board 
members, some general discussion, and presentations by two guest speakers, District 4 Councilmember Katie Valenzuela 
and Officer Ethan Hanson, Captain of Central Command in the Sacramento Police Department.  For some background 
information, see Councilmember Valenzuela’s article on page 4 of this newsletter.

The General Meeting will be conducted via the Zoom platform. Attendees can access this virtual meeting either by phone 
or by computer. Video will be activated for all; audio will be muted, except for the official speakers and for any moderated 
discussions. Attendees will be able to use the “chat” feature to pose questions to the guest speakers, the Board members, or 
the entire group.  The meeting ID number is 811 4032 2605.  The URL of the Zoom website is: 
https://csus.zoom.us/j/81140322605.  If you are participating by telephone, dial this number: 1 (669) 900 6833. If you 
have not used Zoom before, the company’s website offers useful guidelines and videos (https://learn-zoom.us/show-me).

2022 General Membership Meeting: 
Another Virtual Experience (February 10)

As announced in the January issue of Park Beat, where their personal statements can be found (page 5), the seven 
candidates for the 2022 Board are: Liz Edmonds, David Herbert, Ellen Hunt, Max Mack, Jon Marshack, Sher Singh, 
and Catherine Turrill-Lupi.  Usually, BPNA members vote in person at the General Meeting, using paper ballots, but 
that has not been possible during the pandemic. Instead, members will be voting by USPS mail, using the ballot on page 6 
of either the January or February issue of Park Beat. 

To be eligible to vote, residents must be active members of the BPNA, that is, they must be current with their dues 
payments. For that reason, a 2022 membership form was included on page 6 of both newsletters.  It may be submitted with 
the ballot or mailed separately. Members also have the option of paying their dues online, via the BPNA website 
(https://www.boulevardpark.org/).  At the top of the home page, click “About BPNA,” and then choose “Membership 
Form.”  You also can find a copy of the January newsletter on the BPNA website.

If you haven’t voted yet, please mail your ballot soon. It should reach BPNA’s mailbox (P. O. Box 160811) by February 7. 
The election results will be announced at the General Meeting on February 10.

2022 Board Election: All Ballots Must Be Received by February 7

Although the BPNA Board members had hoped that 
the postponement of the 2022 General Membership 
Meeting from January to February might bring us out 
of the shadow of COVID and free us from any health 
concerns about indoor gatherings, it did not work out 
that way. Accordingly, the 2022 General Membership 
Meeting will be conducted virtually (6:30-8:30 p.m.). 
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A Brief Report from the BPNA Board
Because of the increased intensity of the COVID virus, the 
January 6 meeting was conducted via the Zoom format. 
Preservation Chair Jon Marshack provided updates about 
several current topics, starting with the status of legal 
challenges to the Capitol Annex project (see the article in 
the January issue of Park Beat). Two of the pending 
challenges claim that there has been insufficient 
environmental impact review in connection with this 
project. Jon then briefed board members on the City’s 
“Housing Element” meeting (December 14), at which City 
Council members adopted amendments to increase 
funding for more affordable housing and workforce 
housing throughout Sacramento, especially in high 
resource/high opportunity areas and in areas impacted by 
discriminatory housing practices in the past. The 
amendments would also facilitate infill and economic 
development along commercial corridors that have been 
underserved. Other topics discussed at the meeting 
included increased traffic enforcement patrols in our 
neighborhood in the interest of public safety (with 
information provided by Captain Ethan Hanson); the 
agenda and format of BPNA’s annual General Membership 
Meeting, to be held via the Zoom format on February 10 
(see article on page 1); and the results of the recent 
redistricting project. As of December, District 4 (our area) 
now includes not only Downtown and Midtown (as 
before), but also East Sacramento, the Railyards area, and 
the River District (Richards Boulevard area). For more 
information about the redrawn council districts, see the 
January 5 issue of Sacramento City Express 
(https://sacramentocityexpress.com/2022/01/05/sacram
ento-city-council-districts-have-been-redrawn-heres-ho
w-to-see-if-your-councilmember-has-changed/). 

Readers of the January 5 e-letter, Saccounty News, were 
informed about a survey designed to gather their feedback on 
what is needed to make our county and communities more 
age-friendly. Nearly six hundred states and communities 
across the United States belong to the WHO-sponsored 
global network of Age-Friendly Cities and Communities. 
Sacramento County, which joined the network last year, is 
conducting a 20-minute online survey to gather information 
that will help it to prioritize the needs of current and future 
older residents (deadline: February 28). More information 
and a link to the survey are available on the County website 
(https://www.saccounty.gov/news/latest-news/Pages/Tell-
Us-What-is-an-Age-Friendly-Community.aspx). 

Your Opinions Sought to Help Make Our 
County More Age-Friendly
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BPNA Board of Directors 2021

Committees

Park Beat Production Team

Membership:                Ellen Hunt 
Preservation, Planning, and Land Use: Jon Marshack
District 4 Homelessness Task Force:          Travis Silcox 
                                                                        silcoxt5@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Catherine Turrill Lupi 
Columnist: David Herbert
Newsletter Designer:  Pete Bramson
Social Media: Sher Singh
Block Captain Coordinator:  Joe Cress, (916) 698-7938 
                                                  josephmcress@yahoo.com

Liz Edmonds, Treasurer      liz@lizedmonds.com
David Herbert, Chair      davidmather446@gmail.com
Ellen Hunt                             ellenhhunt@gmail.com
Max Mack, Secretary           max@driventodrive.co                                     
Jon Marshack                        jon.marshack@att.net     
Sher Singh                              alexis.sher.singh@gmail.com
Catherine Turrill Lupi          turrillc@csus.edu

February 2022: 
Places to Go, Things to Do (Really & Virtually)  

Places to Go, Things to Do (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The BPNA was 
created to support, promote, and improve the quality of life for the 
residents of the greater Boulevard Park neighborhood. By achieving this 
goal we strive to improve the quality of life for others who work and live 
in and around Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

NOTE: For more information about public events being held this month, 
go to the city’s Sac 365 website (https://www.sacramento365.com/). Be 
sure to check individual organization websites for announcements and 
updates. Below are a few events, programs, and dates to remember.

Every Wednesday: “Music at Noon,” free concert series hosted by 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1300 N Street; website: 
https://www.westminsac.org/music-noon. Live-streaming also is 
available.

Every Wednesday: “Wednesdays at Winn,” a certified farmers’ market 
in Winn Park (28th and P Streets, 3 - 7:30 p.m.; website: 
http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/.

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th 

Street between J and L; also, K Street between 19th and 20th Street). 
Website: http://exploremidtown.org/midtown-farmers-market/

Most weekend mornings: Join other volunteers in tackling a variety of 
beautification tasks at Sutter’s Landing Park. For more details, go to:  
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofsutterslandingpark/

Sun., Feb. 6: NEW last day for in-street pick-up of yard waste in 
Sacramento (see the article at the bottom of the page).

Mon., Feb. 7: All ballots for the 2022 BPNA board must be received 
by this date. See article on page 1.

Mon., Feb. 7: Application deadline, City of Sacramento’s 2022 
Planning Academy. See article on page X. Website: 
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/Community-Development/Planni
ng/Long-Range/Planning-Academy

Thu., Feb. 10: BPNA General Meeting & Board Election (6:30-8:30 
p.m.): Conducted via Zoom. See article on page 1.

Sat., Feb. 12: February Open Garden, hosted by UC Master Gardeners 
at Fair Oaks Horticultural Center, 4145 Branch Center Rd., 
Sacramento (9 a.m.-12 noon). Held rain or shine. Website: 
https://sacmg.ucanr.edu/?calitem=516810

Wed., Feb. 16: Free instructional webinar for the Great Backyard Bird 
Count (11 a.m.). Website below.

Feb. 18-21: Great Backyard Bird Count: 25th anniversary of this 
international event in which everyone can participate. See article on 
page X. Website: https://www.birdcount.org

Mon., Feb. 21: Presidents’ Day

Sun., Feb. 26: City of Trees Parade, a free Mardi Gras event 
showcasing Sacramento’s culturally diverse performance and art 
communities (Downtown and Old Sacramento; 5-8 p.m.). Website: 
https://curiositycollaborative.org/city-of-trees-parade/ 

Mon., Feb. 27: Nisenan: A Cultural Music Project, presented by Vox 
Musica at Beatnik Studios, 723 S St., 5-7 p.m.; admission charged, 
prices vary for in-person or virtual attendance (online streaming from 
Feb. 27-Mar. 6). Website: https://www.voxmusica.net/project-four

Tues., Feb. 28: Deadline for completing the Age-Friendly Sacramento 
County Survey (see article on page 2).

. . .  And looking ahead to early March: 
Thur., Mar. 3:  BPNA Board Meeting, conducted in person (6:30-8 
p.m.). Open to BPNA members and other interested residents 
(completion of COVID vaccinations required). Contact Dave Herbert 
for information or to suggest agenda items. 

Feb. 4-6: “Catalyst,” performance by the Sacramento Ballet at The Sofia, 
2700 Capitol Ave. (admission charged). For ticket information and for 
performance times, go to: 
https://www.sacballet.org/performances/season-performances/

Sat., Feb. 5: 15th Annual Galt Winter Bird Festival, with both in-person and 
online activities (10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; free admission). Website: 
https://www.ci.galt.ca.us/city-departments/parks-recreation/winter-bird-festival

In early January the City announced that “Leaf Season” had 
been extended by another week, with the “Last Day Out” 
moved forward from January 23 to February 6. After that 
date, residents must use green waste bins for all lawn and 
garden debris. Acceptable yard waste includes leaves, grass 
trimmings, limbs from pruned trees and shrubs, and sod. Pet 
owners please take note: Pet feces must not be placed on 
leaf piles or in green waste bins. 

For more information about disposal of yard waste, please go 
to the City website 
(http://www.cityofsacramento.org/public-works/RSW/Co
llection-Services/Yard-Waste).

Brief Encore Appearance by “The Claw”
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Blackberry Bushes

Applications for Sacramento’s Planning Academy for 
city residents and business owners will be accepted until 
Monday, February 7.  This free eleven-week course, 
with both virtual sessions and optional outdoor events, 
will be taught by a team of City staff members, local 
architects, planning professionals, and community 
residents.  As explained on the City’s website, the course 
is “designed to educate and engage residents and 
business owners about the City’s planning process and 
how planning shapes our community.” The online 
sessions will be held on Monday evenings. There also 
will be in-person events on two Saturday mornings. For 
more information about the Planning Academy and for 
instructions about the application process, go to the City 
website 
(http://www.cityofsacramento.org/Community-Devel
opment/Planning/Long-Range/Planning-Academy).

City of Sacramento Planning Academy 
(deadline: February 7)

My first year as your councilmember in District 4 has 
come to a close, and what a year it was! It wasn’t without 
its challenges, but together we were able to make a lot of 
progress that I’m very excited about.

Last year, District 4 made unprecedented moves in 
addressing Sacramento’s homelessness crisis. We 
convened the D4 Homelessness Task Force, which 
included active participation by BPNA representative 
Travis Silcox. We opened the City’s first safe camping and 
parking sites to provide immediate relief to unhoused 
people who were going to be displaced by the W-X 
Freeway construction. While there were challenges that 
arose and lessons that were learned, we were able to 
provide services to hundreds of people suffering from 
chronic homelessness, and to date have moved more than 
200 folks from those sites into long-term shelter or 
permanent housing. 

Homelessness wasn’t the only area we focused on in 2021. 
Our office also made great strides in public safety and 
police oversight, advanced policy to phase out fossil fuels 
in Sacramento, built stronger relationships between the 
City and our local Indigenous community, championed the 
right to healthcare by establishing Sacramento as a 
defender of reproductive freedom and supporter of 
Medicare for All, secured federal funding to invest in local 
arts and businesses, and a lot more. 

We also have hit the ground running in 2022 with several 
exciting projects! We are actively working on a new safe 
camping and parking sites, the phase-down of the W-X 
site (and the return there of the Sunday farmers’ market!), 
a partnership with the YMCA to secure several new 
housing units, a strategic plan to address community 
concerns at Marina Vista and Alder Grove, and more. 

2022 has brought some changes to our district boundaries 
as well! With the completion of our first independent 
redistricting process, Land Park and our small piece of 
Natomas were relocated to Districts 3 and 7. However, we 
are very happy to be joined by East Sacramento, River 
Park, and the River District!

All in all, 2021 was a challenging but very productive 
year, and my team and I could not be more excited about 
all the potential that lies ahead for District 4 in 2022! It 
has been such a pleasure to serve you on City Council and 
I can’t wait to see what we can accomplish together in the 
coming years. 
 

Looking Back and Looking Forward in District 4
By Councilmember Katie Valenzuela
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Opossums are the only marsupials living wild in North America. Like kangaroos, female opossums carry their young in an abdominal 
pouch. Once or twice a year, females produce litters that average 8 to 9 offspring. Because of the short gestation period, newborn 
opossums are little more than embryos. Only those that make their way into the mother’s pouch will survive, finally emerging from the 
pouch after about 11 weeks. The life span of an opossum in the wild is only about a year or two.

When threatened, the opossum may flee or may assume an aggressive stance by baring its teeth, hissing, or growling. If that fails, it will 
“play possum” by going into a comatose state that mimics the appearance and even smell of a sick or dead animal. This is an 
involuntary response to danger, rather than a conscious act. 

Critters in Our Midst: The Opossum

The church complex that Woollett & Lamb designed in the mid-1920s was inspired by an 11th-century church in Milan, Italy. 
Dedicated to Milan’s patron saint, Sant’Ambrogio is an important example of Romanesque architecture, an historic style that 
enjoyed some popularity in Sacramento in the late 1800s and early 1900s. However, very few of the city’s Romanesque Revival 
buildings survive today. First United Methodist Church is an exception. Its Romanesque-style features include the red brick 
construction, massive belltower, and the repeated use of rounded arches, especially the three arches above the entrance doors, 
which mimic the ones at Sant’Ambrogio.

Many Midtown residents have seen this strange house-cat-sized animal wandering 
through their backyards, usually at night. Opossums find our neighborhoods a good 
source of food with our trash cans and outdoor dishes of pet food, in addition to the 
yards and gardens offering their regular diet of rodents, birds, frogs, insects (including 
ticks), and fallen fruit. Nocturnal omnivores and scavengers, opossums have been 
described as “Nature’s clean-up crew, working the graveyard shift.” They are usually 
solitary animals, but families will form groups in burrows, often living under 
staircases, porches, and decks. Because opossums have adapted so well to urban 
neighborhoods, and are sometimes regarded as pests, the City of Sacramento offers 
information about how to deal with them on its website 
(https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Community-Development/Animal-Care/Othe
r-Stuff/Opossums).

Historic Buildings off the Boulevard: First United Methodist Church
Like saloons, stores, and woodyards, houses of worship were not part of Wright & Kimbrough’s vision for Boulevard Park, and 
none were built within the historic residential district after it was launched in 1905. However, they were quite acceptable on the 
periphery of the neighborhood and early in 1924 the congregation of Grace Methodist Episcopal Church secured the southeast 
corner lot at 21st and J Streets. The architectural firm of Woollett & Lamb had been hired three years earlier, when the 
Methodists proposed to build their new church on another site further removed from Boulevard Park, the northwest corner of 
18th and K Streets. John W. Woollett, briefly the State Architect (1912-13), had been in partnership with Arthur H. Lamb since 
1919. Both men were from the east coast and were the sons of architects. In California, they developed a reputation for 
designing commercial and institutional buildings, two examples of which are right outside Boulevard Park: Old Soul 
Weatherstone (1923; originally a barber shop and meat market) and First United Methodist Church (1924-25).

Photograph of the church courtyard in 1926, courtesy of the Center for Sacramento History

As originally designed, Woollett & Lamb’s building had a U-shaped plan, with the church’s meeting hall on the right, a 
two-story wing with offices and clubrooms at the back, and a two-story wing with the Sunday school classrooms on the left. 
These three structures framed a deep courtyard that was fully open to 21st Street and had a very Italian-looking loggia with a row 
of arches at the back. Large enough to hold most of the church’s congregation back in 1926 (as shown in the photo above), the 
courtyard is now partly built over and separated from the sidewalk by a gateway.
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screen doors, kitchen cabinets, bookcases, mantelpieces, sash windows, 
rafter tails, and more. Like the uncle who taught him in his native 
Mexico, Victor also loved to carve wood. He was a very talented and 
careful artisan, dedicated to his craft. Everyone who knew him will also 
remember his gentle and generous spirit.    Gracias de corazón, Victor, 
for everything that you did for us.

Farewell to Boulevard Park’s 
Senior Woodworker

VVVictor making a door in 2001

Neighborhood artisan Victor Escoto 
died after a long illness on December 
15. Many Boulevard Park residents 
have benefited from his carpentry and 
woodworking skills over the last 
several decades. You can find his work 
all around our neighborhood, 
including picket fences, front doors,

From February 18-21, people throughout the world are 
encouraged to watch, count, and report as many birds as 
they can in any place they enjoy. The event is 
co-sponsored by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the 
National Audubon Society, and Birds Canada. The basic 
instructions are simple: pick any location you like; 
watch birds at that site for 15 minutes or more at least 
once over the four days; count all the birds you see or 
hear at your chosen location and timeslot; and use any 
of the tools listed on the website to report your findings. 
To learn more, watch the free webinar on February 16 
(https://www.birdcount.org).
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