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Measure A promotes an equitable Sacramento, increasing citizen 
participation in establishing budget priorities and making our 
elected City Leader accountable for implementing policies that 
advance equity and economic progress in Sacramento. It will:
 
Increase accountability  in government by giving our elected 
Mayor the tools to act quickly and decisively in times of crisis 
and to implement policies to address our most pressing needs.
Require the City to analyze the social equity (including racial 
equity, ethnic equity, LGBTQ, and gender equity) impacts of the 
city’s budget and major policy decisions.
Create a 9th City Council District to improve diversity on the 
Council and strengthen neighborhood representation.
Strengthen the City Council by giving it exclusive authority 
over land use and planning decisions.  The Mayor’s executive 
authority is checked by a stronger city council.
Ensure that the City budget includes at least $40 million for 
inclusive economic development and youth services.
Create a permanent Fair Housing and Human Rights 
Commission to monitor, evaluate and advise the City Council on 
progress made towards promoting social equity.
Require the City to analyze the small business impacts of the 
city’s budget and major policy decisions.
Make permanent the City’s “Sunshine Ordinance” regarding 
public access to City meetings and records.
Establish a permanent Ethics Commission with at least one 
dedicated full-time staff person reporting directly to it
Require the City Council to pass a Code of Ethics for elected 
officials and appointed members of boards, commissions and 
committees
Set term limits for the Mayor (no more than two terms) 

For more information, go to: https://yesonsacmeasurea.com/

 

Arguments for Measure A

Thanks to Katie Valenzuela, incoming Council-member for District 4, for her assistance with the summary of the arguments against 
Measure A. For the full text and an impartial analysis of the measure, primary arguments for and against the measure, and rebuttals to 
those same arguments (as of August 2020), go to: https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Clerk/Elections/3-Measure-Information

Measure A: Sacramento Mayoral Accountability and Community Equity Act of 2020

Measure A would fundamentally change Sacramento’s system of 
governance, giving the Mayor control over policy, budgeting, and 
administrative decisions. It allows for backroom deals, making it 
harder for neighborhoods to have a voice and easier for 
big-money interests to lobby for what they want. While Measure 
A is very similar to 2014’s Measure L, there are some key 
differences that bring new reasons to oppose this proposal:

Less Transparency: The Mayor will not be required to attend 
public meetings and will not be subject to the Brown 
Act—despite having more power.
More False Promises: Measure A includes policy changes that 
claim to improve equity but don’t reflect requests by advocates to 
make the language stronger and more binding. It also keeps the 
equity provisions bundled together with governance changes that 
no one had requested. That is one reason why Dr. Flojaune 
Cofer—the chair of the Measure U Community Advisory 
Committee—has joined with several other advocacy groups and 
community leaders to oppose Measure A.
Ballot-box Budgeting: The set-aside of $40 million from each 
annual budget—with no provisions for emergencies or budget 
shortfalls—will make us vulnerable to cuts in essential services, 
with little guarantee that the money set aside will be used for the 
purposes identified. That’s one reason why the Sacramento Area 
Fire Fighters have joined the opposition campaign to  Measure A.
Terrible Timing: Despite a pandemic, which will make voting a 
greater challenge for many, the Mayor brought this proposal 
forward with less than two weeks of public review, and less than 
three months before the election. This did not allow for adequate 
public input, and greatly limits our ability to have informed 
conversations with the community about what Measure A would 
mean for our city. 

For more information, go to: https://www.nowaymeasurea.com/

Arguments Against Measure A
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Conducted virtually, the BPNA Board meeting on September 
3 featured one guest speaker and several reports. This was 
the first opportunity for Board members to meet with Police 
Captain Wendy Brown, who has replaced Captain Norm 
Leong as commander of Police District 3 (Central 
Command), covering Midtown and Downtown (effective 
April 2020). By way of introduction, Captain Brown 
explained that, in her 26 years with the Sacramento Police 
Department, she has held almost every type of assignment, 
and was the Department’s first female SWAT Commander. 
She told us that she likes the Central Command assignment 
for its variety. In the ensuing discussion we talked about a 
wide range of topics, including enforcement of traffic laws in 
the city, traffic-related noise problems, COVID-19 jail 
releases and their impact on Sacramento, the increasing 
number of police calls involving the homeless population, 
and this summer’s demonstrations around racial equity and 
social justice issues. 

After Captain Brown’s presentation, the Board members 
discussed a recent proposal for a new deli in the 2300 block 
of J Street that may include a patio area with late night 
service in the parking lot behind the building, closely 
adjoining an I Street residential area. Also considered was a 
proposal for a new mixed use residential and retail building 
on the northwest corner of 17th and J Streets. Another item on 
the agenda was City Council’s recent approval of the West 
Broadway Specific Plan, which has received some criticism 
because it does not assure adequate protection for the New 
Helvetia Historic District, despite that area’s inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

Lastly, our preservation chair, Jon Marshack, shared excerpts 
from a Powerpoint presentation about the last phase of the 
Sacramento Valley Station Area Plan, the subject of a virtual 
community open house that he had attended on August 26.  
The complete public draft of the latest version of the Area 
Plan may be reviewed via the internet, and emailed 
comments are encouraged through Friday, October 2. 

For the Plan’s draft  and the address for comments, go to: 
https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Public-Works/Sacrame
nto-Valley-Station. 

A Brief Report from the BPNA Board
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Park Beat Production Team

Membership:                Ellen Hunt 
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David Herbert, Chair           davidmather446@gmail.com
Ellen Hunt                                       ellenhhunt@gmail.com
Jon Marshack                                   jon.marshack@att.net                    
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October 2020: 
Places to Go, Things To Do (Really & Virtually) 

Places to Go, Things to Do (cont.)

Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association’s purpose: The 
BPNA was created to support, promote, and improve the quality 
of life for the residents of the greater Boulevard Park 
neighborhood. By achieving this goal we strive to improve the 
quality of life for others who work and live in and around 
Boulevard Park, and therefore in Sacramento as a whole.

NOTE: As of September 25, very few live public events were listed on 
the City’s 365 website.  Check it and other websites for updates. Below 
are a few events, programs, and dates to remember.

Every Wednesday: “Wednesdays at Winn,” a new farmers’ market 
launched in August (Winn Park, 28th and P Streets, 3 p.m.-7:30 p.m.; 
website: http://exploremidtown.org/wednesdays-at-winn/).

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmers’ Market (8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 20th Street 
between J and L). Before you go, be sure to read the current health 
precaution guidelines posted on the Explore Midtown website 
(http://exploremidtown.org/midtown-farmers-market/).

Online and streamed events in Sacramento: The Sac 365 website 
offers information about virtual entertainment and activities 
(https://www.sacramento365.com/categories/online-streaming/). 

Mon., Oct. 5: The County will start sending vote-by-mail 
ballots to all registered voters.  See article on page 4. 

Sun., Oct. 11: Sacramento Antique Faire, 21st and W Streets 
(under the freeway; 6:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.; $3 per person 
admission). For information about COVID-19 safety protocols, 
go to: https://www.sacantiquefaire.com/
 
Fri., Oct. 16: B Street Theatre presents Six Feet Apart: Virtual 
live concert by singer-songwriter Christina Martin (7 p.m., 
followed by a Q&A with the artist). Free, but advance 
registration is  required. Website: 
https://bstreettheatre.org/six-feet-apart/
 
Mon., Oct. 19: Last day to register to vote if you are 
registering online or by USPS mail (for mail-in registration, 
the envelope must be postmarked by October 19). For more 
information, go to: 
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/
 
Fri., Oct. 23: B Street Theatre presents Six Feet Apart: Virtual 
live concert by harpist  Alexander Boldachev (7 p.m., followed 
by a Q&A with the artist). Free, but advance registration 
required. Website: https://bstreettheatre.org/six-feet-apart/
 
Tue., Oct. 27: If you are voting by USPS mail, send in your 
ballot before this date (see article on page 4).
 

 . .  And, looking ahead to early November:
 
Sun., Nov. 1: End of Daylight Savings Time; Start of Leaf 
Season (for more information see November’s  Park Beat)
Tue., Nov. 3: Election Day: PLEASE VOTE
Thu., Nov. 5: BPNA Board Meeting, conducted via Zoom 
(6:30-8 p.m.). 

Thu., Oct. 1: BPNA Board Meeting (6:30-8 p.m.). Because of 
the online format, meetings are open to a limited number of 
guests. For information, please send an email to Dave Herbert.

Fri., Oct. 2: Last day for submission of public comment on the 
Sacramento Valley Station Area Plan. See article on page 2.
 
Fri., Oct. 2: B Street Theatre presents Six Feet Apart: Virtual 
live concert by Katie Knipp (7 p.m., followed by a Q&A with 
the artist). Free, but advance registration is required. Website: 
https://bstreettheatre.org/six-feet-apart/
 

WiFi Hotspots with Free Internet Access 
During the Pandemic

As announced on Sacramento State’s website in 
September, Comcast has opened up Xfinity WiFi hotspots 
in a wide range of out-of-home locations (including 
shopping centers, businesses, and parks).  There are several 
of these hotspots in the greater Boulevard Park 
neighborhood, judging from the map posted on the Xfinity 
website. This public internet access is FREE for anyone 
who needs it, whether or not they are Xfinity Internet 
customers. 

For more information and to find where the hotspots are 
located, go to:  https://wifi.xfinity.com/#find-a-hotspot
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Every autumn the BPNA solicits members in good standing 
(annual dues paid) to serve on the following year’s Board of 
Directors, which is replenished annually.  Once a slate is 
formed with a minimum of seven individuals, the names of all 
of the declared candidates will be announced. The candidates’ 
personal statements will be printed in December’s issue of 
Park Beat, and voting will take place at the general 
membership meeting in January.

Being a member of the BPNA board is a great way to serve the 
community while also learning more about the issues that 
affect the quality of life of everyone in the neighborhood. 
Board meetings are held once a month and each session lasts 
about an hour and a half. In collaboration with other BPNA 
members, the seven directors coordinate the four public events 
sponsored by the association each year—the general 
membership meeting, the progressive dinner for National 
Night Out, the Spaghetti Dinner, and the Holiday Party 
(needless to say, this year’s Board has faced a very different 
situation!). The neighborhood yard sale, usually held every 
other year, also is coordinated by the officers. Finally, the 
directors are the leading contributors to Park Beat and also 
oversee BPNA’s Facebook and website pages.

If you are interested in serving on the BPNA Board and have 
questions about it, please contact any current Board member 
(their names are listed on page 3 of the newsletter).

Second Call, Candidates for the 2021 Board of Directors

Regardless of your positions on the candidates and ballot 
measures, the upcoming general election is a very important 
one—not to be missed, and not to be taken lightly.  Every 
citizen should make every effort to be well informed about 
the issues and to be ready to vote.  If you are worried about 
the timeliness of mail-in voting or if you prefer not to vote a 
week or more before the elections, consider using one of the 
city’s several Vote Centers or Ballot Drop Boxes. 

Important dates for October:
● Mon., Oct. 5, is when counties will begin sending 

vote-by-mail ballots to all registered voters in California 
(see the Official Voter Information Guide). 

● Mon., Oct. 5: Vote-By-Mail Ballot Drop Box locations 
will open throughout the County and City. The closest 
Ballot Box site for our neighborhood is McKinley Library 
(open Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m-6 p.m., closed on Oct. 8).

● Mon., Oct. 19, is the last day to register to vote if you are 
registering online or by USPS mail (for mail-in 
registration, the envelope must be postmarked by Oct. 
19). Paper voter registrations are available at the county 
elections office and US post offices or can be requested by 
calling (800) 345-8683. If you miss this deadline, you can 
still register to vote in person up through November 3.

● Sat., Oct. 24 is when some Vote Centers will open, and 
will stay open through Election Day. For our 
neighborhood, two convenient locations are the Golden 1 
Center and the Secretary of State Building.

● Tues., Oct. 27, is the deadline recommended by the USPS 
for mailing in ballots (but if you are ready to cast your 
vote before then, do so). Be sure to follow the instructions 
exactly, to review your ballot carefully after filling it out, 
and to sign the return envelope before dropping the ballot 
in the mailbox.  No stamp is required!  The postage on all 
ballot envelopes is prepaid.

● Sat., Oct. 31 is when all Vote Centers will open, and will 
stay open through Election Day. For our neighborhood, the 
closest Vote Center location is the CLARA Auditorium.

 Useful websites for more information:
● Checking voter registration status and viewing County 

Voter Information guide online:
● https://pollingplacelookupen.saccounty.net/LookupPoll

ingPlace_VoterRegLookup.aspx
● General instructions for voting in our county: 

https://elections.saccounty.net/Pages/howtovote.aspx
● Locations of Vote Centers and Ballot Drop Boxes:  

https://elections.saccounty.net/votecenters/pages/locatio
ns.aspx

● League of Women Voters of California: this website offers 
information on how to register and vote, a voters’ guide, 
explanations of many state ballot measures, etc.:  
https://cavotes.org/

 

Ready, Set . . . . VOTE!
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“What Style Is My House?”  Part 3: 
Classic Box (American Foursquare)

by Jon Marshack

Only later was it realized that the tree suffers from brittle branches, invasive root systems, and a 
short life span.  Pruning it  also can cause problems. If the larger limbs are cut off into stubs on an 
annual basis, the fruitless mulberry (like other trees) is susceptible to rot and fungus disease. 
Fruit-bearing varieties of mulberry trees are usually avoided for planting in home yards because 
the fruit is very messy, staining patios and clothes. The white mulberry is a medium sized tree 
with a round shaped top. A native of China, where its leaves were the preferred feedstock for the 
worms used in silk production (an industry dating back over 4000 years), the white mulberry is 
now widely cultivated and has been naturalized around the world.  

Another notable feature of the white mulberry is the speed with which pollen is released from its 
catkins. The flexible stamens act like catapults, propelling the pollen at a velocity of about 380 
miles per hour, the fastest known movement in the plant kingdom.

The Trees of Midtown: The Fruitless White Mulberry

Residents of northern Midtown are fortunate to live among a variety of house styles, 
which together create a rich heritage. Have you ever wondered about the style of your 
house? This is the third in a series to explore Boulevard Park and New Washington 
School house styles. In this article I present one of the most frequently encountered 
styles in our two historic districts, Classic Box, also known as American Foursquare. 
In northern California, it  was popular from 1890 to 1915.

 

Classic Box was a popular residential form during the early twentieth century, when 
homebuilders were looking for a more refined and orderly style, in reaction to the 
excesses of the prior Victorian era (e.g., the Italianate and Queen Anne styles, 
highlighted in the August and September issues of Park Beat). Notable for its square 
front elevation and cubic quality, Classic Box is often called Cube style. Common 
features of Classic Box homes include: hipped roof with a central, usually hipped, 
dormer window or vent; broad, overhanging eaves; full- or partial-façade porches with 
simple round or square columns; pilasters (flattened columns), commonly found 
running the full height of the building; central or offset first-story entrances; and 
symmetrical façades and window patterns. Exteriors may be clad in wood clapboard 
(or its look-a-like double or triple ogee siding), shingles, stucco, or a combination of 
materials. Classic Box houses feature more flattened ornamentation with few 
protruding parts. Bay windows, when used on the side or front of the home, are of a 
much flatter nature that those found in the Victorian era styles.

 In the style’s purest version, Classic Box homes have simplified Neoclassic features, such 
as corner pilasters and Classic-derived rounded or square porch columns. Being more of a 
house form than a style, details from one or more other styles (such as Colonial Revival, 
Classical Revival, Craftsman, Prairie, or Mission) could be applied to the Classic Box 
form. For example, many Craftsman influenced Classic Box homes have exposed cut 
rafter tails instead of the usual boxed eaves. Boulevard Park and New Washington School 
historic districts have some of each of these variants of the Classic Box.  On the right are 
photos of three  examples of this style.

710 21st St. (1910)

724 21st St. (1906)
 

2322 I St. ( 1906)

The three white mulberry trees in the photograph on the  left  are growing beside the jogging path 
and water fountain on the H Street side of McKinley Park, not far from Alhambra Boulevard.

While sometimes seen in parks and along streets, fruitless mulberry trees are more often found in suburban neighborhoods. When 
these areas were developed, the fruitless mulberry, a variety of white mulberry (morus alba), was regarded as an “ideal” tree due to its 
rapid growth rate and its ability to withstand both drought and urban environments. 

https://www.boulevardpark.org/


Often omitted from lists of buildings designed by Leonard F. 
Starks, the handsome Spanish-style apartment building in the 
1600 block of I Street is one of the architect’s earliest 
surviving works in Sacramento, contemporary with the W. I. 
Elliott Building at 1530 J Street. It also was one of his first 
finished projects, preceding the Fox Senator Theatre (1924) 
and the Alhambra Theatre (1927), both of which are long 
gone.  Furthermore, the person behind the project, Edith L. 
Grove, was the first woman to be granted a real estate 
broker’s license in California. At the time it was constructed 
(1922-23), her new building was considered “one of the most 
up-to-date apartment houses” in northern California. 

The two-story structure has twelve 3-room apartments 
arranged around a central courtyard that is open to the street. 
Each apartment was fully equipped with the latest electrical 
appliances and heating systems. A special ventilating system 
on the roof was designed to protect the upper floor tenants 
from the summer heat, and was an innovation in local 
apartment house construction, according to an article that 
appeared in the Bee on Sept. 9, 1922 (the architect’s sketch, 
shown in the photo on the upper left, illustrated the article).

Grove Apartments (1617-1621 I Street)

With its monumental entryway, projecting bays, arched windows, and decorative medallions, Miss Grove’s apartment building has a 
more palatial look than the older apartment building beside it, the Casa del Rey (1912). That simpler structure was built by a local 
contractor named Walter Day McKoy. He also was responsible for a few buildings in Boulevard Park and its neighborhood, such as 
the two-story four-plex at 2318 H Street (1915) and a six-room stucco bungalow at 315 21st Street (1921).  According to his 
biographer, McKoy’s “superior” apartment buildings added to the “ornate appearance, as well as to the wealth, of the city.”  The two 
I Street apartment buildings by McKoy and Starks are now operated in tandem, under the name “Casa Del Rey and Courtyard.”      
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